
The Derwent Valley community has a long history of participating in local
coordinated events to support the Daniel Morcombe Foundation and its
annual Day for Daniel event dating back to 2010.

In 2011 Denise and Bruce Morcombe joined the Derwent Valley
community and it’s 9 schools to do a walk from Arthur Square to Ellis
Dean Reserve, New Norfolk where a memorial tree was planted and later
on a plaque, both still remain today.

In 2024 a committee consisting of The Salvation Army’s Communities for
Children South East Tas, Derwent Valley Council, ptunarra Child and
Family Learning Centre, Norske Skog and Derwent Valley Future Action
Team was established to celebrate the foundation’s 20th year and share
its resources, ensure longevity and sustainability for the Derwent Valley
community awareness event, and most importantly, highlight children’s
voices and safety.

Working with the support of local schools and ptunarra Child and Family
Learning Centre, Day for Daniel resources were shared and teachers, staff
and parents encouraged to discuss the themes around personal and
community safety.

Children and young people were asked to draw, paint or sketch ‘What
safety means to them’, with a variety of amazing, vibrant and engaging
artworks coming together to express the importance of safety for all
children and young people.  There are a number of important themes
occurring with links between safety and health, wellbeing and mental
health.



Communities for Children South East Tasmania is funded
by the Australian Government Department of Social Services
to deliver programs and activities in the 0–12 year age group
in the 4 municipal areas of Derwent Valley, Central
Highlands, Brighton and Southern Midlands.  Children and
Community safety is at the forefront with Safety, Resilience
and Aspirations being key priorities.  Capturing and
amplifying the voices of children is also vitally important. to
improve long term outcomes.

The Derwent Valley Council strategic plan identifies ‘A
vibrant, healthy and inclusive community’ as one of it
strategic objectives, with one of the strategies being to
‘foster community wellbeing, health, safety and quality of
life’. Another strategy is to support young people to thrive
by partnering to provide local children’s and youth services,
programs, and opportunities that promote civic
engagement, learning and leadership.   The Council’s
recently approved Youth Strategy has ‘safety’ identified by
young people of the Valley as one of the key themes. 

ptunarra Child & Family Learning Centre is a safe and
welcoming place for Derwent Valley families with children
from birth to 5 years of age, including expectant parents. 
A place where children, families and staff are known, safe,
well and learning together. Happy, healthy children thriving
in the community…Nurturing and supporting families – their
mission statement.  ptunarra is passionate about supporting
children and families in the Derwent Valley community and
is proud to be partnering with other local community
organisations in helping to educate, spread awareness, and
keep the children safe! 

Derwent Valley Youth Future Action Team (D’FAT) is a
local youth led not-for-profit organisation that exists to
represent and empower young people (12-25 years)  to
become respected and engaged members of the
community.  In addition to being an advisory body, D’FAT
develops and supports activities and projects for young
people, providing opportunities for leadership.

Norske Skog has been producing newsprint from its Boyer
mill since 1941.  It has diversified its manufacturing and
products since that time, but has always been a trusted
employer with a strong focus on community.  Norske Skog
supports this project with the aim of education around
children’s safety. Norske Skog wants to ensure all children
feel safe and know what to do when they start to feel
unsafe. 



Tuesday 12 November, 2024
Children in Derwent Valley, Tasmania, have responded to the question of ‘what safety means to me’ in a special exhibition for the Daniel Morcombe
Foundation’s Day for Daniel.
Bruce and Denise Morcombe are attending the official launch of the exhibition at The Arthouse on Tuesday 12 November which features artwork from
children across the region.
Known as Australia’s largest child safety education and awareness day – an estimated two million people participate in Day for Daniel at their schools,
early learning centres, workplaces or at public or private events.
“From its creation with very modest support, now 20 years later, we estimate that some two million Aussies will be participating in Day for Daniel,”
Denise said.
Bruce said this year’s Day for Daniel was a time to reflect on the past two decades and what has become Daniel’s legacy.
“We want to take this opportunity to thank Australia for never forgetting Daniel,” Bruce said.
“Here’s to another 20 years of unwavering dedication and advocating for children.”
The exhibition, What Safety Means to Me, showcases artwork from children aged 0 – 12.
The Salvation Army’s Communities for Children SE Tasmania and Derwent Valley Council partnered with other local organisations for the Day for Daniel
event, with the goal to encourage conversations about personal safety.
The Morcombes and Interim Commissioner for Children and Young People Isabelle Crompton are attending the exhibition launch as special guests.
The exhibition has been organised by a joint committee with representatives from the Salvation Army’s Communities for Children SE Tasmania, Derwent
Valley Council, Norske Skog, Ptunarra Child and Family Learning Centre and Derwent Valley Future Action Team.
The exhibition launch is at The Arthouse Café, 47A High St, New Norfolk on Tuesday 12 November from 3.15pm – 3.45pm.

For media enquiries, please email tegan@danielmorcombe.com.au.
Website: https://danielmorcombe.com.au/

Children answer ‘What Safety Means to Me’
in Day for Daniel exhibition


