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Pg.1
PLANNED NEGLECT

“Be very careful, then, how you live …

making the most of every opportunity”  (15-16)

For Reading and Meditation – Ephesians 5:1-17

Another important spiritual exercise in which all Christians should participate is that of stewardship.  My dictionary defines a steward as “a person who is entrusted with the possessions or interests of another”.  Spell the word “another” with a capital “A” – “Another” – and you have a good definition of Christian stewardship.  All the great theologians of the past have seen stewardship in terms of three things:  time, treasure and talents.  No one can have a soul that is fit and healthy unless it is being exercised in the proper deployment of all three.

Take the first - time.  On one occasion I spoke on the issue of “Time Management to a group of men, and as I was leaving I overheard one of them say:  “We have had our insides sandpapered today”. All of us need to be thoroughly sandpapered by the sandpaper of discipline to make us burnished and fit.

Malcolm Muggeridge, the famous broadcaster and wit, was once asked what was the first requirement for success, He replied, “A waste-basket”.  When pressed to explain what he meant he said;  “Life depends on elimination as well as upon assimilation.  One has to learn what does not contribute – and throw it away.” I thank God for my waste paper – basket.  It relieves me every day of things that would be a serious waste of my time.  People often ask me:  “How have you been able to write Every Day with Jesus for over thirty years and do all the other things you do?” I usually answer;  “By planned neglect.”  Certain marginal matters (not family duties and responsibilities) have to be deliberately neglected in order to focus on the task in hand.  Sometimes the good has to be sacrificed on the altar of the best.

O Father, help me say “No” to lesser things in order to be free to say “Yes” to the greater things.  And may I understand also that my capacity to say “No” determines my capacity to say “Yes”.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


Matthew  25:14-30;  1 Corinthians 4:1-7;  1 Timothy  6:20;  
                                2 Timothy1:14


1.
What was Jesus teaching in this parable?


2.
What was Paul’s charge to Timothy?




	N O T E S






	N O T E S




Pg.2

THE TEST OF TIME

“Teach us to number our days aright,

that we may gain a heart of wisdom”  (v.12)

For Reading and Meditation – Psalm 90:1-17

One of the most influential pieces of literature that was ever put in my hands was a little pamphlet written by Charles Hummel entitled “The Tyranny of the Urgent.”  In it he pointed out that until we know the difference between the urgent and the important then we will never become good stewards of our time.  Our lives are often ruled by the urgent because we have never taken the time to put things in their proper order of priority.  The man who influenced the world most – our Lord Jesus Christ – was a man with a leisure heart.  He was never hurried, never flurried and never worried.  But he always had time for the things that mattered.

Suppose we were talking face to face and I asked you;  “What do you propose to do at 5pm yesterday?”  What would you say?  You would probably say;  “Selwyn, are you mad?  I can’t decide what I shall do at 5pm yesterday – yesterday has come and gone”.  But what if I were to ask:  “What do you intend to do at 5pm tomorrow?” Ah, that’s different.  The choice can still be made.  Time past is time gone, over which we have no control:  Time to come is time concerning which we must search ourselves because we cannot escape the responsibility of deciding how we will spend it.  The use of time subjects us to a test, trying us as silver refined in a furnace.

Will your life be ruled by the important or by the urgent?  You can decide.  A little boy late for school prayed;  “Lord, help me be there on time”.  He ran out of his house but stumbled and fell.  “Lord,” he said, “I asked You to help me, not push me.”  Don’t let life push you – you will stumble if you do.  Discipline your time.

O God, give me the same disciplined, poised life that Jesus had.  He never hurried, but always had time for the necessities of the day.  Help me manage my time so that I have time for the things that matter.  Amen.


Psalm 90:1-12;  Ecclesiastes 12:1;  Corinthians 7:29-31;  

                                Colossians 4:5


 1.
What was the Psalmist’s request?


 2.
What was Paul’s admonition to the Colossians?


Pg.3

GOD OWNS – WE OWE

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it”   (v.26)

For Reading and Meditation – 1 Corinthians 10:23-33

Now that we have looked, albeit briefly at the way we should spend our time, we think about what we should do with our treasure.  I use the word “treasure” not in the usual sense of accumulated wealth but in connection with those things we regard as valuable – possessions, savings and so on.

