STUDY 4
What is our response?
We have spent three sessions together looking at generosity of spirit in action. We have considered the example of God himself, the example and teaching of his Son Jesus, and we have also looked at the example of the early church. How do we respond to all of this?
• 
What is our response to God for his gracious generosity towards us, for all that he provides for us each day?

•
What is our response to Jesus for that most precious gift which he has given us - eternal life itself?
•
And what is our response to the community of faith to which we belong - the place where we can find support and encouragement, nurture, and service?

Read together: Luke 7: 36-50; John 12: 1-8
Discuss together:

1.
What are the similarities between the two stories? 

2.
What are the differences?

3. 
What did the women do and why did they do it, do you think?
 Put yourself in the place of:



-  the women in the stories



-  the bystanders



-  Jesus

Discuss together for each of the above:-
1.
What you did.
2.
What you were feeling and thinking.
3.
What you said etc.
4.
Why did you respond in this way?
Reread Luke 7:47.
1.
What was the reason for the woman's extravagant demonstration of love?
2.
How costly was it for her? In what ways?
3.
How do we, who also know our sins are forgiven, demonstrate our love for Jesus?
4.
How extravagant and costly is it for us?
5.
How does her response to the love and forgiveness of Jesus challenge us?
Reread John 12:1, 3.
1.
What was the reason for Mary's extravagant demonstration of love?
2. How costly was it for her? In what ways?
Spend a moment or two reflecting on verse 3. Imagine the effects of

her act of love. "The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume." (NRSV)
1.
How does this image speak to us?
2.
How does it challenge us in our giving to God? (When Mary wiped Jesus' feet with her hair after she had anointed them with the perfume, the fragrance would have also lingered on her, too!)
3.
How does this image speak to us?
4.
What does it say to us ​and about us - when we give sacrificially and extravagantly to God?

For group reflection and prayer:

1.
Consider again the three questions listed at the beginning of this study. What is our response to the three examples of a generosity of spirit given in the three preceding studies?

2.
Is our giving to God costly and extravagant? Does it truly reflect our response to all that God has given us, and all that he has done for us in Jesus Christ?


3. Will the 'fragrance' of our offering 'fill the house' and go with us?





































John 12


Jesus Anointed at Bethany 


 1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 





3 Then Mary took about a pint] of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 


 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages" 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 


 7 "Leave her alone," Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me." 


 9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.


The Triumphal Entry 


 12The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, �   "Hosanna![� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=50&chapter=12&version=31" \l "fen-NIV-26583c#fen-NIV-26583c" \o "See footnote c" �c�]" �   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"[� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=50&chapter=12&version=31" \l "fen-NIV-26583d#fen-NIV-26583d" \o "See footnote d" �d�] �   "Blessed is the King of Israel!" 14Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, � 15"Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; �      see, your king is coming, �      seated on a donkey's colt."[� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=50&chapter=12&version=31" \l "fen-NIV-26585e#fen-NIV-26585e" \o "See footnote e" �e�] 


 16At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 





What is our response?
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