STUDY 3
The Example of the Early Church

Read together: Acts 2: 42-47; 4: 32-37

Discuss together:

1.
What is your initial impression of the early Christian community? Why do you say this? Does it all seem too good to be true? Why/why not?

2.
What were the factors that contributed to the 'success' of this community? How important was the 'generosity factor'?

3. 
Imagine you were a member of the general community. What impact would the witness of the early Christian community's lifestyle have had on you? How would you have responded to what you saw? What would have prompted you to act in this way?

4. Now read Acts 5: 1-11. This passage begins with the word    "but"... It seems there was a 'but' after all! Does it surprise you? Why/why not? What was the real issue here?

………………………………………………………………..


………………………………………………………………..


………………………………………………………………..


………………………………………………………………...


Read together: 2 Corinthians 8: 1-7; Philippians 4: 10-20
In 2 Corinthians 8: 1-7 Paul tells his friends in Corinth about the generous giving of the Christians in Macedonia. In Philippians 4: 10-20 Paul thanks the people responsible for that gift.

Discuss together:

l. What do we know of the financial circumstances of the Philippian church?
2. But what characterised these Christians?

3. 2 Corinthians 8:2 speaks of the Macedonian Christians' "abundant joy", their "extreme poverty" and their "wealth of generosity" (NRSV).
Do you think that this is an interesting 'mix'? How is it possible for a group of people to be all of these things at once?

……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………

























Acts 2


The Fellowship of the Believers 


 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


Acts 4


The Believers Share Their Possessions 


 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 


 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37s old a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.


Acts 5


Ananias and Sapphira 


 1Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 


 3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 
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