When I first became a believer (in my mid-teens) I used to resent people taking up a collection every time I went to church.  I had only just begun to earn a wage and I hated the thought of giving up part of it.  Once I asked my pastor:  “Can’t we be followers of Christ without having to give Him access to our money?”  I will never forget his reply,  “You can’t be a follower of Christ unless He has access to our money.”  At the time I thought the terms were harsh, but I soon came to see that accepting the Bible’s guidance on the use of our money is crucial to our growth in godliness.  And this is the reason why – the way we use our money is an indication of who we are, how we see our priorities, and what is really in our heart.

The use of our time (as we saw) is a mark of our spiritual maturity.  The same is true of the way we use our money.  The first thing we must do is to establish in our minds the fact that God is the owner of everything – we are the owers.  This means we are managers, or stewards, of what God has given us.  The house or the apartment you live in is God’s property.  The car you drive, the clothes you wear, the food you eat – all belongs to God.  Viewing life in this way can change your entire perspective.

O God my Father, help me walk through every day realising I am not the proprietor but a steward of the resources You have put into my hands.  Give me a Biblical mindset on this issue I pray.  In Christ’s name.  Amen.


2 Corinthians 9:1-15;  Mark 12: 41-44;  Deuteronomy 1617;


Malachi 3:8-10;  2 Corinthians 8:12


1.
What kind of giver does God love?


2.
What was Jesus’ teaching to His disciples?



Pg.20
The Smallest of Coins

“Whoever loves money never has enough;  whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income”  (v.10)

For Reading and Meditation – Ecclesiastes 5:8-20

Once more it must be said that God is not against ambition or against us possessing things and increasing our wealth.  What He is against is the love of these things.  So, when they start to take priority over Him, it is time for Him to act if He is to help us sustain our love for Him.  Time and time again I have sat with individuals who have found themselves in difficult financial circumstances and heard them ask:  “Why is God doing this to me?  I haven’t knowingly committed sin.  I pray and read the Bible every day, go to church, give to Christian causes, so why has God allowed this situation to arise?”  And over and over again, as I have gently probed the circumstances, I have found the person concerned had developed an unhealthy attachment to things.  I have then said something like this:  “I believe God has brought you into a desert to speak to you.  He has done this not because He is against you but because you have allowed things to dominate your life.  He is doing this because He loves you and will not allow your soul to be poisoned by the lure of possessions.”

The smallest of coins when held close to the eye can blot out the sun.  This is the evil of attachment to things – it can blot out the Son of Righteousness and deprive the soul of His warmth and light.  There is no surer way for God to get our attention than by drying up the flow of finances.  He will not have our hearts entwined around anything but Himself.  And if He has to deal harshly with us then that is what He will do.  Over the years I have known hundreds of believers who have become more attached to their possessions than to the God who gave them.  The only answer to that is a time in the desert.

O God, how easy it is to stop this side of You and fasten upon something less than You.  However, if I do, I know You love me too much to allow me to continue on this foolish path.  You slow me down in order to save me.  It is painful but productive.  Amen.

Deuteronomy 45:1-20; 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; 
                                James 1:9-11, 2:5


1.
What blessings came to Joseph’s family through



famine?


2.
Make David’s prayer your own


Pg.19

the master’s voice

“You cannot serve both God and Money”  (v.13)

For Reading and Meditation – Luke 16:1-15

The emphasis over these past few days has been that God loves His children too much to allow them to remain dependent on things for satisfaction.  When there is a danger of that happening God allures them into the desert of difficult financial circumstances.  At such times what does He say to us?  Something like this:  “My child your heart is being weaned from me by your growing attachment to things.  I must break this hold over you or else you will never become the person I planned you to be.  Your heart was made by me and for me, and unless I am at the centre of your life, unless I am the one on whom you depend, you will never reach your full potential.  I am not against you for being entrapped by things:  I am for you against the entrapment.  Remember I love you, and all my dealings with you are based on that fact.  At times you will feel my love is like fire burning you, but I promise the fire will not harm your soul, just burn the ropes that bind you.  If we are to walk together then you must not be disappointed when I take you into the desert.  You will learn lessons there that you could not learn anywhere else.  And you will come forth from the desert a new person with a new sense of being totally dependent on Me”.

