Conclusion

Giving is a reflection of our spiritual lives; it finds its roots in the Old Testament and is affirmed all the way through Scripture - it’s not seen as a duty but a delight.  It’s seen as a reflection of the hearts of God’s people.  If we had millions to give we would still be faced with the inadequacies of our gift.

We still would have to say:



  “I have not much to give thee lord,





 but all I have is thine”.

When we can really say that, then giving ten percent won’t be a problem.

Prayer

Lord, please enlarge my understanding and increase my capacity to see all that I give as a sacrament – my time, my talents, my treasure as an outward sign of my deep, deep appreciation of your love and grace.
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Bible Reading 1 Corinthians 16:1-3
introduction

In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul gives his great message about the resurrection, ‘Jesus is Risen’ and we who are disciples of Jesus are going to share in that resurrection.  Then he comes down to the end of this statement regarding the resurrection and he says in chapter 16:1
‘Now about the collection’

It sounds like he has come from the heights talking about the resurrection to the depths talking about the collection.  Paul was not plummeting from the heights to the depths; there are no breaks in the original text.  This is one great message; resurrection life is motivation for giving.

(Short version DVD starts at this point)
Systematic Giving
In 1 Corinthians 16: 1-3 Paul is speaking about planned giving, systematic giving. Whilst he doesn’t mention tithing, this would have been in his thinking because he was a devout Jew and understood this principle.  He takes the concept of giving and relates it to the resources that his readers already have.  Give according to what God has given you, not just ten percent.  
When people are confronted with the challenge of giving and a renewal of our planned giving program, various responses are given.

· Is the tithe on the gross or net income?

· What will it be used for?

· The Church is always talking about money!

All of these responses miss the point and reduce giving from out of the realm of resurrection life and power to that which is mediocre.  It sees giving in the kingdom of God and the Church as no different from raising dollars to support the local bowling club.  Paul speaks about systematic giving in the measure to which God has blessed us.  We give to Him because we love Him.  If the loving is not there the giving will always be a burden.
The Scripture speaks about systematic giving according to what God has given you.  This suggests God owns all we have.  We are not giving to God; we are giving back to God.  We are giving to God just a little of the treasure he has poured out on us.  That is the nature of our relationship to God.

(Following three paragraphs are extra material not on the short DVD)

Paul specifically (and the Bible generally) speaks not only about systematic giving but about stewardship as giving.  The Greek word for steward has been lost in some of the newer translations; it is based on the word which gives us the word “economy”.  
A steward in the ancient world was somebody who had oversight of a house.  So when we speak of stewards we recognise we are under the direction of the owner of the house.  We have a responsibility, a privilege, and a duty to take care of the functioning of “God’s house”.  

In 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9, Paul speaks about giving and links grace to giving.  He speaks about grace as the reason for giving, because of what God has done for us.  

Sacramental Giving
Paul touched on the true essence of giving, as seen from a biblical perspective in Romans 12:1-2.  Giving is a sacramental thing.  It is an outward and physical sign of an inward and spiritual grace.  It is taking that which is material and recognising God works in and through that which is material to accomplish His purpose.  That raises the giving to a level so much higher than is maintained by so many Christians.

Paul writes to the Philippians and he says to them, “your giving is as a sweet smelling offering, it is an act of worship (Philippians 4:18)”

We have the opportunity to do something truly sacramental. When we bring our offering to God, if the motive is right and it is from the heart, it is an extension of ourselves, a symbol of our lives, and an outward sign of an inward and spiritual grace.

Sacrament in worship is non verbal communication; it is saying in action what we cannot say in words.  The sacrament of giving is just that. It is coming into the presence of God and recognising that in the light of all he has done for us in Christ - we cannot begin to express our gratitude and so we seek some tangible way to express our love.

(Extra materiel, not on short version)

In the ancient world, if someone bought a piece of property, the deal was that the previous owner would give the new owner a little piece of the ground and put it in a bag.  That was the down payment; the rest of the property now belonged to the new owner.  Our giving is something like that - it is only a small symbol and the rest also belongs to God.
















