The next verse says something important.  They gave according to their means.  2 Corinthians 8:3 

“For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and beyond their ability”.
There’s no legalistic tithing, Paul is saying this is how it works:”you give according to your means”.

These Macedonians were not content to stop there; they went beyond that because they were so excited to see what God was doing in his world through his Church and by his people.  So they gave not only according to their means, they gave beyond their means and of their own free will.  

In the next verse this same principle is developed; he says:

“they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints”.

It’s not something done grudgingly; it’s a privilege, that’s how the Macedonians saw it.  They were moved with compassion in word and in deed and so they actually begged Paul to let them have the privilege of sharing in this ministry.  That’s a clear evidence of the work of grace in their lives; they had come to the place where they actually asked to be allowed to give so that others might be blessed.

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

Conclusion

So this places the whole subject on a spiritual footing.  As God awakens people’s hearts by his spirit, so he enlarges their vision and he increases their capacity to care, and he touches the most sensitive area in their lives, their finances and they gladly share their resources

This is the spiritual foundation, as God draws his people to the place where they are truly in the centre of his will, they give not only their talents, their time, but of their treasure because they share the very heart of God.

………………………………………………………………………………………
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Introduction

The people of Israel had three areas of importance when it came to their planned giving:

· They gave to support their ministry; they supported the Levites, 
the Priests.

· They gave to support the temple and its rituals and its worship in 
Jerusalem.

· They gave to support the poor in their midst.

When the early Church emerged after the resurrection, it saw itself as the continuation of Israel.  Many of the old covenant community practices were rightly carried over.  In the second chapter of Acts, after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the people of God sold their possessions in order to provide for the needs of the poor and the work of God.  We find this practice continuing for the poverty stricken Church in order to support the work of God.

The Christian and Their Money

One of the great passages in dealing with the subject is in 2 Corinthians 8:1-8.  First of all Paul is talking about the Christian’s money.

The Bible says a great deal about money because the Bible says a great deal about materiel things.  Our Lord Jesus came into the world as a man; the incarnation is the living proof that God affirms that which is material.
So when the Bible calls us to present ourselves to God, it is not only talking about the spiritual but also the material; this includes our money.  This giving as we see in the writings of Paul and affirmed in the rest of scripture is proof of our discipleship.

The Bible talks in terms of totality; everything is dedicated, so the commitment we have made includes all that we have.  When we ask, “how much should I give” we need to begin on the premise it all belongs to God in the first place and is a reflection of our love for Him and our gratitude to Him, as with the Christians of Macedonia who would have sung so willingly:

I have not much to give thee Lord

For that great love which made thee mine;

I have not much to give thee Lord,

But all I have is thine.

The second thing this passage speaks about is the Christian’s master.  In this passage Paul affirms that Jesus is Lord, as in 2 Corinthians and reflected throughout the New Testament.  

In Luke chapter 16 there is an interesting parable about a steward, a manager who instructs his employees to handle their money in a particular way, and then Jesus goes on to talk about money and at the end of that talk Jesus says:  

“no one can serve two masters; you can’t serve God and man”.  

You can’t serve God and money but you can make your money serve God.

That’s the point he is making and in the middle of that reading he focuses on eternal values.  He says:

 “use your money to make friends with people so that they will greet you in the eternal realms”. 

In other words, have an eye for eternity; recognise that as sons and daughters of God we are children of eternity.  Our task is to point men and women to that which is eternal.  So Jesus does not reject the place of money in the life of his disciples (to whom he is speaking on that occasion) but says don’t make money your master, make God your master and make money available to Him, so he can accomplish his purpose through you, including your gifts.

The Tithe

One of the problems with tithing is the fact that if it is applied rigidly it can be very inequitable.

Jesus gives the story of the widow with her mite and he contrasts her with one who gives out wealth.  This woman was gave everything she had, the other was giving out of his resources but it was no great sacrifice. 
















