The Widow’s Offering

Read: Mark 12:41-44

Reflect:

The plight of a widow in the times of Jesus was one of great danger. Losing the support of her husband meant her daily life was made difficult.
Following the example of Jesus, the early church later set in place systems of care for people like widows and orphans.

Discuss:
Who are the people needing care now, who are not at the top of the priority list of the government? 

Who are the people who do not attract the charity dollar? 

Who are the needy who fail to gain attention?

Imagine:
Jesus is sitting opposite the large receptacles for the Temple offerings. 

Why do you think he is sitting there? What is the expression on his face? 
Share your imaginings.

Note Jesus when the many rich people put in large sums of money. What expression does he have on his face?

How do you think the rich people made their offerings? 

Read Matthew 6:1-4.
What do these verses have to do with this gospel incident in Mark 12?

Read Mark 12:43 
It says Jesus called his disciples together. 

You are part of that gathered group - someone who has been called into this group by Jesus.

What is Jesus going to say to your group?

Jesus begins his teaching with an awesome introduction. It is literally, “Amen. Amen.” English translations often use expressions like, “Truly I tell you,” or something similar.

What Jesus says has the status of his most important teaching. It is not among some sub-group of teachings.

Ponder:

What does the teaching of Jesus say about the personhood of this widow? 

Share your insights.

Jesus says that, from his perspective, the widow put more into the treasury than all the others he had observed.

“For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (Mark 12:41 NRSV)

The reality was that she had no money now!

She was utterly at the mercy of others; of God? 

What would have prompted such an action?

Discuss your suggestions.

Questions: 

Where does proper budgeting come into play when considering our giving to God?

People can’t ignore the realities of having to house, feed and clothe one’s family/self. Transport costs, mortgage arrangements, upkeep of premises, education costs, leisure activities etc all have to be factored in.

How may the example of the widow factor into our planning too?

Leader’s Notes:

The incident chosen for this study is, in one sense, an obvious one. It’s important that people understand, from the teaching and example of Jesus, how God views our responsibilities within the world he has created and in which we live.

Care and concern for others are somewhat counter-cultural. Society gives celebrity status to those who are so work centred that they have no time for enhancement of their personal awareness, self-understanding and their relationships. Celebrity status is often given to the economically rich.

Encourage your participants to speak their own insights. There is nothing more calculated to destroy a person’s confidence if s/he feels their opinion is not listened to. Some within the group will find it easier to use their imagination than others.

The Widow’s Offering:

The incident of the widow’s offering draws attention to a good news story. This woman did not warrant headline status or notice, yet Jesus saw her and commended her for her generosity. There was nothing of the mean and calculating in this widow – even though she had every reason to be so.

The offering boxes in the Temple, from a number of reports, were large and had openings like the bell of a trumpet that could make an impressive noise when multiples of the Temple coins were ceremoniously deposited. There were boxes for the Temple tax and others for free-will offerings. Matthew says that the offerings of some were preceded by a trumpet call (Matthew 6:2). Probably the two coins of the widow didn’t even register on the decibel level.

Her widowhood made her a dependent person – not a low status many would take on deliberately. However, her ability and willingness to give was not something poverty could take away from her.

Had the woman heard the teaching of Jesus like that recorded in Mathew 6:25-34? We really have no way of knowing; but she practised what he preached.
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