We have been given the special gift of our earth and all that God created on it. 
We can see God's hand in the pure, crisp air which sustains our very lives; the crystal clear water that refreshes us; and the rich soil that produces our nourishment. 
We marvel at the abundance of God-made creatures sharing this home with us. Are we living in harmony and balance with our physical environment?  As we hurry through our modern, high-tech lives, we must pause to remember that all things on and of this earth belong to God. 
We are simply the stewards of gifts God has entrusted to our care. Let us reflect and ask ourselves if we are being good stewards of the earth and its gifts entrusted to us.





          The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory is a Sustaining Member
BIBLE STUDY SERIES 
FROM THE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
 


Introduction
The following material is one suggestion for a series of small group bible studies. This material covers a nine week period. You may use the entire series of bible studies, or you may select just those which you feel will fit your schedule. You may use the bible studies in the order presented here, or in the order that best suits the congregation or the particular group with which you are working.

These are only suggestions. They are prayerfully offered in the hope that they will be enriching to the spiritual growth of both the church and the individuals who are part of the bible study. It is hoped they will increase an understanding of God's love and our response to that love.
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Lesson 1: How Are Christians to Give?

Materials: - Bibles - Newsprint - Markers

Instructions

On newsprint, draw a centre line down the page: Head one side SCRIPTURE and the other side WHY CHRISTIANS GIVE. List the scripture passages that appear below. Ask for a volunteer to read the first passage from scripture, and then have the group discuss why Christians give. List on the newsprint the reasons given through discussion. Continue for each scripture according to the time allowed. As facilitator, you are responsible for keeping the group on track and keeping the discussion moving forward.

Scripture: Why Christians Give. 

(Possible Answers :)

Deut. 16:10 and 1 Cor. 16:2 Give proportionately as God gives

Exodus 22:30 Give the first and best we have

Matthew 6:1-4 Give humbly and in secret

Matthew 6:33 Give first priority to the reign of God

Matthew 25:31-46 Give when there is a need or spontaneously

Luke 21:3-4 Give sacrificially

1 Corinthians 13:3 Give in love

1 Corinthians 16:2 Give systematically

2 Corinthians 8:2 Give generously

2 Corinthians 8:5-7 Give of your self before giving your possessions

2 Corinthians 9:5-7 Give voluntarily and gladly

STATEMENT ON STEWARDSHIP

Our vocation to be stewards is at the heart of the Biblical revelation which acknowledges God as the gracious giver of all things. One task of the church, then, is to become as fully as it can actually be what God has already made us to be, namely givers like himself.

This is one of the most profound truths about ourselves. It is not something that we could have learned by sitting down and figuring it out. The truth itself is a gift from God. It is the faith of the people of God that God had made us, the world and all that is in it. The world and our very lives are gifts of God. This faith calls us, then, to be stewards of ourselves, of our brothers and our sisters, of all that we have received, and of the world itself.

That we are accountable for our use of the gifts of God is no grim truth at all. It is rather a great joy; for to be held accountable is to be treated as being of great worth. We are, then, stewards of the worth which God has conferred upon us. The stewardship of our lives and of our deaths embraces the joy we find in our own worth. We are stewards of the mysteries of God, as we are stewards of the gospel of God.

We are also the brothers and sisters of all God's children. The hungry, the naked, the prisoner, the dispossessed, the tormented, and the thirsty: All have been placed within our stewardship. Being stewards requires us to find the strategy and a means for giving ourselves to the needs of all of our brothers and sisters.

To do the work of evangelists it is not enough to proclaim God and God's gifts. Stewards give gifts. They give their resources. That means that the steward gives his or her life.

To give one's life is to give one's time, one's hours and days; it is to give one's capacities of whatever human strength he or she may possess; and it means one's money. One cannot be a steward if one does not also give whatever it may be by which a person measures wealth.

Lesson 8: Genesis 1:1 - 2:1

Materials: - Bibles - One NRSV or RSV Study Bible

Instructions.

Read the background to the Pentateuch and Genesis in the study Bible. Read Genesis 1:1 - 2:1 aloud with a new reader for each new day.

Question:

What is happening in this passage?

Instructions.

Reread verses 26-31
Questions:

1 What responsibilities has God given humankind?

2. What are some ways we can fulfil these responsibilities?

3. What grade would you give the human race in this area? Why?

4. How can you make a habit of fulfilling these responsibilities as 

stewards for the Lord? What can you do on a daily basis?

Read the following for closure: 

Think back. Can you remember clutching a new toy or a birthday present, or holding for the first time your new kitten or puppy? 
Do you hear in your memory a parent's voice saying, "That's a special gift You'll have to take very good care of it."? That admonishment applies to much in our adult lives as well. We are entrusted with so much more and, therefore, are responsible for so much. Psalm 24 reminds us:  “The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it.”

Lesson 2: Reasons Christians Give

Materials: - Bibles - Newsprint - Markers

Instructions.

On newsprint, draw a centre line down the page: Head one side SCRIPTURE and the other side REASONS TO GIVE. List the scripture passages that appear below.

Follow the same instructions as in Lesson 1. Again, some reasons the group may come up with are listed as possible answers.

Scripture.  Why Christians Give.

(Possible Answers :)

1 Corinthians 6:19 God died for us; we belong to God

2 Corinthians 8:8 and 8:24 Proof of our love

2 Corinthians 8:13 Response to God's grace and gifts

2 Corinthians 9:12 Thanksgiving to God

Hebrews 13:15-16 Sacrifice to God

…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
Lesson 3: 1 Timothy 1:12-19
Materials: - Bibles - At least one study Bible

Instructions.

