The Widow’s Offering

Read: Mark 12:41-44

Reflect:

The plight of a widow in the times of Jesus was one of great danger. Losing the support of her husband meant her daily life was made difficult.
Following the example of Jesus, the early church later set in place systems of care for people like widows and orphans.

Discuss:
Who are the people needing care now, who are not at the top of the priority list of the government? 

Who are the people who do not attract the charity dollar? 

Who are the needy who fail to gain attention?

Imagine:
Jesus is sitting opposite the large receptacles for the Temple offerings. 

Why do you think he is sitting there? What is the expression on his face? 
Share your imaginings.

Note Jesus when the many rich people put in large sums of money. What expression does he have on his face?

How do you think the rich people made their offerings? 

Read Matthew 6:1-4.
What do these verses have to do with this gospel incident in Mark 12?

Read Mark 12:43 
It says Jesus called his disciples together. You are part of that gathered group - someone who has been called into this group by Jesus.

What is Jesus going to say to your group?

Jesus begins his teaching with an awesome introduction. It is literally, “Amen. Amen.” English translations often use expressions like, “Truly I tell you,” or something similar.

What Jesus says has the status of his most important teaching. It is not among some sub-group of teachings.

Ponder:

What does the teaching of Jesus say about the personhood of this widow? 

Share your insights.

Jesus says that, from his perspective, the widow put more into the treasury than all the others he had observed.

“For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (Mark 12:41 NRSV)

The reality was that she had no money now!

She was utterly at the mercy of others; and of God! 

What would have prompted such an action?

Discuss your suggestions.

Questions: 

Where does proper budgeting come into play when considering our giving to God?

People can’t ignore the realities of having to house, feed and clothe one’s family/self. Transport costs, mortgage arrangements, upkeep of premises, education costs, leisure activities etc all have to be factored in.

How may the example of the widow factor into our planning too?
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