In the same passage Paul concludes by saying:  “thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift”.
God gives a gift that is unspeakable; all He asks from us is a gift that is cheerful.  The little boy gave willingly, just as Paul says of the Corinthians:  “of your free will you gave, freely you have received, freely give”.

When that meal was spread that day and the bread and the fish were shared, everybody was satisfied, including the little boy who gave the meal.  He didn’t miss out; most likely he had more than when he started.  That’s what happens when we become partners with Christ in a financial way, sharing in his work of spreading his gospel.

………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
Conclusion

So Paul is saying to the Macedonian Christians in effect:  “follow that example”.  They are like that little boy, they don’t have much but they gave from their hearts, out of their free will – generously and willingly;  then what happened is God took the gift and multiplied it and that’s why Paul can say of the Macedonian Church who gave so willingly - they are filled with joy.

May God raise our sights to see a field white to harvest, may he enable us to realise that already the labourers are there, the miracles are taking place, and may he motivate us and the people we serve to share this vision and be partners with Christ and be financial partners in spreading the gospel and reaching the world for Jesus.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

.………………………………………………………………………………………..

AIMING FOR EXCELLENCE
BIBLE STUDY 2
LEADERS NOTES

2 Corinthians 8: 5-9

Study 2 considers when a Christian has given themselves willingly to the Lord, This lifts their giving.
Available on DVD full length or condensed overview
Study 2: Aiming for Excellence
Introduction

In 2 Corinthians Chapter 8 Paul is talking about the grace of giving and the fact that God got hold of the lives of the believers at Macedonia. Something happened to them to cause them to freely give and we find them begging Paul for the privilege of sharing in this ministry of bringing relief to the saints. (2 Corinthians 8:4)

‘They urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing’

They didn’t give as Paul expected, they did something remarkable, and Paul records, in 2 Corinthians 8:5

‘not as we expected but they first gave themselves to the Lord.’

Once we have freely and willingly given ourselves to the Lord the giving of our money to the Lord is a secondary matter, because our all is on the altar
The grim story of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10) is always there in the background to remind us that God looks for integrity and honesty on the part of God’s people.  We claim that our all is on the altar and so the Spirit of God so often gently says, “now what about this area of your life, your finances”.  The Macedonians have settled this matter; “they first of all gave not their money” says Paul, but they gave themselves to the Lord and to us
Excel in the Grace of Giving

In 2 Corinthians 8:6:7 Paul says
”Accordingly we have urged Titus that as he had already made a beginning he should also complete among you this gracious work.  Now as you excel in everything in faith, in utterance, in knowledge in earnestness and in your love for us”.

Paul is affirming these Christians, but reminds them there is one more area they need to excel in as well because it is Gods will they excel in this area. “See you excel in the grace of giving”
……………………………………………………………………………………...

The Spirit of the Giver
In John Chapter 6; is the recording of the feeding of the five thousand.  

It is one of the great miracles of Jesus where the Lord took the little meal and blessed it and he broke it and he shared it, and everybody was satisfied.  In this story the principles of stewardship and giving are embodied.  

First of all, we look at the size of the meal, it was so small.  That’s the remarkable thing about the work of God; He can take that which we give our time, our talent, our treasure and he multiplies these things in the way we can never begin to understand.  The size of the meal is not important; the size of the meal reflects the way God operates.  It’s not so much the size of the giving that matters, it’s the spirit of the giver that matters.  The little boy gave willingly like the song writer said:

I have not much to give thee Lord,

For that great love which made thee mine;

I have not much to give thee, Lord,

But all I have is thine.

So this is what happened;   the size of the gift was put into perspective by the spirit of the giver.
……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………...

In 2 Corinthians 9:7 Paul says “the Lord loves a cheerful giver”.  

Paul is saying something happened in the lives of God’s people to make them cheerful givers.  The very word in Greek gives us the word hilarious in English.  There’s an hilarity and a joyfulness, in sharing something that is effective.















