10.
Discuss ways in which what Christ did on Calvary should affect our giving: 

11.
What is the true motivation for giving to God’s work?

12.
Read Romans 12:1, 2.  What lessons are to be learned from these verses that can be applied to the way we give?

REFLECTION

We place giving not in terms of budgets and balancing the books but in terms of offering to God all we have because we love Him so much.  We love Him who first loved us.

Have the group discuss those things that should motivate willing and cheerful giving to God.  Jot them down: Then take a few minutes in thanking God for his many gifts.

Now spend some time in prayer responding to God as He speaks to you from the passage we have been studying and the truth we have been considering.

SEEING THE BIG PICTURE
BIBLE STUDY 3

DISCUSSION NOTES 

2 Corinthians 8

Study 3 Seeing the Big Picture

Introduction

In other studies of this series the meaning of each of the verses in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 are looked at in detail.  Now a broad approach is taken to these verses.  When we look at them we see first Paul is speaking about the Christian’s money.  As we see the Bible says a great deal about material things. 

Bible References
   2 Corinthians 8:1-12  Acts 2:42-47  Romans 12:1-2

1.
How does tithing based on legalism differ from tithing based on gratitude?


Does it matter which is in evidence?

2.
In Acts 2:42-47 we learn a great deal about the life of the Early Church, what principles from this passage could be put into operation today?

3.
What, do you think, is the relation between the principles and practices of verses 42-47a and the words at the end of the passage (47b) “And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved”?

4.
There was a sect called the Gnostics in the early days of Christianity that saw money (and all other material things) as “filthy”.  Can you see evidences of this sort of thinking in today’s Church? What are they?

5.
In Corinthians Paul suggests that giving is a proof of discipleship.  In what ways is this true?

6.
Why, do you think, motive is important when we give?

7.
What does it mean when we talk of “the inequity of tithing”?  How can this be addressed in a local Corps or Church?

8. Discuss the significance of the word “according” in 2 Corinthian 8:12.

9.
If all that we have belongs to God already, how does this affect the way in which we give to support his work?
















