(iv) How did they give?

(v) How should Jesus’ example, as recorded in 2 Corinthians 8: 9, cause us to give freely?

 4
“God Loves the One Who Gives Gladly”

(i) Read Luke 21: 1-4.  What view did Jesus take of the small gift the widow made?
(ii) Read 2 Corinthians 9: 8-15.  What is the promise given (v.8) to those who give cheerfully?
PERSONAL REFLECTION

(i) Think about your present giving.  Do you think your current level 
of generosity is a true reflection of the level of gratitude for all God 
has done for you?  If not, why not?
(ii) What is a specific way you could increase your giving to God’s 
work?


“GIVING …. A REFLECTION OF OUR GRATITUDE”

Read 2 Corinthians:  Chapters 9 and 10
Introduction:

The riches of God are never ending and are available to His children.

Romans 8: 17 tells us we are heirs to all that He possesses. It says “if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co‑heirs with Christ”.

Not only that, but God eagerly desires to share His riches with us.  Romans 8: 32 says “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all – how will He not, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”

We have nothing that is not from God.  Everything we have and everything we are is because of God’s grace.  You can respond in gratitude to God by giving Him yourself – your time, your talents, your possessions (including your money) – for His service.  Your giving becomes a reflection of your gratitude.

What is more, the measure of our generosity will be the measure that God is able to bless us.

Luke 6: 38 says:  “Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you”.
1.
Closer Look at Corinthians 9: 7

(i) What attitudes toward giving please God?
(ii) What attitudes displease God and should be avoided?
2.
“You Should Each Give, Then, As You Have Decided”
(i) Put 2 Corinthians 9: 6 in your own words.

(ii) Read Matthew 6: 19-21.  What do you think Jesus is saying about spiritual treasure and material wealth in these verses?
(iii) What warning did Jesus give in Luke 12: 15?
(iv) What do you think caused Him to make this warning?
(v) What was Jesus saying about giving in Acts 20: 35?
3. “Not With Regret Or Out Of a Sense of Duty”
(i) Read Mathew 6: 1-4.  Give a description of the type of giving that God blesses.

(ii) Read Exodus 35: 4 and 5.  What is the sort of attitude that God wants us to have when we give?
(iii) How did the people respond in 1 Chronicles 29: 9 after they had given to God?
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