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Our lives are being changed by the love of  Jesus Christ so we share  

His love in action with all; all people, all generations, all nations. 
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being formed 
BY  

God’s word  

Every item that is knitted 

requires many stitches and 

time. Each stitch is held 

together with the next 

stitch. All the stitches are 

woven according to the 

pattern set out so the article 

or garment is then useful for 

the wearer. By regularly 

reading God’s word our lives 

are being formed by our 

Holy God. Every word is a 

stitch woven into our lives 

so we can show we belong to 

God. We will experience it in 

the way we think, act, speak 

and care for each other. 

Every time we open God’s 

word our Lord and Saviour 

is speaking to us, inviting us 

to walk with Him on the 

journey of  spiritual 

transformation. God’s Spirit 

is weaving our life into 

something beautiful and 

very useful to His kingdom.  

Thank you to every person 

who has taken the time and 

effort to write for this 

devotional  - we appreciate 

your stitches! I invite you to 

use this booklet every day in 

August as together we allow 

God’s word to form us.  

His creation. Creation speaks so clearly of God’s presence and power that all people are 

without excuse before their Maker.  

The groundwork of Revelation has been laid. It is now time to watch the Lamb carry out 

the plan of redemption. He is empowered to administer judgment on the world for its sin 

and lack of righteousness. The outcome of the plan of God is not up in the air. The Lamb 

has already conquered. The Lamb is in charge as He holds the scroll. Therefore, we are 

assured that the final outcome of history is in good hands.  

The celebration described in heaven is but a foretaste of what all God’s people will 

experience in the eschatological triumph of the Son in the Last Day. If we think we have 

seen mighty celebrations in the past, think again. Nothing will rival God’s final triumph in 

Jesus Christ. 

Someday every knee shall bow and every 

tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

There will be no exceptions. You will confess 

His lordship, and so will I. 

The question is: When that moment comes, 

will our hearts be filled with joy and gladness 

– or with regret and sorrow? 

It is not a choice for the future, but a choice 

we must make today. 

Thought for  the day  

“What difference does the exalted Christ 

make in the way you think and live?”  

Prayer  

Holy Father,  

may thanksgiving arrive with 

forceful impact upon us.  

May we all give thanks for the gift 

of your Son and our great 

salvation found only in Him. 

Amen. 
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If you are familiar with Handel’s Messiah, then you probably recognize the words of 

this passage from ‘Worthy is the Lamb,” which appears near the end of the 

oratorio. In both its music and its profound theme of redemption it is one of the 

most beautiful pieces of choral music ever written. At the end, the entire chorus 

joins in the repeated affirmation, “Amen, Amen, Amen.” As I listen to Handel’s 

music it is easy to envision the scenes John describes in this passage of 

Revelation.  

John sees all of this in a vision. It has not yet happened – but it will. When the 

seven-sealed scroll is finally opened, all of creation will join in acknowledging God 

and His Son, Jesus. That is the goal toward which all of history is quickly rushing. 

Every historic event that occurs, and every day that passes, is linked to the moment 

that John witnesses in Revelation 5.  

The momentous events that stream across our TV screens and newspaper 

headlines do not take place in a vacuum. They take place in a grand and cosmic 

context. They are being woven into an eternal plan. We are woven into that plan as 

well. We have choices to make. We cannot escape the eternal consequences of 

those choices. 

John has taken us his readers behind the scenes in heaven, which he has enlarged 

to include the whole created universe. When God created the universe, everything 

He made was very good. The angels shouted for joy when God laid the earth’s 

foundations. When the first man and woman rebelled against God, death and 

destruction entered the world. All creation suffers because of human sin. Yet even 

now, in its brokenness, creation gives evidence of God’s glorious mind and 

awesome power. The psalmist wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands (Psalm 19:1.” God is intimately involved with 
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REVELATION 5:11-14 SATURDAY 

Worthy is the Lamb  
written by Keith Humbley 

1 PSALM 107:1-9 

I love August! The first of August is ‘wattle day’ and all horses have a birthday and 

it’s the month when all the S-B girls have birthdays. It’s a great month. Plenty to 

celebrate in this month. God’s love is another reason to celebrate - not just in 

August but every day. His eternal love lasts our whole life time! It existed before we 

came into being and it will continue beyond our days on earth. God’s love is 

something we can be certain about; it never ceases or wanes or run outs.  

