STUDY 2


The Example and Teaching of Jesus

The teaching of Jesus

When we look at the teaching of Jesus, we often discover that he has things to say that run counter to the prevailing attitudes and norms of society. Kingdom values are like that! In the following passages of Scripture we shall try and focus on the way(s) in which Jesus' teaching reflects a spirit of generosity that he not only required of his followers, but which he practiced himself.

Read together: Mark 10: 17-31; Luke 12: 13-21

Discuss together:

1. 
What are the real-life situations presented here? (NB Jesus' teaching arose out of real-life situations!)
2. What do they have in common?

3. What is the difference between a tight-fisted and an open​handed approach to life? Which do you think was demonstrated in the two situations we have just read about? What does Jesus have to say about the consequences of each approach/outlook on life?

4   Do you think Jesus was being 'unreasonable' in his request?              Why/why not?

Now read together: Luke 9: 23-25
Discuss together:

1.
How do these verses reinforce Jesus' teaching in Mark 10: 17​-31 and Luke 12: 31-21?

2.
What is the principle at work here do you think?
3. 
Compare and contrast the attitudes of the widow and the tax collector with the rich young man and the Pharisee. How is this reflected in their various approaches to giving, what do you think?

4.
Note the appeal to the requirements of the law by the rich young man, the would-be inheritor, and the Pharisee. What does this tell us about them? What word best sums this up?

5. 
The opposite would be 'grace'. How is grace (and graciousness!) linked to generosity?

The example of Jesus

Now read together: Philippians 2: 3-11; 2 Corinthians 8:9

Discuss together:

1.
Verse 7 tells us that Jesus "emptied himself" (NRSV and others) - a theological term applied to the incarnation of Christ. What does this mean? How does it reveal in a unique way this gracious generosity of Jesus?

2. 
Verse 8 reminds us of Jesus' supreme act of gracious generosity- the giving of himself for the sins of the world. With Jesus in mind, Paul encourages us to act in a way that is counter to what the world expects (see verses 3 and 4). How can/does the example of Jesus inspire, encourage and enable us to live generously?

3.
What does 2 Corinthians 8:9 mean for you? How do you respond to this?

Group reflection and prayer:

1.
Jesus does not call us to do or be anything that he has not first of all done.
What is it about the life and teaching of Jesus that inspires, challenges, and encourages you to live generously?

2.
Are there times when, like the Pharisee in the parable, we tend to fall back on a legalistic interpretation of our responsibilities with respect to giving? Why is this so, do you think? How can this be overcome so that we may be more generous in our approach to life in general and in our giving to God in particular?

3. 
Pray together, perhaps using Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 8:9 as the starting point for praise and thanksgiving.

4.
 
What was the message that Paul was trying to get through to the Corinthian church? (read on through the rest of chapter 8 and into chapter 9 for the answer!)

Group reflection and prayer:

1.
Have you or your congregation ever been on the receiving end of a generous gift that you knew was costly to the giver? Share briefly, if you can, what that felt like. How does that help us to understand and appreciate Paul's experience?

2.
Think of a time when your congregation raised a significant amount of money to assist others in dire need. At what cost to the individual members of the congregation? What motivated you to do so? Is it easier, do you think, for us to respond financially in a sacrificial way to emergencies rather than be committed (again sacrificially!) for the 'long haul' financially here in our local corps? Why is that, do you think? How can we encourage that same level of commitment to support financially the work of building the kingdom of God here in our community?

3.
In Philippians 4:18 Paul describes the Macedonian church's gifts as "a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God." (NRSV) Would the same be said of my offering to God? Our offerings to God?
How does this challenge me?
4.
Read together Philippians 4:19 - 20. Spend a few      moments reflecting on the truth of these words, and pray   that each would experience the reality of it!






















Mark 10


The Rich Young Man 


 17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 


 18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone.                     19 You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother.'" 


 20 "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 


 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 


 22 At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 


 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 


 24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 


 26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?" 


 27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God." 


 28  Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" 


 29 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 


31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first."
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