Take some time to silently respond to the challenge of this lesson by:

1. Asking God to cleanse you from all that displeases Him, including a spirit of greed or selfishness which prompts them to ‘give grudgingly’.

2. Dedicate yourself afresh to God, by saying to Him
       “Take my love, my Lord, I pour,

        At Thy feet its treasure store;
        Take myself, and I shall be ever (an enduring gift),
         only (an exclusive gift), all (an extravagant gift) for thee”.

3. Opening your life to God so that He can fill you with His Holy Spirit and so know His love at work in your live, motivating you henceforth to gladly give your time, talents and treasures to Him.

4. You are encouraged make a personal commitment by signing the following:

	Having responded to God’s challenge by seeking his cleansing and infilling, and by dedicating my all to Him, I resolve by his grace to henceforth live, and to give, in the light of this response.

Signed:  ……………………………………………………

Date:  …………………………………
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BIBLE STUDY 6
Discussion Notes

John 12:1-9
SESSION 6: DISCUSSION NOTES

introduction

Before completing today’s lesson, take time to review the things you have learned so far in these studies.  Use the notes you have made, sharing any insights gained.  Take about ten minutes for this.  You might care to jot down the various insights from members of the group:

In a sense this lesson is all about unplanned giving.  The story in John 12:1-9 tells of Mary’s anointing of the feet of Jesus.  It is introduced at the conclusion of these studies to stress the point that our giving to the Lord should not be a legalistic thing but a cheerful, spontaneous expression of love and gratitude.

bible reference    John 12:1-9
1.
There are three words that describe Mary’s gift to Jesus:

(a)  E



(b)  E



(c)  E


2.
Discuss the response of Judas (and others) to Mary’s action.  How would I respond in the same situation?

        ………………………………………...……………………………………….

now discuss

1. What is needed in order for these qualities to be evident in the lives of Christians today?

2. What would happen to our Corps or Church if its people gave as 
Mary gave?

3.
The Salvation Army is probably more like Martha who served (vs. 2) than Mary who is depicted elsewhere as sitting at Jesus’ feet and here engaged in this extravagant gesture.  Should the Army attempt to be less like Martha and more like Mary?  Or is the need for a greater balance between devotion and service?  Make a note of ways in which this balance could be implemented:

Reflection
Now that we have reached the end of these brief studies, spend time in a group setting responding to the things we have considered, and in particular the lessons from this final session.
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