Reflection

As a group, spend some quiet moments pondering the principle that stewardship is sacramental – the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.  Take time to personally ponder this.  If my giving is a sign of my inward experience of God’s grace, what does it say about the quality of my Christian life?

In the quietness, take time to re-commit your lives to Christ, praying that he will so renew you that out of a heart overflowing with love for Him you will gladly give to Him not only your money but all that you have, are, and hope to be.

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………
**  **  **  **  **  **

The Sacrament

Of Stewardship

BIBLE STUDY 4
Discussion Notes

1 Corinthians 16:1-3

SESSION 4: DISCUSSION NOTES

Introduction

We have already touched on the subject of ‘motive’.  In this study we spend some time thinking about its significance as it relates to our giving to support God’s work.  We also consider the spiritual significance of giving as we consider the sacramental nature of our giving to God.  
Bible reference    1 Corinthians 16:1-3

1.
 A sacrament is often defined as “an outward and physical sign of inward and spiritual grace”.  How does (or should) this definition apply to our giving?

…………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………


2. 
Does it have any other applications for us? The way we live, for example?

………………………………………………………………………………..



………………………………………………………………………………..


3. 
What lesson is learned by the fact that immediately following his discussion on the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15) Paul talks about “the collection” (1 Corinthians 16:1)?

…………………………………………………………………………………



…………………………………………………………………………………


4.
Discuss what is meant by “proportional giving”.  Jot down your conclusions:

…………………………………………………………………………………



…………………………………………………………………………………

5.
What is the motive for this type of giving?


…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………..


6.
Financial support of God’s work is often spoken of under the general heading of “stewardship”, although the term applies to the whole of our lives.  What is meant by “steward”?
…………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………..


7.
What are the advantages of systematic (planned) giving?

…………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………..
8.   In both Judaism and Christianity, giving has sometimes been prompted by legalistic motives.  How can this be changed so that Christians give from the heart?

…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..
9.
We have defined that giving is sacramental in that it represents the giver.  What does this mean?

…………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………..
10.
If giving is sacramental, how should it be dealt with in our public worship?  In what ways can we, without sliding into formalism, truly make the offering a sacramental event in our meetings?


…………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………
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