It endures forever.  

This psalm is a song of thanksgiving to God, who has been merciful to his people 

and gathered all who were lost. Verse 23 is particularly beloved of mariners due to 

its reference to ships and the sea. This reminds us that God’s mercy is available to 

all people: Verse 4, 10, 17, and 23 start the same way. Our experiences and life 

situations may be different but we all 

need the generous and free mercy of 

God. Only in Christ, can we combat 

the pressure of sin. Only through the 

steadfast love of the Lord can we 

survive the challenges and demands 

of life. We depend on God for what 

we need to face every day.   

Thought for the day 

Keep perspective of God’s eternal 

love when you are feeling anxious, 

annoyed, angry, disappointed or 

upset. See if that perspective 

changes the situation - at least how 

you are feeling about it.  
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Prayer  

Heavenly Father, Your steadfast love 

endures forever. We have seen Your 

love expressed in the lives of Your 

chosen people in the Scriptures. And 

we have experienced Your steadfast 

love in our very own lives. Even 

though they sinned, when they 

repented, You saved them from 

distress. Likewise, Father, we 

remember how You have forgiven us 

when we have returned to You in 

faith, repentance, and obedience. 

Help us share the good news of Your 

salvation with others. Amen. 

THURSDAY 

God’s love endures forever! 

written by Sharon S-B  
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We admire people who are wise - the person who gives the sermon, our 

parents, and people who are older. In comparison, God is infinitely wiser in ways 

we cannot comprehend. 

When Paul realises this, his reaction is praise. What the world thinks is 

foolishness, sending Jesus to die on the cross and being mocked for it, is not so 

for God. It is His essential and costly plan to restore us to a right relationship 

with Him. Paul writes that the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God" 

(1 Corinthians 1:18). 

Whenever I think what can God do with silly me who makes mistakes all the 

time?", I am reminded that God uses the weak and the despised to show His 

power. He even used Jonah who reluctantly fulfils his mission with an 

uninspiring message to the people of Nineveh. That is God's wisdom and power. 

Therefore, we should be asking our generous Father, who's gifts we don't have 

to re-pay, for wisdom and power through the Holy Spirit to share the gospel of 

Christ crucified. 

I have summarised this in a little poem. 

When you're in doubt of what is wise, 

Seek God and ask what he can do, 

His wisdom vast in you imbue, 

Arise, 

Revise, 

And improvise. 
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The wisdom and power of  God 
written by Yiwei Mao 

ROMANS 11:33-36 FRIDAY 

Prayer  

Dear Lord, in your in infinite 

wisdom, use my inadequateness 

and weakness to further your 

kingdom. In the strength of the 

Holy Spirit and Jesus' name.  

Amen. 
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MICAH 6:6-8 FRIDAY 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from his  word.   
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These biblical verses are specially directed to all who have experienced new life 

in Jesus Christ. Verse 17 says that there is a conflict like a battle between the 

flesh and the spirit. Me against another self. Sounds like two persons. In fact, it 

is the same person but two sides. The natural being, and the spiritual being.  

When Jesus comes to us we experience a transformation: all things become 

new. New way of thinking. New way of living. Paul introduced us to two ways: the 

human effort and the free grace of God in Christ.  

Our natural tendency is to live by human effort. I can, I do, I am, me, me, me… 

We must remember than in Christ we have a supernatural provision of God who 

helps us live a life guided by the Spirit.  

The flesh tries to turn man’s will away from what the Spirit of Christ leads him. 

The Spirit tries to prevent us from acting carnally, letting ourselves be dragged 

by the tendencies of the flesh. The exhortation for all of us who have been 

forgiven and washed by the blood of Jesus, as 

a new creature, is to allow ourselves to be 

guided by the Spirit. In this way we are able to 

fulfil the law of God and live in the freedom to 

which we were called by practicing love.  

Thought for  the day  

What I am, I learn and I do because God is 

my father and I am his child.  

