LEADER’S GUIDE

TWO CENTS’ WORTH

(the widow’s mite)

Mark 12:41-44 (from The Message)

“Sitting across from the offering box, (Jesus) was observing how the crowd tossed money in for the collection.  Many of the rich were making large contributions.  One poor widow came up and put in two small coins – a measly two cents.  Jesus called his disciples over and said, “The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all the others put together.  All the others gave what they’ll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford – she gave her all.”

Introduction:

Jesus, a great observer of human nature, sits quietly in the Temple precinct, somewhere near the collection boxes, watching people give their money to God.  

Several things about this story could make us a bit nervous.  

For starters, there is Jesus’ warning to beware of religious professionals, who ‘big note’ themselves and lack integrity in their dealings with the poor (Mark 12:38-40).  

Secondly, there’s Jesus’ observation of the rich.  That could be us - by global standards, anyone with a car and a bank account has far more than the vast majority on the planet.  In a sense, we give out of our abundance – calculating, on the basis of income and expenses, what we can afford to give to God and still manage the mortgage, the kids’ education, and all the daily necessities.

And thirdly, this poor widow giving her ‘last dollar’ to what Jesus has already described as a corrupt institution, hardly sounds like a good idea. 

Yet, seemingly unnoticed by anyone else, this simple act comes as welcome relief to Jesus, after an encounter with antagonistic religious leaders so intent on being, and proving they are, right!  Something about the way the widow brings her gift, prompts Jesus to share the moment with his disciples.  

The following observations may be helpful:

Observation 1:

While Jesus notices what people give, he seems more concerned with the spirit in which they give it. 

‘Jesus was observing how the crowd tossed money in…’
God always looks at the motive behind our giving, whatever the gift:

Read 2 Corinthians 9:7

Do you know ‘a cheerful giver?’  What effect do they have on you? 

Read Matthew 6:1-4.
What kind of reward might we expect from God?

Leader’s Notes:

Jesus notes the ‘large contributions’ and the ‘two measly cents’ and makes judgement on neither.  As always, he looks beyond the gift, and the giver, to the heart of the giver.
On motive:
The Love Chapter is all about motive - read 1 Corinthians 13:3 and discuss the nature of New Testament love (agape) and why it matters in the Kingdom.

On reward:

Read Acts 20:35 and discuss why there is more happiness in giving than receiving.
Observation 2:

Jesus acknowledges the large contributions of the rich but is touched by the sacrificial nature of the widow’s gift.

‘…she gave extravagantly what she couldn’t afford…’
The essence of all true giving is sacrifice. 

What examples from everyday life demonstrate sacrificial giving?

Read Philippians 4:14-18

What makes this sort of giving ‘acceptable’ and ‘pleasing to God’?

Leader’s Notes:

Encourage discussion about examples of sacrificial love like parents sacrificing basic necessities for their children (eg sick child/ lack of sleep) or person in difficult marriage continuing to love unconditionally when basic needs for affection, respect, affirmation are not met.

These Scriptures might help:

2 Corinthians 8:12 – value of the gift is relative, not absolute (what’s left?)

Romans 12:1 – ‘living sacrifices’ – what does this mean?

Observation 3:

Having given all she has, what is the widow to live on?

Read again Philippians 4:18, then read verse 19.

What divine principle is at work here?  

From your own experience, what have you learned about this?

Affirmation of faith:

I know he cares for me,

I know he cares for me;

I’ll trust my Father in Heaven,

For I know that he cares for me !

(TSA Tune Book, chorus section, 133)