Ask the question, "How do you feel about someone who saves your life?" 
Read an introduction to 1 Timothy from a study Bible. Read, or ask a volunteer to read, 1 Timothy 1:12-19.

Questions: 

1. What was Paul's life like before he met Christ?

2. Why is Paul thankful?

3. How did a relationship with Christ change Paul's life?

4. Why do you think Paul is writing this to Timothy?

5. When has your faith been shaken? What did you learn from your experience? 

6. How is thankfulness important in a Christian sense?

7. What would you say to someone who is seeking God's mercy and patience?

…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
Questions. 

1. What is Jesus teaching his disciples in these verses?

2. According to this passage, what is the first priority for Christians?

3. What causes you the most worry?
4. Where do you find your security?

5. What promise does Jesus relate in this passage?
Instructions.

Read the following:

Our choices about money reflect our priorities. The ways in which we allocate our resources can make a profound statement about our values. When we acknowledge that our time and talent are given to us by God, we see that the product of our efforts also is a gift from God.

The money we earn is a blessing from God. God intends for us to enjoy our gifts. We are God's children, and God gives to us freely. God has entrusted us with deciding how we use our money to fulfil God's purpose in the world. We are the stewards of money we have been given.

Stewardship is our grateful response to God's gifts to us by returning to God a portion of all we have been given. The giving of our treasure -- as well as our time and talent -- is a symbol of our gratitude for God's love.

Question.

How does the stewardship of my money reflect my values and beliefs?

Closure 

Close the study with a time of prayer.
The most important of God's gifts to us is the gift of God's love. God invites us into a closer relationship. As we give ourselves to God, God opens our eyes to see more clearly what we are created to be. As we recognize God's special gifts to us, we also discover our own individual and unique role in God's world. We begin to understand God's purpose for us.

As well as our intangible gifts from God, we are blessed by our individual talents. Over our lifetime we discover the skills, abilities and traits that make us unique. We are all different from one another, yet each of us is special in God's eyes. Using our God-given talent for God's service is an outward and visible response to God's love for us.

Lesson 7: Matthew 6:19-34
Materials: - Bibles - Book of Common Prayer

Instructions.

Read Matthew 6:19-34 or ask a member of the group to read it.

Questions.

1. What are these verses saying?

2. Why do you think Jesus taught his disciples this?

3. Why do you think Jesus used the heart and eyes as ways of 
explaining about treasures?

4. How does this passage speak to our TV culture today?

Instructions:
Reread Matthew 6:25-34 or ask a member of the group to read it.
Lesson 4: Colossians 3:12-17
Materials: - Bibles - Newsprint - Markers

Instructions. 

Read, or ask a volunteer to read, Colossians 3:12-17. This passage describes characteristics of Christian Living. List the characteristics on the newsprint.

Questions. 

1. Why do you think Paul mentioned these characteristics of Christian living in this particular order?

2. What role does thankfulness play?

3. How does this passage speak to you?

4. How does this passage speak to our roles as stewards for the Lord?

…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
Lesson 5: Stewardship of Time

Materials: - Bibles - Newsprint - Markers

Instructions.

Read Ephesians 5:1-15

Discuss these two questions: 
For what do I wish I had more time? What do I want to accomplish this year?

Read the following:
 One of the symbols of our hectic lifestyle and pace is our "To Do" list -- work, children's schedules, car pools, maintaining our homes, and daily errands. Time is one of our most valuable possessions.

As we grow in our understanding of stewardship, we begin to see that time with God is not "one other activity." It is not something that we have to schedule in our daily lives. But, we start to realize that the day belongs to God. We begin to appreciate and comprehend that each new day is a gift from God to be used for God's design.

Our lives become more purposeful and gratifying when we use a portion of our time given to us for the service of God. By attending Sunday service or Christian Education classes, daily prayer, meditation, reading the Bible, and volunteering for church activities we can use our time to demonstrate our faith. We are stewards of the time God has given us, and the way we use our time is our most personal gift to God.

Questions.

1. Are we deliberately and thoughtfully giving our time to God to fulfil 
  God's purpose?

2. If I knew that Christ would return three months from today, how 
   
  would I live until then?

Lesson 6: Ephesians 1:3-14

Materials: - Bibles - Newsprint - Markers

Instructions.

On newsprint make two columns titled: BLESSINGS and PAUL'S RESPONSE. Ask the group to identify the Blessings Paul identifies in this passage and Paul's response to those blessings.
Then, on another sheet of newsprint, divide the paper into four columns and titles: 


1. VERSE 

2. GOD THE FATHER 


3. JESUS CHRIST 
4. HOLY SPIRIT. 
Go verse by verse and write the words describing the work or activity of each person of the Trinity. There may be verses that describe only one or two persons of the Trinity.

Questions.

1. What does this say about God?
2. What does this say about God's relationship with us?
3. What does this say about what God wants us to do, or about our     

    goals?

Read the following and ask the group to reflect this week on their special God given gifts and how they are to be used to God's glory:

Each of us is special. Each of us has a different and wonderful blending of talents, skill and traits which makes us unique. Creativity, leadership, compassion, caring, motivation, intelligence and insight -- qualities such as these set us apart and define who we are.
These are the intangible gifts in our lives, and they are given to us by God. Because we are God's children, we are free to use these gifts and to enjoy them. We have the ability to make choices in our lives about what we create, how we live, how we care for the world around us, and how we relate to others.
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