The Country Festival

Read: John 6:1-13
There was no escape from the relentless demands of people who were looking for healing in their lives. They had been attracted to the signs they had seen enacted in their presence.

John sets the festival on a mountain and at the time of the approach of the annual Passover feast.
What transpires is related, in John’s thinking, to the Passover, the time when the Jews remembered God’s deliverance from death as the angel ‘passed over’ the houses marked with the blood of the sacrificial lamb when they had been imprisoned in Egypt generations before. (Exodus 12)

Jesus takes the initiative of feeding the crowd. He asks Philip for his ideas about feeding such a large crowd. 

Ponder:
When God becomes active in the world, God works through people. 

Discuss your thoughts about this. 

Suggest:
What kinds of questions is Jesus asking us today?

“Where are we to buy _______________ for the people to _____________?”

Philip does his sums! “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little,” he says. It’s too big a task! Impossible!

It is Andrew who speaks up.
Andrew was the first disciple in John’s Gospel to recognise who Jesus was.
John 1: 41 says that Andrew said to his brother, “We have found the Messiah (or Christ).” 

Yet, even here, the task is immense – what are five loaves and two fish among so many, asks Andrew (v 9)?
Ponder:
If you had the resources, what would you want to do for the peoples of the world?

With limited resources, what would you want to do for the peoples of the world?
Is there a way out of the dilemma?

Discuss:

In what ways can even our limited resources be multiplied? 

What economic factors are involved?

What are the faith factors involved? 

Read together: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. 

Discuss: 

What impacts you from these verses? 

Pray together: 

Pray that these principles of generosity may be put into practice by you and your faith community.
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