REFLECTION

Many small Churches support themselves entirely by the giving of their members.  In addition, a large number of small Churches also generously support missionary and other Christian ministries strictly on the basis of their tithes and gifts. 
 As a group, ponder the following: Could this work where we worship?  What differences would it make to my Church or Corps if it were practiced?

Jot down your responses and then spend time in prayer as a group, asking God for his guidance in putting into action these insights.

**  **  **  **  **

AIMING FOR EXCELLENCE
BIBLE STUDY 2

Discussion Notes

2 Corinthians 8:5-9
John 6:1-15
Study 2 Discussion Notes
Introduction
Once a Christian has freely and willingly given themselves to the Lord, the giving of their money should be a secondary matter, as we become partners in this great ministry.  
1.
In what ways can a Christian by giving be a blessing to others? 
2.
How should the claim that our “all is on the altar” affect our giving?

3.
Look up 2 Corinthians 8:1-9.  Make a note of all the things it says about the Macedonian Christians in regards to their lives and their giving to support God’s work:


……………………………………………………………………………….….

4.
Why can we link the stewardship of our money to sanctification (holiness)?

5.
What lessons can we learn from John 6:1-13 about giving?
(a) the …………………………  of the gift was

(b) the …………………………  of the giver 

(c) the …………………………  of the supply

4. Maybe you belong to a smaller congregation.  Suggest some ways in which these ideas from John 6:1-13 could be applied where you worship:

5. While not being a prime focus, those who give also receive. What other blessings may come to “cheerful givers” who support God’s work?

8.
What do you think should be the primary source of support for a local Corps or Church and why?


(a)
Government funding?


(b)
Community support?

(c)
Tithes and gifts by Christians?

(d)
Fund-raising efforts such as fetes and jumble sales?
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