5.
What would be the effect in our lives and in the life of our corps if we made this a priority?  What impact might it have in our wider community?
READ TOGETHER:
Matthew 6:25 - 33

DISCUSS TOGETHER:

1. What links can you make between Jesus’ teaching in this passage of Scripture and the parables in Matthew 13:44 - 45?
2.
How do I/we “strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness”? (NRSV)

3.
What blessings does God promise us when we do this?   

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:

1. How important to me is the Kingdom of God/Kingdom of Heaven?

2. What am I prepared to give (or give up) in order to seek after it?

3. What can I do to help to bring in the Kingdom of God?

4. How does my giving contribute to this process?  And how will my understanding of the urgency of the situation (“the kingdom of God has come near”) help me to decide what my giving must be?

5. What is God saying to me?
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INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY: 


How would you describe the Kingdom of Heaven/the Kingdom of God?

a.
a far-off time and place?

b.
possible here and now?

c.
an “airy-fairy” kind of thing?

d.
able to be expressed in concrete terms?

e.
the place where God lives?

f.
other (please explain)

READ TOGETHER:
Mark 1:14, 15; Luke 17:20, 21
DISCUSS TOGETHER:

Look at Jesus’ words in Mark 1:15.  Note the sense of urgency in his message.

1.
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;”  (NRSV) that do you think this means?  In what way(s) has the kingdom of God “come near”?
2. What response was required of those who heard Jesus’ message?  Is it the same today, do you think?

3.
Do you still sense the urgency of Jesus’ message today?  How can people in our community hear these words of Jesus today?  What resources are needed?

Now look at Jesus’ words to the Pharisees in Luke 17:21.  The kingdom of God is no longer just “near”- it is “among you”. 

1. What do you think Jesus means by this?

2. Jesus says that the coming of the kingdom of God is not marked by “things that can be observed”, (NRSV) so how can we know that the kingdom of God “is among” us?
3. Do you think that it is important for people to know that the kingdom of God is here among us?  Why?  

READ TOGETHER:
Mark 12:28 - 34
DISCUSS TOGETHER:

1. What was the scribe’s initial question?  And why do you think he asked Jesus this question?
2. What was Jesus’ answer?
3. How did the scribe respond to Jesus’ answer?  And what did his response reveal about :

-
himself as a person?

-
his understanding of what God really requires of those who profess to belong to Him?
4. Look at Jesus’ reply in verse 34, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  What does this mean, do you think?

READ TOGETHER:
Matthew 13:44 – 45
DISCUSS TOGETHER:

1. What is the main point that Jesus is making here?

2. What are the things in life that you value most?  What are you prepared to sacrifice to gain/keep them?

3. Can you see the connection between Jesus’ teaching in these parables and your answers to the previous question?

4. What do we as individual Christians and as a congregation of God’s people need to do to live out these parables?
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