(a)
they themselves had already given ?

(b) they gave sacrificially?
(c) they gave willingly?
(d) they firstly dedicated themselves wholly to the Lord?
(e) they were enthusiastic about their giving?
Question 6:  Verse 15 and Romans 8:32

When I compare what God has given me and what I give to Him through His Church, I realise that: (choose one)

(a)
I have a long way to go

(b) the need to give sacrificially has not been high on my list of priorities

(c) I can never repay God, but at least I’m endeavouring to give according to the Biblical standard

(d) greater faith is required if I’m to give as God has led me to feel I should

(e) the Bible has much more to teach me about generous giving.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

(please complete after prayerful consideration)
As a result of this study I propose to ......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................... 
“GOD LOVES A GENEROUS GIVER”

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 (Living Bible or N.I.V.)

Introduction:

To understand full the nature, purpose and task of the Church in the world is either to be a good giver or to be found wanting.  That is, either to give as best one can or to fail to accept the responsibility that understanding brings.

This passage of Scripture is concerned not only with the need to give to God’s work, but perhaps more particularly with the Christian’s attitude to giving.  Our giving, to be pleasing to God, must be the result of a loving heart.

Question 1:  Verses 1 - 5

If the Macedonians were to visit me requesting a gift for the stricken church, I would tell them:

(a) that charity begins at home;

(b) God had been generous to me and I could afford to be generous to others;

(c) that I am so committed to my church there’s nothing left for missions.
Question 2:

For me to become more generous to God’s work would require:

(a) a new job

(b) a better budget plan

(c) resetting my priorities

(d) changing my spending habits

(e) an earth shaking experience
(f) a vision for the future

(g) committing my finance to God
Question 3:  Verses 6 – 9

I believe that the reason God values cheerful givers is that generous
giving is: (choose one)
(f) a sign of spiritual growth

(g) evidence of love for God and others

(h) a reflection of obedience to the Biblical standard

(i) proof that the giver of the tithe has no money concerns.

Question 4:  Verse 8

The stress placed on the word “all” in this verse suggests to me that:

(choose one)

(a) everything belongs to the Lord, including my money

(b) God wants all of me not just part of me

(c) when God has all of me I begin to experience the “allness of God”

(d) God is selective as to whom he will bless

(e) generous giving results in an awareness of all of God’s gifts

(f) a freedom in giving enables us to more fully receive God’s gifts.

Question 5:  2 Corinthians 8 - 1

The Macedonians were to visit the Corinthian Christians to be given their gift for the church at Jerusalem.  What made the Macedonians “good visitors”?
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