A loving God has you in His arms, and though you may experience discomfort in the desert, one day you will look back and see that during your time there your greatest spiritual development took place.  Those who most wonderfully caught the spirit of their master, the Lord Jesus Christ, are those who have been most gloriously emancipated from the enslavement to things.  The soul must have no stain of covetousness on it.  Not if it is to be the soul God intended it to be.

Father, may I grasp the truth that in this fallen world You are the only one on whom I can depend and who will never let me down.  Everything else does.  I would therefore fasten my affections on you and You alone.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


 Deuteronomy 6:4-9;  Matthew 22:34-40;  1 Timothy 6:3-10

  1.    What is the greatest commandment?

2.    What warning does Paul give Timothy?



Pg.4

Steps to Stewardship

If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him,

‘The Lord needs it’  (v.3)

For Reading and Meditation – Mark 11:1-11

What steps do we need to take in order to train ourselves to be godly with regards to our money and our possessions?  First, settle the issue once and for all:  you own nothing.  Everything you have is a trust;  you must give an account of everything you possess to God.  This puts God in His rightful place and you in yours.  You are not free to manage your material possessions as you like, but as He likes.  Second, acknowledge His ownership by giving one tenth of all you earn.  Tithing should not be seen as a maximum but as a minimum.  God may then guide you to give out of the remaining nine-tenths.  Be open to that.

Third, limit your spending to needs, not luxuries disguised as needs.  Necessities contribute to life – luxuries choke.  If you eat beyond your needs you overload the system and your body puts on useless fat – surplus baggage which you have to carry around.  It is the same with money and material things.  If you have more than you need invest some of it in people.  Invest it in the only bank that will not break.  Give to those who are less fortunate than you.  But when you give to others make sure your money will be used wisely.

Fourth, make your will under God’s guidance.  You have a responsibility to leave something to your family, but consider also leaving something as an investment to be used for the kingdom’s purpose.  Suppose the owner of the colt we read about in the passage today had said:  “You can’t have our colt.  We need it more than your master”.  For the rest of their days they would have regrets.  After they had let Jesus have it, it came back to them – the most famous colt in history.

O Father, You have opened the doors of life to me.  Help me to open the doors of my heart to others.  You have entrusted me with things:  I want to be worthy of that trust and use them wisely for you.  Amen.

Matthew 19:16-24;  1 Corinthians 16:1-3;  Matthew 6:3, 10:8

1.    How could the young man deposit treasure in

       heaven?

2.   What did Paul admonish the Corinthians to do?



Pg.5

Giving and Receiving

“Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what

may be credited to your account”  (v.17)

For Reading and Meditation – Philippians 4:14-17
Despite confidently assuring his friends that he is ready for anything through the strength of Christ within him, Paul is concerned not to sound ungrateful for the gifts the Philippians have sent him.  “I don’t mean that your help didn’t mean a lot to me – it did.  It was a beautiful thing that you came along side me in my troubles.” (v.14 The Message).  Yet though he has learnt the secret of contentment in any and every situation, whether in need or in plenty, Paul does not want to give the impression that he is a lone ranger, a self–sufficient independent spirit who has no need of anyone else.  That would contradict what he teaches everywhere about the inter–dependence of the Christian in the Body of Christ.  So he recalls gratefully the earlier support the Philippians had given him when he left Macedonia.  “You were the only church,” he tells the Philippians, “which shared with me in giving and receiving.”

Here is the heart of Paul’s joy in his fellowship with the Philippians.  Generous giving and humble receiving oil the wheels of love in the church, and flow over into praise to God.  Paul is insistent that he neither needs (v.11) nor seeks their support.  He’s not after their money.  But he knows that such reciprocity builds up the church in love and completes the joy of all.

The phrase “credited to your account” is used not to suggest there was an investment value in what Paul received but through their giving they received spiritual dividends.  W.L. Rowlands, a great Welsh preacher used to say;  “The best thing about giving is to be the one who gives.”  There is more to giving than just the loosening of the purse strings.  It produces also a loosening of the heart.

My Father and my God, help me understand even more clearly that the releasing of my financial resources to Your cause rebounds in the release of something deep within me and brings pleasure to Your heart.  Amen.


