LEADER’S GUIDE

WHAT’S FOR LUNCH?
(the loaves and fishes)

John 6:1-13 (from The Message)
“After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee (some call it Tiberias).  A huge crowd followed him, attracted by the miracles they had seen him do among the sick.  When he got to the other side, he climbed a hill and sat down, surrounded by his disciples.  It was nearly time for the Feast of Passover, kept annually by the Jews. 

When Jesus looked out and saw that a large crowd had arrived, he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread to feed these people?” He said this to stretch Philip’s faith.  He already knew what he was going to do. Philip answered, “Two hundred silver pieces wouldn’t be enough to buy bread for each person to get a piece.”  One of the disciples – it was Andrew, brother to Simon Peter – said, ‘There’s a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.  But that’s a drop in the bucket for a crowd like this.”

Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”  There was a nice carpet of green grass in this place.  They sat down, about five thousand of them.  Then Jesus took the bread and, having given thanks, gave it to those who were seated.  He did the same with the fish.  All ate as much as they wanted.

When the people had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples, “Gather the leftovers so nothing is wasted.” They went to work and filled twelve large baskets with leftovers from the five barley loaves.”

Introduction:

Perhaps this was a balmy spring day – John mentions the ‘nice carpet of green grass’.  It seems the crowd has come by foot around the lake seeking Jesus’ whereabouts, and interrupts what Jesus had intended as ‘quiet time’ with his disciples. This is the only miracle recorded by all four writers of the gospel.  It is sometimes interpreted to mean that one boy’s willingness to share his lunch, led everyone present to share what they had, so that all were fed. That could be so, but clearly the disciples, who remembered the events of this day and passed them on, believed there was more to it! 

Observation 1:

Jesus, aware of the physical needs of his listeners, refers the matter of meal provisions to Philip.   Remember, this is a meal for at least 5,000 people!

Philip answered, “Two hundred silver pieces wouldn’t be enough to buy bread for each person to get a piece.”

Philip’s answer is not a faith response, relying on unseen resources.  It could be considered ‘businesslike and calculating’.   

Is there a place for this approach in the Kingdom?   Why?

Leader’s Notes:

Andrew also plays a part in this story.  Regarded as a practical and resourceful person, Andrew is mentioned in the following verses:

John 1:40

John 12:20

Note what Andrew was doing in each of these instances.

Giving our money is a practical way we can help – whatever forms ‘feeding the hungry’ takes.

Observation 2:

Jesus’ care for the people extends from teaching them to feeding them.  

As well as teaching people about God and faith life, Jesus taught about compassion and justice and putting things right in this world!

From the start, The Salvation Army’s understanding of salvation included practical expressions of compassion and justice in their society.  William and Catherine Booth, and early Salvationists, believed passionately that God’s people can change the world!

Read Matthew 5:11

‘Daily bread’ – what are the basic needs of every human being?

Which of these is The Salvation Army, where I am, addressing?

What am I doing personally to change the world?

Leader’s Notes:

You may be helped by Jesus’ teaching on practical expressions of care and compassion, in Matthew 24:37-40.  Remember, Jesus fed these people simply because they were hungry!

Giving one’s money might be part of this discussion also.

Observation 3:

A humble offering, gladly given - amazing results!
‘There’s a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.’
What ‘small’ gift has made a world of difference to you?

Jesus accepted the gift, said grace, and fed thousands with five Salada crackers and a can of John West!   

We know that God is...creative by nature...powerful beyond belief…and sees potential where we don’t…

Recall other instances in the Bible when God did something amazing with a simple offering.

Then read Genesis 2:7

…and don’t forget what God did with a handful of clay!!
Leader’s Notes:

Other examples of simple gifts / amazing results might be:

John 2:7-9


All they had to do was fill the pots with water!  

1 Samuel 17:40

A whole army fled from a sling!

Exodus 4:2 and Exodus 14:15 & 16

The staff in Moses’ hand later rolled back the waves!

A comforting thought to take home:

‘Jesus already knew what he was going to do…’
He always does!
