When Paul writes to the Romans in the second chapter he is talking about the marvellous things God has done for us in Christ.  The great benefit, the great mercy, the great expression of His grace seen at Calvary and he says at the beginning of Chapter 12:
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship”.

It’s sacramental presenting to God all that we have, all that we are and all that we hope to be:
“take my silver and my gold not a mite would I withhold”

It’s that kind of spirit. When Wesley said,”give all you can” he was not engaging in legislation in fact the denomination to which we referred is committed to the principle of storehouse tithing.
In the House
Many Christians have rightly recognised this as a sign the tenth belongs to God and belongs in the place where God is feeding and blessing them and providing for their spiritual needs.  Beyond this, there are other ministries and good works to be supported but the practice is to bring the tithe into the storehouse as God says through Malachi.  Those Churches that encourage their people to bring their tithes into the storehouse are the very Churches that generally have missionary budgets that are often greater than their local budgets.  It does not happen if we encourage our people to give wherever they like.  Recognise that the place where God has planted you is the storehouse.  It’s the place where this sacramental expression of your devotion to Him can be carried out.

Conclusion

Earn all you can

Save all you can 
Give all you can
Not simply because Mr. Wesley said so; not even because the apostle Paul said so; but because God lives in our hearts, because of the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.  Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift; we delight to give to Him. 
Prayer
 We give cheerfully because it’s just our small way of saying:




Thank you Lord for saving my soul




Thank you Lord for making me whole




Thank you Lord for giving to me




Thy great salvation so rich so free.
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Introduction

In this Scripture we read that when God gave Israel the principle of tithing it was not to give them a burden.  All the way through this reading is a note of joy, the idea that God wants to bless His people.

God's law for Israel made provision for tithes that supported ministry of the Levites, tithes that went to Jerusalem, and tithes and offerings that supported the needy. These principles are then carried over into the New Testament not in quite the same format but certainly the same principle.

(Short version of DVD stars here)

Holiness and Stewardship

In Matthew 23:23 a Pharisee was debating with Jesus, wanting to know his view in regards to tithing. The Pharisee said, “I tithe all I have", Jesus points out he was failing in other areas.  In particular love towards his neighbour.  So Jesus said in regards to tithing "this is what you should have done and not neglected the other".

We are familiar with John Wesley's dictum:


Earn all you can

 Save all you can
Give all you can

John Wesley was not simply giving a wise idea for supporting the work of the Church; his idea of stewardship was enshrined and embraced in his understanding of holy living.  For Him the sanctified life was the life filled with the pure love of God that reaches upward towards God and out to needy people who need a saviour. So holiness was the mainspring in Wesley's theology.

(Following paragraph not in short version)

A century or so after Wesley's ministry, many other movements sprang up that built on his teaching of which the movement spearheaded by William and Catherine Booth was one. Another was the Wesleyan denomination originally known as the Wesley Methodist Connection; it too firmly embraced Wesley's teaching.  This Wesleyan denomination has been among the highest in terms of stewardship and giving.
This is an expression of their understanding of holiness of heart and life and of perfect love. Wesley's principles are based on a strong theology that it is the privilege of every believer to be holy sanctified a sanctifying work that affects every area of our lives.
Paul writing to the Corinthian Church says, "the Lord loves a cheerful giver" so he says "we don't give grudgingly or of necessity"; it's not simply being confronted by the need.  He says by implication we give cheerfully, why? Paul says in the same passage in 2 Corinthians, "Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift”

God has given to us a gift that is so great it is described as unspeakable.

Giving is a Spiritual Issue

God is a gracious giver who gave His very best and has now saved us. He made us His and so giving reflects that fact.  When Jesus encounters men and women He touches them and changes them, something happens in their hearts and lives.  Zacchaeus was rejected by his society because of his occupation as a chief tax collector when, one day, Jesus came to Jericho and encountered him. Zacchaeus was so overwhelmed by the generosity of this man that he said “I’ll give fourfold of all that I have”.  This was an act of restoration but Zacchaeus also realised this was a way he could truly give evidence to the fact He was a child of God.

At the heart of our giving is the issue of our spiritual lives. When we experience God’s sanctifying grace at work in our lives this does something in regards to our attitude to support this work of God.

It’s a spiritual issue at heart. This flies in the face of the false notion that says everything is material so it is evil; and God is only interested in Spiritual things.  This is a heresy that was refuted when Jesus came to the earth as a human being.  The incarnation affirms that which is material is blessed and used by God; and is embraced for his purposes.

God does not make the false distinction between the spiritual and the material.  The material can be sanctified and used for spiritual purposes and so we see that our giving in this light becomes not just giving. It becomes sacramental, the outward and visible sign of spiritual grace.
Giving an Expression of Grace

In a very real sense, stewardship of time and talent and treasure becomes a reflection of the degree to which this sanctifying grace is at work in our lives.

We know Paul was marked in his ministry by his generosity, generally seen in terms of refusing to even accept the support of those to whom he ministered.  It was his way of responding in a practical manner to the grace he had received in the Lord Jesus Christ.
