Exodus 35:4-36:7;  Proverbs 11:25, 22:9;  Acts 20:32-351.


1.
Why is it better to give than receive?


2.
Define generosity.


Pg.18

Unpurchaseable People

“Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;  a man’s life does

not consist in the abundance of his possessions”  (9 v.15)

For Reading and Meditation – Luke 12:13-21

With most people the desire for things finds its focus in the pursuit of money.  If you have money, people believe, you can get everything else. Though the inability of money to satisfy the heart has been demonstrated in every age, people are still caught by its lure.

The story is told of a poor man who had just enough money to support himself and his family, and who spent his days enjoying modest pleasures and helping others.  He came into contact with an extremely rich man who was immersed in his business, worked eighteen hours a day, and was a slave to acquisition.  The poor man commented to the wealthy man:  “I have as much money as I want and you haven’t.”
Sadly, the domination of things extends beyond individuals to whole communities, even nations.  The competing economic systems of the world illustrate how things can master us.  Frankly, our standards nowadays are far too materialistic.  The majority in some nations seem to care less about the moral rectitude of their leaders than the facts that their economy is thriving.

Professor W.E. Hocking has argued that we cannot have a sound society unless we have a sufficient number of men and women who cannot be bought.  He calls them “unpurchaseable people”. Christ can produce such people, and wants to produce such people even if He has to allure them into the desert to achieve this.  No good and harmonious social life is possible unless there is a quorum of men and women of integrity, men and women who cannot be bought by anything.

O God, I pray with all my heart that You will make me such a person.  Grant that all the remaining days of my life I shall be unpurchaseable, someone who can never be bought – not for any price.  This I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.


Psalm 62:5-12; Acts 8:9-25; James 5:1-6

1. On what does the Psalmist set his heart?

2. What warning does James give?



Pg.17

Things !  Things !  Things !

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all

these things will be given to you as well”  (v.33)

For Reading and Meditation – Matthew 6:25-34

The first time I found myself in a spiritual desert I wondered what had gone wrong.  I remember saying to myself: “When I became a Christian I thought I would continuously enjoy ‘abundant life’.  So why am I not experiencing it any more?”  In time, though, I came to see that there is no contradiction between possessing abundant life and being in a spiritual desert.  The desert opens up the way for the life of Christ within to become even more abundant.

I propose now, and throughout the rest of this edition, to come to grips with some of the reasons why God allures us into the desert, the first being this:  to wean us from the terrible attachment to things.  There is a strange fondness in the normal human heart for material possessions.  The main aim in life for millions of the general population (and some Christians) is to acquire things.  In a sense this is very normal.  We live in a material world and depend to a large extent on material things;  we cannot be indifferent to them.  But there is a tremendous difference between owning things and being owned by them.  One person has expressed it like this;  “When something you own takes over your life so that you cannot conceive of ever being without it, you don’t own it;  it owns you.”

We cannot despise material things, but we are in peril spiritually when we allow them to dominate our minds.  Necessary and elemental as some material things are, they have a way of elbowing out everything else.  When God see that our souls are susceptible to this danger He will allure us into the desert and say:  “Let’s talk.  Your soul is under threat.  I don’t want you to despise things, but I don’t want you to become dominated by them either.”

Save me I pray, dear Lord, from the terrible attachment to things.  If I have been ensnared by them then do whatever is necessary to wean me from them.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.


Joshua 7:1-26; Matthew 6:19-24;  1 John 2:15-17

1. Why did judgment come upon Achan?

2. What warning does Jesus give?



Pg.6

“HOT MONEY”

“They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,

pleasing to God.”  (v.18)

