reflection
They gave not only their talents and their time but their treasure because they shared the very heart of God.

Get together as a group (or in small groups if that is appropriate) and spend some time in asking God what he is seeking to teach you in this study.  Then commit yourself to Him and to this study program, telling God (if you feel ready to do so) that you are willing to let Him take you wherever he wants to as you pursue these studies.

BUILDING BLOCKS 
OF 
PLANNED GIVING

BIBLE STUDY 1
Discussion Notes

2 Corinthians 8:1-4

Study 1 Building Blocks of Planned Giving
One of the recurring themes in the Bible is that of giving.  Principles are put into place in the Old Testament which remain with Israel on through its history into the New Testament and finally into the early Church. 

1.
In this study we look at the biblical building blocks upon which we build our Planned Giving teaching. 

(a) In the Old Testament what does the following tell us about giving?


Leviticus 27:30….



Numbers18:21…..



Deuteronomy 12…



Deuteronomy 12:28f



Malachi 3:8-10….…

(b) In the New Testament & the Early Church what lessons can we learn about giving?

Matthew 23:23……………………………………….


Acts2:45……………………………………….



Acts6:1-7……………………………



……………………………..…


2.
What important lesson is to be learned from Acts 5:1-11 as we consider planned giving?


……….…………………………………………………

4. What do we learn about giving in 2 Corinthians 8:1-4?

5. It has been suggested that financial problems in a Corps or Church are usually spiritual at heart.  How do you respond to this thought?  If you agree, can you think of ways in which this could be the case?

6.
Read Mark 12:41-44.  How can the principle of the ‘widow’s mite’ be applied to:


(a)
our individual lives?...........



(b)
the life of our Corps

7. If true giving is the result of God awakening the heart and prompting the Christian to give, how should this affect the way we pray about the financial needs of God’s work?
















