TWO CENTS’ WORTH
 (the widow’s mite)

Mark 12:41-44 (from The Message) 

“Sitting across from the offering box, (Jesus) was observing how the crowd tossed money in for the collection.  Many of the rich were making large contributions.  One poor widow came up and put in two small coins – a measly two cents.  Jesus called his disciples over and said, “The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all the others put together.  All the others gave what they’ll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford – she gave her all.”

Jesus, a great observer of human nature, sits quietly in the Temple precinct, somewhere near the collection boxes, watching people give their money to God. Seemingly unnoticed by anyone else, this simple act comes as welcome relief after an encounter with antagonistic religious leaders so intent on being, and proving, they are right!  Something about the way the widow brings her gift, prompts Jesus to share the moment with his disciples.  

These observations may be helpful:

Observation 1:

While Jesus notices what people give, it seems he is more concerned with the spirit in which they give it. 

Jesus was observing how the crowd tossed money in…

It seems that God always looks at the motive behind our giving, whatever the gift:

Read 2 Corinthians 9:7

Do you know ‘a cheerful giver?’  What effect do they have on you? 

Read Matthew 6:1-4.  

What kind of ‘reward’ might we expect from God?

Δ
Observation 2:

Jesus acknowledges the large contributions of the rich but is touched by the sacrificial nature of the widow’s gift.

…she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford…

The essence of all true giving is sacrifice. 

What examples from everyday life demonstrate sacrificial giving?

Read Philippians 4:14-18

What makes this sort of giving ‘acceptable’ and ‘pleasing to God’?

Δ
Observation 3:

Having given all she has, what is the widow to live on?

Read again Philippians 4:18, then read verse 19.

What divine principle is at work here?  

From your own experience, what have you learned about this?

                                           Δ
Affirmation of faith:
I know he cares for me,

I know he cares for me;

I’ll trust my Father in Heaven,

For I know that he cares for me!
(TSA Chorus 133)
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