For Reading and Meditation – Philippians 4:8

“Money”, it is said, “is power.”  That is a conclusion with which there can be no possible argument.  But is it possible to hold money without being corrupted by the love of money?  Yes, if we understand that we are stewards and not the proprietors, and we regard our money as the Lord’s money.  Also, that we understand what our Lord meant when He said:  “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Yesterday we saw Paul encourage the Philippians to believe that their material support for his own life was not, in itself, the point.  It was, we might say, immaterial!  What matters was the fruit it bore in their lives as they gave and received.  This was the interest on the gift which Paul sought.  “When we let go of money,” says Richard Foster, “we are letting go of part of ourselves and part of our security.  But this is precisely why it is important to do it.  It makes life with God an adventure in the world, and that is worth living and giving for.”  Paul goes on to say in this verse that the gifts they sent with Epaphroditus were ”a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  You are no doubt familiar with the term “hot money”.  Hot money is money fraudulently obtained from a bank which the police and the underworld are both after.  But fragrant money is that which no one has a tight fist around.  In giving it with open hands and generous hearts, the Philippians show evidence of their fruitfulness in God’s service.  In receiving it with open hearts, Paul recognises their gift to him as one made to God – a sacrifice of praise.  Such giving is a “sweet – smelling aroma”.  It smells good to God because it has been offered back to God on the sacrificial fire of the altar.  That really is “hot money”!

Once again, dear Father, I pray that You will prompt me to have an open heart and an open purse.  May I see myself as a steward of Your resources and not the proprietor.  Guide me in my giving and, above all, help me to be generous.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

1 Chronicles 29:1-14;  Matthew 6:1-14;  2 Corinthians 8:1-16


1.
Contrast stewardship and ownership.


2.
What causes God to accept or reject gifts?



Pg.7

The Divine Supply Line

“And my God will meet all your needs according to His

glorious riches in Christ Jesus”  (v.19)

For Reading and Meditation – Philippians 4:19

Today we come to what is considered by many to be one of Paul’s most powerful and inspired statements.  The Bible commentator Gordon Fee describes this declaration as “a master stroke”.  It is one of the most oft-quoted texts of the New Testament.  Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase is a beautiful one: “You can be sure that God will take care of everything you need, his generosity exceeding even yours in the glory that pours from Jesus.”  Of course, the promise is not a blank cheque so that we might indulge our whims, but it is a cast-iron guarantee that God will meet all our legitimate needs.  Our needs, remember, not our greeds.  As soon as we were brought into the world our heavenly Father provided for our needs.  Air to breathe? It was there for the taking – taking by a cry.  Milk?  It was there in our mother’s breast.

Just as God has provided for our physical and emotional needs so He has provided for our spiritual needs, and provided for them on a lavish scale:  “his glorious riches in Christ Jesus”.  God is gloriously rich in resources and can be trusted to fund His work and take care of his people.  “Riches in glory,” said Alexander MacLaren, “seems to put them beyond our reach, but in Christ Jesus brings them down within our grasp.”

Does this promise involve our financial circumstances too?  Yes, if we understand the biblical principles of finance.  Christian giving and receiving is part of the joyful supply chain that maintains God’s investment in our world.  God gives most generously to those who give to others and to Him!  No one is at a disadvantage by sacrificially supporting God’s work; God is no one’s debtor.  He gives on a scale worthy of His wealth – “the glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

Father, I see this statement of Paul’s is no casual comment.  You inspired him to write it for it sums up Your divine intention – to supply all my needs.  Help me not to misunderstand and make it mean “greeds” rather than “needs”.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


Malachi 1:6-14;  3:7-12;  Luke 6:38;  2 Corinthians  9:1-15


1.
What is God’s promise to a generous giver?


2.
How can we rob God?



Pg.16

	The following devotional readings were written by Selwyn Hughes from the context of spiritual deserts.  He writes ‘I purpose now, and through the rest of this edition, to come to grips with some of the reasons why God allures us into the deserts’.  These readings may be helpful as they relate to our attachment to things, and what God may want to teach us.




“Every Day with Jesus” is available from:

The Salvation Army Salvationist and Supplies

140 Elizabeth Street – SYDNEY NSW 2000 

**  **  **  **  **  **



Pg.15

THE JOY OF GIVING

“Each man should give what he has decided…to give, not reluctantly

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”(v.7)

For Reading and Meditation – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

The last thing I would say about mastering money is this: be a joyful, not a reluctant giver. I heard one preacher say, “some people give like Moses’ rock – only when they are struck. Some give like a sponge – only when they are squeezed. Others give like flowers – because they love to give.” What kind of a giver are you? The happiest Christians I know are those whose lives are tipped in the direction of giving.

