The Country Festival

Read: John 6:1-13
There was no escape from the relentless demands of people who were looking for healing in their lives. They had been attracted to the signs they had seen enacted in their presence.

John sets the festival on a mountain and at the time of the approach of the annual Passover feast.
What transpires is related, in John’s thinking, to the Passover, the time when the Jews remembered God’s deliverance from death as the angel ‘passed over’ the houses marked with the blood of the sacrificial lamb when they had been imprisoned in Egypt generations before. (Exodus 12)

Jesus takes the initiative of feeding the crowd. He asks Philip for his ideas about feeding such a large crowd. 

Ponder:
When God becomes active in the world, God works through people. 

Discuss your thoughts about this. 

Suggest:
What kinds of questions is Jesus asking us today?

“Where are we to buy _______________ for the people to _____________?”

Philip does his sums! “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little,” he says. It’s too big a task! Impossible!

It is Andrew who speaks up.
Andrew was the first disciple in John’s Gospel to recognise who Jesus was.
John 1: 41 says that Andrew said to his brother, “We have found the Messiah (or Christ).” 

Yet, even here, the task is immense – what are five loaves and two fish among so many, asks Andrew (v 9)?
Ponder:
If you had the resources, what would you want to do for the peoples of the world?

With limited resources, what would you want to do for the peoples of the world?
Is there a way out of the dilemma?

Discuss:

In what ways can even our limited resources be multiplied? 

What economic factors are involved?

What are the faith factors involved? 

Read together: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. 

Discuss: 

What impacts you from these verses? 

Pray together: 

Pray that these principles of generosity may be put into practice by you and your faith community.

Leader’s Notes:

The incident chosen for this study is, in one sense, an obvious one. It’s important that people understand, from the teaching and example of Jesus, how God views our responsibilities within the world he has created and in which we live.

Care and concern for others are somewhat counter-cultural. Society gives celebrity status to those who are so work centred that they have no time for enhancement of their personal awareness, self-understanding and their relationships. Celebrity status is often given to the economically rich.

Encourage your participants to speak their own insights. There is nothing more calculated to destroy a person’s confidence if s/he feels their opinion is not listened to. Some within the group will find it easier to use their imagination than others.

The Country Festival:

John’s telling of the feeding of the five thousand has a different slant to other uses of the material. John relates the incident to “the Passover of the Jews.” It is linked to the impending death of Jesus. The sacrificial Lamb is to be Jesus in his death upon the Cross

Matthew follows Mark’s original outline to emphasise two feedings – the first to Jews and the second (of four thousand) to Gentiles. See Mark 7:30-44 and Mark 8:1-9. The feeding of the Gentiles follows a record-breaking encounter of Jesus with the foreign woman in Mark 7:24-30. From this point, the barriers are down and Jesus moves among the Gentiles with his open table policy that eventually finds expression in the Last Supper. Even his enemies have a place at the table of Jesus.

John, unlike the other three gospels, never uses the word ‘miracle’ but substitutes the word ‘sign’. A sign points away from itself to the actual reality.

Jesus is the reality the sign of the bread points to. “For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world” (John 6:33).
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