We look at Judas, so worldly-wise but off track when it comes to things of God; we recognise finally it is Mary who wins the day.  It is that kind of spirit that pleases Jesus; it is that kind of spirit that is real stewardship.  Jesus says:  “wherever the gospel is preached people will talk about Mary and her gift” and so we do.
Nate Saint, the American evangelical missionary martyred in South America half a century ago, said “He is no fool to give what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose”.  He, along with his friends that day, gave their lives for Jesus and today the Church continues to grow in that very place.

Wherever giving is spoken about in Scripture somewhere in the context God is talking about blessing his people.  Now, we don’t give to God as a type of trade off or make deals with God, or if I give I’ll get more back.  No, we give with no strings attached, we give to one who does bless those who give and we discover the blessing that comes in giving.  We discover the grace of giving which Paul spoke about in his letter to the Corinthians.

It’s like Mary who bought this extravagant gift, this exclusive and now enduring gift to Jesus; if we follow this kind of example, take Mary’s principles of giving as a model, if we see this as the principle of giving that reflects a heart overflowing with love and gratitude, then we will begin to understand the scripture when it talks about giving to Jesus.

Our Stewardship can be like this – an outward and physical sign of an inward and spiritual grace – a beautiful and sacramental expression of “our lives, our all this very day” poured out as an extravagant, exclusive and enduring gift to Jesus.
Conclusion

Giving as Mary gave is the model, the standard of which we sing sometimes:

Take my love, my Lord I pour at thy feet its treasure-store;
Take myself, and I will be ever (that’s enduring) only (that’s exclusive) all (that’s extravagant) for Thee.

Over the next few weeks let us prayerfully consider our giving and respond to God’s love and the mission of this Corps.
May the Holy Spirit guide us in these days.
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SESSION 6: THE FRAGRANCE OF STEWARDSHIP

Introduction

In this familiar story we meet a woman who did something quite spectacular, but she was not seeking to do something spectacular.  She was simply someone for whom Jesus did so much for, and she could find no words to express her gratitude.

Now in Jerusalem and in ancient Israel ointment, perfume, nard was very important.  For the women in Jerusalem these were special possessions.  For this woman, it was her life’s investment her most precious position.

So in this story Mary suddenly takes this container and pours its contents over the feet of Jesus.  Love prompts that type of spirit.  Mary’s was an impulsive act of devotion, in which she threw away her most prized possession; Mary’s gift represented her “dearest and best”.

An Extravagant Gift
In John chapter 12:3 we read:

“about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume”

This was equal in value to a full year’s pay for a working man. It was of great cost that Mary gave this; it truly was an extravagant gift.  A few hours later in verse 12 the crowd greeted Jesus with palm branches.  But these cost very little.  It cost Mary everything to break the vessel of nard. 

Sometimes we cannot find words to say what’s in our heart; we may say it with flowers or a gift.  Mary was doing this, finding a way to say what only the heart could say.  It is one thing to wave the palm branches of public worship (this is pleasing to the Lord), but quite another to offer that “true spiritual worship” which involves our making “a living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1).
The gift was criticised by Judas.  “Why this waste?”  We may feel Judas does have a point, but we must understand the deeper things of the heart, the life changing encounter Mary had with Jesus.  Mary had got it right.  Worldly-minded people ask the same question like when a gifted young person decides to enter some kind of full-time service for God.

An Exclusive Gift

Mary’s gift was an extravagant gift but this extravagant gift was also an exclusive gift. At the end of the reading we learn (v.9),
“a crowd gathered around the Lord – but they came “not for Jesus’ sake only….” 

They had their own agenda.  They came to the house that day not to just see Jesus but also Lazarus who had been raised from the dead.  Mary, by contrast, gave her gift only for Jesus.  It was exclusive, once offered it could not be used elsewhere.  It was gone.  Total commitment means this sort of unselfish devotion to Jesus.

I’m glad Paul said:  “when you give, give according to the way God has blessed you”.  It transcends legislation or law.  We do what we can, we give what we can, but it’s the motive that matters.  Jesus recognised what’s happening here, Mary is bringing her dearest and best and pours it out as a sacramental gesture of an outward and visible sign of inward gratitude and devotion, and that’s the standard of our giving, not some law but a heart touched by the grace of God that says nothing is too good for Him.

So Mary gave an extravagant gift, an exclusive gift, and when she did this fragrance filled the house.  Jesus only asks of us what we can do – and this is beautiful in His sight.  Now this extravagant gift that amazed people, this exclusive gift that could not be used for anything else once it served its purpose in expressing its love for Jesus became:

An Enduring Gift
In Matthew 26:13 and in Mark 14:9 we read:

“Wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has done shall be spoken of in memory of her”

So here we are today talking about this again and the rightness of what she did.
