In the early days of my Christian life I used to think that when preachers drew attention to the words “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) they were using Scripture to manipulate people and boost the offering in church. Now I have come to see the truth of those words. There is hardly any joy to equal the joy of giving.

A widow who belongs to a church of which I was the pastor pledged a large amount of money to a certain missionary. It seemed to me that she was being too generous because she had promised to give almost everything she had so I tried to intervene. When I remonstrated with her, however, she burst into tears. “Would you stop me experiencing the joy of giving and receiving so that I can give again and again?” she asked. I watched in amazement as God worked miracles for her financially so that she was able to give, again and again, until the day she died. My own ministry benefited greatly from her giving. That widow reinforced for me the old saying that for some might sound like a cliché: you can’t outgive God.

One last thing: make your last will and testament under God’s guidance and do not leave more than is necessary to your relatives since they might waste what God has entrusted to you for kingdom purposes.

O God, help me bring to this task of giving a cheerful and joyful spirit. What I am able to give may be small but in Your hands everything is multiplied. I am so grateful. Amen.


Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Matthew 6:1-4; Philippians 4:10-20


1.
What warning does Jesus give?


2.
For what does Paul thank the Philippians?



Pg.8

Give Liberally and Methodically

“Honour the Lord by giving him the first part of

all your income”  (v.9)

For Reading and Meditation – Proverbs 3:1-10

We have looked before at the importance of giving our money to God and His work, but today we examine the issue a little more deeply.  Giving, if it is to become a spiritual ministry in your life, must be done methodically and systematically.  Don’t depend on the uncertainty of feeling in relation to your giving.  Decide on a positive course of action.

Many Christians put one-tenth of their wages to one side for God week by week, or month by month, so that he has the “first fruit” of their income.  I know thousands of Christians who can tell some amazing stories of God’s blessing in their lives because of this simple spiritual principle.  Whatever income you receive at the moment, treat it as from the Lord, and learn to give the first part of it to Him in some definite way.  It could be done by placing it in the offering in your church, or donating it to some missionary work or orphanage.  God will show you where to give it as you pray over the matter, but the important thing is that you begin right away.  An American millionaire by the name of Le Tourneau started out with nothing, but pledged to give one-tenth of all his income to God – and today his business is known all over the world.  When we give to God, we become involved in a spiritual law that enables God to bless and prosper our lives.  That prosperity is not always in financial terms.  However, you can be sure that by giving to God, you open yourself to receiving from Him in a way that is beyond all telling.

Lord, help me to give consistently to You, because I realise that when You have first claim on everything I have, then Your blessing will flow in abundant measure.  Amen.


Malachi 3:1-12;  Proverbs 11:25, 22:9


1.
What had Israel done to God?


2.
What did God promise if they brought their gifts



to Him?



Pg.9
Forsaking All

“In the same way, any of you who does not give up

everything he has cannot be my disciple”

For Reading and Meditation – Luke 14:33

Many people spend a great deal of time explaining what this verse does not mean, but those who are eager to become true disciples of the Lord Jesus embrace its challenge with joy.

What does it mean to forsake all?  It means a readiness and willingness to abandon all personal rights to reputation, possessions, fame, and ambitions, and to transfer the ownership of everything into the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In simple terms, it means that we give up our rights to all that is our own, and thereafter become a steward, rather than a proprietor.

We see this truth illustrated beautifully in the life of the great C.T. Studd.  Having given away his entire fortune, soon after his conversion, he reserved about 3,400 pounds for his new bride.  Not to be outdone by her husband she gave away this remaining sum, and they started their married life with nothing.

This same kind of spirit dominated the life of Jim Elliott, who wrote in his diary, “Father.  Let me be weak, that I might lose my clutch on everything temporal.  My life, my reputation, my possessions.  Lord, let me lose the tension of the grasping hand.  Even, Father, would I lose the love of fondling.  Rather open my eyes to receive the nail of Calvary, as Christ’s was open – that I, releasing all, might be released, unleashed from all that binds me now”. Later he wrote some words which illustrate the point still further, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose”.

Lord Jesus, how wonderfully true You are to life.  You lay it bare before my eyes and show it as it really is.  Help me to be just as open in my response to You this day.  Amen.



