8.  
 “I know who I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed to Him against that day”.


(2 Timothy 1:12)


The Greek means the “deposit” given to God. What lessons are to be learned from Paul’s reference to a ‘deposit’?


…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

9.
Storehouse tithing is based on the premise that we bring our gifts to the place where we receive spiritual food.  This does not mean that we do not give to any other cause but that our tithe belongs to God and should be brought to our spiritual ‘storehouse’.  Look up Malachi 3:6-12.  Keeping in mind that these words were addressed to Old Testament believers, jot down what you see as the lesson to be learned for today’s believers (Christians):

 
reflection

Throughout these studies the emphasis has been on the spiritual basis for tithing and giving to support God’s work.  As a group, take a moment to reflect in silence on this principle.  Imagine what it would mean to be filled – really filled – with the overflowing love of God and how that would affect your attitude toward giving and tithing.

Now ask God to fill you with His love – and transform you into “a cheerful giver”.

**  **  **  **  **  **

Planned Giving

And Holy Living

BIBLE STUDY 5
Discussion Notes
Deuteronomy 14: 22-29
SESSION 5: DISCUSSION NOTES

John Wesley was the great teacher of holiness and sanctification and his idea of stewardship was embraced in his understanding of holy living.  For Him the sanctified life was the life filled with the pure love of God.  All the way through the reading for this study is a note of joy, the idea that God wants to bless His people.
bible reading    Deuteronomy 14: 22-29
1.
Giving to the Lord was never intended to be a burden.  In the Old Testament the practice of tithing is marked by joy.  Jot down some ways in which giving to support God’s work brings joy to the hearts of those who give:

2.
Matthew 23:23 talks about a Pharisee who, although he tithed, actually failed to measure up to God’s requirements.  Why was this so?  What, in addition to our tithe, does God expect of us?

3.
The teaching of Holiness, taught by the Booths and Brengle, finds its origins in the New Testament.  It was made a central teaching of John Wesley and his followers and this in turn prompted to early Salvationists to spread this message.  What was John Wesley's definition of Holiness?


………………………………………………………………………….
        ………………………………………………………………………….
4.
How does this definition of holiness affect our attitude toward planned giving and tithing?

5.
There are some smaller branches of Methodism that have followed Wesley’s teachings and become shining examples of tithing Christians.  What lessons can we learn from such Churches?

6.
It has been said that there is a danger in public funding to support God’s work.  Can you see any dangers in public funding?  Could the things we do continue if government support and public funding dried up?

7.
The example of Zaccheus (Luke 19:1-9) is given to illustrate the principles that giving is motivated by a change of heart (conversion) and that those who are forgiven much, love much and that this has a bearing on their giving.  Note some reasons why gratitude to God should stimulate planned giving:
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