Introductory notes to the studies

These studies are designed to assist you as you prepare your heart and mind for the forthcoming Planned Giving Program. As you to seek to find answers to the questions, seek also the guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit in this area of your life.

The overall theme for the four studies is A Generous Spirit, and the first three look at the example given to us by God himself, the example and teaching of Jesus, and the life and witness of the early church. The fourth study focuses on what our response might be in the light of what we have received from God, from his Son Jesus, and from the faith community to which we belong.

Many of the questions contained in the studies are open ended, allowing for discussion and reflection. There is also a concluding section containing suggestions for group reflection and prayer. The leader needs to be sensitive to the fact that some members of the group may find sharing difficult here. However, if there is sufficient time allowed at the beginning of the study for relaxed informal sharing, and an environment of trust is established early on, then most group members should feel comfortable and able to participate in the discussion.

And finally, may God bless, challenge, and encourage you as you spend time together studying the Scriptures.

STUDY 1
The Example of God Himself
In creation

Read together: Genesis l: 1-37

Discuss together:

1.
How is God's generous nature revealed to us in these verses?
2.
In this chapter of Genesis, God's generous nature is



reflected in the image of abundance. Which particular verses illustrate this?
3. Verse 26 reminds us that we are made in the image of God. Among other things, this means that we have the capacity for generosity of spirit, too.

 Think of a recent occasion when you:

a) witnessed an act of generosity

b) were on the receiving end of an act of generosity 

c) were generous towards another

What happened? How did you feel/respond? With what result(s)?

In providing for our needs

Read together: Psalm 23:1-6; 103:1-5; 104:14-15; 145:13b-20

Discuss together:

1.
As a group, make a list of the physical needs that God    provides for.

2.
Now list the social, emotional and spiritual needs that God is willing and able to meet. How and why does he do this?

3.
To further help us appreciate what God does for us, read together 2 Peter 1:3!

What does all of this say to you about God's plans and provision for us?

4.
How would you describe this God of ours?
5.
Now read Lamentations 3:22-23. As a group, pause and give thanks to God for his faithfulness and his generosity!

In the giving of his Son (as if we needed reminding!)
Read together: John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9

Discuss together:

1.
What is the hardest or most precious thing you have had to give/give up? Did you do it willingly? Begrudgingly?

2.
Can you begin to imagine what it must have cost God to give us his Son Jesus?

3.
How does this reveal to us, more than anything else, something of the generous nature of God? Do you think we have forgotten, to some extent, the magnitude of this supremely generous gift of God? Why do you think this may be so?



Group reflection and prayer:
 l.
What have we discovered - or rediscovered - about God's generous nature during this time of study and discussion?
2.
How does this inspire and encourage us to be more like him? What would the world be like if God's people were to reflect more truly the generous nature and character of God?

3.
Praise and thank God for all his gifts to us!























Genesis 1


The Beginning 


 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


 2 Now the earth was [ formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 


 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 


 6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 


 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 


 11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 


 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 


 20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 


 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their, kinds: livestock creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it 
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