Pg.14

THE GIFT OF GIVING

“…if it is contributing to the needs of others

let him generously…”(v.8)

For Reading and Mediation – Romans 12:1-8

Some people, as our text suggests, are specially gifted to make money and use it for the Kingdom of God. What a difference these people make! If you are such a person - a businessman or woman or a highly paid professional – then may God guide you and give you the wisdom you need to be a good steward of your Master’s money.

So far we have said two things: we must transfer ownership of everything we have to God, and we must be clear where our own needs end and the needs of others begin. When you let go of your possessions and transfer ownership of them to God, you become very conscious that you are only the steward. Money becomes a commodity to be used wisely and not a master.

As an aside, let me urge you to be careful about lending people money. I am not saying you should never lend money; I am simply warning you to be careful about doing so. Many a relationship has been broken because the person lent the money has been unable to repay the loan and, out of embarrassment, has ended the friendship. Sometimes it is better to give money then to lend it. Always pray about such matters and invite the Lord to share with you His wisdom on the subject. However, while we are on this point, let me add that in certain situations the worst thing you can do is to give the money because it can make the recipient dependent. If this is a possibility it might be more help in the long run to give the person concerned an idea as to how they can help themselves. When you give, give because God has directed you to give, not because of an emotional response to an appeal. Giving is an investment into God’s Kingdom and a return is guaranteed, not necessarily in terms of wealth but in increasing joy and happiness.

Father, I pray that you will destroy any roots of evil that may be causing me to love money more than I love you. On my own I cannot cut those roots entirely but with your help I can. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

                               Acts. 2:42-47; 1 Peter 4:8-11


1.    What characterised the Early Church?


2.
In what ways does Peter suggest we can serve



each other?



Pg.13

OUR MASTER’S MONEY

But the man who had received the one talent went off,

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.” (v.18)

For Reading and Meditation – Matthew 25:14-30

How should we go about gaining mastery over money and thus ensure that it does not get mastery over us? These are the measures I would like to suggest. First, transfer everything you posses to God. If you have not already done this, do it now. Say, “Lord, You are the possessor, I am the steward.” When God is recognised as the owner then we have the right perspective; if we regard ourselves as the owners then we have the wrong perspective.

Next, give at least a tenth of all you earn to the Lord. Many Bible teachers say tithing dates back to the giving of the law but actually tithing was in existence before this time (see Gen. 14:20). Tithing is a very good principle with which to begin, but we must not think that when we have given a tithe we have fulfilled our responsibility to give. The remaining nine-tenths belong to God also, and it is our duty to manage that well for Him. What we give over and above the tithe is an offering. Some may not be able to give more than a tithe. The Lord knows everyone’s financial situation. Our task is to come before Him as good stewards and ask for wisdom to know how to handle what really is our Master’s money.

For myself, I have settled this issue of money by asking myself a simple question: How much of His money does the Lord want me to keep for myself? Everything I needlessly spend on myself prevents some other person’s need being met. I deprive that person and also deprive myself. When I help meet the needs of others through what is surplus to my needs then I help others physically and myself morally. That has been the guiding principle of my life for many years now in relation to money.  I commend it to you.
Father, since I belong to You, and all I have belongs to You, then everything is at Your disposal. Show me how much I should keep for my own needs and what I should give to others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Genesis 28:20-22; Acts. 20:32-35; 2 Corinthians 8:10-15


1.
What did Jacob vow?


2.
What words of Jesus does Paul quote?



Pg.10

HE IS STILL WATCHING

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the

offerings were put and watched the crowd.”(v.41)

For Reading and Meditation – Mark 12:41-44

Yet another area of life which we need God’s help to master is that of money. No one can live a fully effective life unless he or she has achieved mastery over their money. The account before us today says, ”Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched… ”He is watching still! These next few days will be tremendously important, as, with Christ watching us, we shall review our attitude to money.

