The next verse says something important.  They gave according to their means.  2 Corinthians 8:3 

“For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and beyond their ability”.
There’s no legalistic tithing, Paul is saying this is how it works:”you give according to your means”.

These Macedonians were not content to stop there they went beyond that because they were so excited to see what God was doing in his world through his Church and by his people.  So they gave not only according to their means, they gave beyond their means and of their own free will.  

In the next verse this same principle is developed; he says:

“they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints”.

It’s not something done grudgingly; it’s a privilege, that’s how the Macedonians saw it.  They were moved with compassion in word and in deed and so they actually begged Paul to let them have the privilege of sharing in this ministry.  That’s a clear evidence of the work of grace in their lives; they had come to the place where they actually asked to be allowed to give so that others might be blessed.

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

Conclusion

So this places the whole subject on a spiritual footing.  As God awakens people’s hearts by his spirit, so he enlarges their vision and he increases their capacity to care, and he touches the most sensitive area in their lives, their finances and they gladly share their resources

This is the spiritual foundation, as God draws his people to the place where they are truly in the centre of his will, they give not only their talents, their time, but of their treasure because they share the very heart of God.

………………………………………………………………………………………
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Study 1: Building Blocks of Planned Giving
Giving in the Old Testament

One of the recurring themes in the Bible is that of giving.  Abram after a battle encounters Melchizedek and pays tithes to Him.  (Genesis 14:20)
Moses gives to the people God’s legislation and says to them the tithe is holy. (Leviticus 27:30)

The theme develops through the Old Testament.

· A tithe should be set aside for the sustaining of the Priests and Levites. Israel had to provide the basic support for their ministries.(Numbers 18:21)
· A tithe went to Jerusalem to support the system of worship, of sacrifice, and of liturgy. (Deuteronomy 12)
· In addition to the tithe there was the whole practice of alms giving within ancient Israel. (Deuteronomy 12:28f)
· God’s people were to be a giving people, a tithing people, and a sharing people.  (Malachi 3:8-10) 
Principles were set in place which would remain within Israel on through its history and finally into the early Church. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

Giving in the early Church

When the early Church emerged the first Christians realised they really were building on the development of all that had gone on before but very little is said about tithing.  On one occasion Jesus accepts that the leaders had kept the biblical laws in regards to the tithe but insists their neglect of the other basic requirements of the law was inexcusable. (Matthew 23:23)
Jesus didn’t say they shouldn’t tithe, He said don’t stop there; you build on that in terms of living a life that is pleasing to God.

In the book of Acts many of the same principles that were part of the old Israel are now being embodied in the young Church, it was an accepted practice.  This is what Christians should do.

In Acts 2:45 the believers pooled their resources to a fund to help the needy.  In Acts 6 the early church was doing what its Jewish forbears had done, it was taking care of the needy.
Acts 5:1-11 Ananias shows not simply a lack of honesty in bringing only a part of the sale price but also a lack of integrity, bringing only a part while pretending to bring the whole

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

The most important passage in the New Testament in regards to giving is in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. In chapter 8:1-7 Paul writes to the Corinthian Church, in this his second letter and he says in verse 1 
“and now, brothers we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian Churches”

This gracious giving on the part of God’s people is a direct result of the grace of God at work in their lives.  It is the evidence that God’s grace is alive and well in the local Church.
The second verse says:

“Out of the most severe trials, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity”. 

They were not a wealthy church but the one thing we know about them was they gave willingly and cheerfully and generously to support the work of God.  So Paul says out of their poverty something has overflowed.  
It’s a spiritual issue, as God awakens our hearts to himself and his work he calls us to bring our tithes into his storehouse to share in the work, to be part of what he is doing so that others will be blessed
………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………
