In the story that Jesus told about the sower and the seed He said, “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful”. (Matt 13:22) Notice that two things choke the seed: the worries of life and the deceitfulness of wealth. James Moffatt translates the phrase ‘deceitfulness of wealth’ as the delight of being rich. Jesus did not say riches are an enemy of the soul, but ‘the delight of being rich’. In other words, delight in riches for their own sake. Anyone who delights in riches because of the good that can be achieved through them will not receive any condemnation from our Lord, but those who delight in riches for their own sake – when they become an end in themselves - will hear our Lord say, as He said to the people of His day, “You cannot serve both God and money.” (Matt 6:24)

Though you cannot serve God and money you can, of course, serve God with money. Ask yourself this question: Is money my master or my servant? Before you answer, think again about today’s text: “Jesus sat opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched…”

O Father, You who sent your Son into the world so that I might be free, help me be free from the bondage to money, I pray. I would have everything I posses dedicated to Your purposes. In Jesus’ name. Amen 


1 Timothy  6:6-10; 1 Peter  5:1-4

1.
What warning does Paul give to those who love


money?

2.
What qualities does Peter outline for elders?


Pg.11

A SHARP ISSUE

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” (v.15)

For Reading and Meditation – Luke 12:13-21

“When we face the questions of material possessions,” says one writer, “we face this sharp issue: either we will transform the image into the spiritual or the material will transform us into its own image.” Some Christians allow the material to govern their lives and dominate their thinking. They then begin to resemble the god they serve and become as metallic as the coins they handle. They become materialistic. People like this seem to lack sunshine in their souls. The winter of materialism has set in. The poet St Vincent Millay spoke about a heart in which there is no summer in these poignant words:

I cannot say what loves have come and gone,

I only know that summer sang in me

A little while,

But sings no more.

There is no summer in a heart set on a material wealth. The following fable is one that I came across in my reading: A leopard was shot and its skin made into a coat. It was put on display in a shop window marked up at $5000.  One day the rest of the families of the leopards were out walking. Stopping at the shop window, they recognised the skin of their father. One of young leopard remarked, “He was better off when he wasn’t worth so much. At least he was alive!”

Many Christians known to me have found wealth but, because they have developed a greater love for their possessions than for their Master, their souls have become dead. “I’ve learned how to make money,” said one millionaire who later committed suicide, ”but I have not learned how to live.” He saw no way out except suicide.  His life could not be sustained by material goods.

Father, help me understand that I am made in Your image and that I cannot live - live effectively – if I try to live in the image of the material.  Save me from trying. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


Psalm 135:15-18; Mathew 6:19-21; 1 John 2:15-17

1.
What happens to those who trust idols?

2.
How does John exhort his readers?



Pg.12

SACRIFICAL GIVING

“There were no needy persons among them. For…those

who owned lands or houses sold them…”(v.34)

For Reading and Meditation – Acts 4:32-37

The great missionary David Livingstone is reported to have said, “I will place no value on anything that I have or posses except in relationship to the Kingdom of Christ. If anything I have will advance that kingdom, it shall be given or kept, as by giving or keeping it I shall best promote the glory of Him to whom I owe all my hopes both for time and eternity.” One commentator called this attitude of Livingstone’s streamlining your life for Kingdom purposes.

A famous American multi-millionaire and philanthropist visited China to see if the money he had given to Christian causes there was being used wisely. On his travel he came across a town where there was a newly built chapel. He asked if some of his money had been used for that purpose and was told that it had not been needed there. Later he discovered that a farmer had sold one of his oxen to complete the building of the chapel and he decided to visit the farmer. When he arrived at the farm he saw a strange sight: an ox and a young man were yoked together. Expressing surprise at such a sight, the farmer explained, “When the chapel needed to be finished my son had no money to give so he said, “Let us sell one of the oxen and I will take the yoke of the ox,” We did and gave the money to the chapel.

The millionaire philanthropist said, “I realised there and then that although I knew the meaning of giving I did not know the meaning of sacrificial giving. I offered up a prayer in the middle of that field – a prayer that the Lord would let me be hitched to a “plough” so that I too might know the joy a sacrificial giving.” All giving is good but sacrificial giving brings a special joy that only those who practise it experience.
Father, I live in an acquisitive society where worth is judged by wealth. My judgement must be different. Increase my awareness of my attachment to my money I pray and, above all, help me be a sacrificial giver. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Genesis 8:20-22; Acts. 20:32-35; 2 Corinthians 8:10-15

1. What did Jacob vow?

2. What words of Jesus does Paul quote?
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We give up our rights to all that is our own.  We become a steward, rather than a proprietor
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