PSALM 103:1-5 THURSDAY 

Supernatural provision of  God 

written by Major Gloria Flores 

Harry Williams Hospital, Bolivia 

South America Territory 

 

Prayer  

Lord, please help me to 

be always aware that my 

life is being guided by 

the Spirit.  

3 being formed by God’s word  
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MARK 1:16-20 SATURDAY 

Jesus calls four fishermen 
written by Arabelle Lloyd  

[assisted by Paige] 

After reading these verses I didn’t quite understand what Jesus was trying to do 

as I have always been warned about stranger danger. Calling people to leave and 

follow someone isn’t something I’d be willing to do instantly, without careful 

thinking and permission from my parents.  

Why would they leave their family and their jobs and follow a stranger?  

I thought Jesus liked fishing, but reading on it 

became clearer that Jesus doesn’t just like 

fishing for fish, he also liked fishing for people. 

He loves people so much that he doesn’t want to 

let them go and he wanted other people to do the 

same thing and share that message with others.  

Thought for  the day  

We are his chosen people, each day that we are 

to tell someone about how much we love God and 

how much he loves them.  

Prayer  

Dear God, 

Please help me to go 

about my day doing my 

best, living life like you 

ask and loving everyone 

so much that your love 

shines through me.  

Amen. 
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HEBREWS 4:12-16 SUNDAY 

Sermon notes  Prayer  
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EZEKIEL 36:26-28 WEDNESDAY 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from His  word.   



27 

When I was little, I clearly remember that I was often told by my 

grandma to pour a full bowl of raw rice into beggars' sack as she 

could not do it by herself due to her blindness when she became 

65s. In those days, rice is the only food we can give. When this 

memory came up on me, I asked myself " Is my grandma good?   

If she is good, why is she a bit cruel to my mum? 

Later I find the answer from Ephesians 2:10. By doing human 

beings' good works can't make us good people, There is a limitation 

for human beings' good as we are not perfect at all. Good works 

have to come from Chris Jesus through salvation by faith. Good 

works don't give us salvation, but they are the result of salvation. 

There is a sequence here, Salvation comes first, then it will naturally 

lead to good works through Jesus Christ. This goods works don't 

need human beings' effort, and it is perfectly good as God is in us, 

He creates us, He knows us and He prepares in advance for us. 

Prayer  

God, we are not good, but you sent your son to make us good.  

Thank you!  
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EPHESIANS 2:10 TUESDAY 

The result of  salvation  
written by Helen Li  
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being formed by God’s word  

LUKE 6:43-45 MONDAY 

These verses are at the end of a sermon Jesus gave, not just to His chosen 

Twelve Disciples, but also to a large crowd of people who had gathered to see 

Him. The sermon ends with a series of short sayings that bring out the kind of 

character disciples should show. Verses 43-45 get right to the “heart” of the 

matter, literally and Jesus uses an illustration that would have been familiar to 

everyone listening. He says that good trees do not produce bad fruit and 

likewise bad trees do not produce good fruit. Furthermore, each tree is 

recognised by the fruit that it produces, so once you know what sort of tree it is 

you know exactly what sort of fruit it will produce. All very logical so far but in 

verse 45 Jesus applies this analogy to us personally and, like trees, we will be 

identified by the fruit we produce. So what is God really saying to us and how 

should it shape our thinking, words, actions and, indeed, our heart. Good 

conduct can only come out of a good heart. 

As Jesus’ illustration shows it would be as 

foolish to expect good fruit from bad trees 

as to expect good deeds from a bad person. 

Only the person with good things in his 

heart will bring out good teaching. That is 

the sort of character God wants us to be. 

Thought for  the day  

Remember, God loves us because He is 

good, not because We are good. 

“What we say is what we are” 

written by Brian Baines 

 

Prayer  

May the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my 

heart be pleasing in your 

sight, O Lord, my Rock and 

my Redeemer. (Psalm 

19:14)  



6 

These verses are a great foundation for life, a sound base on which to build.  

How wonderful to know how much God loves us and saves us thus enabling us 

to not only trust Him but to speak the truth and obey Him allowing for perfect 

freedom.  It is not an ominous task but rather a pleasure to learn and know 

what God has for us as we study His word. I marvel in the fact that daily God 

teaches us new ways to grow spiritually wherever we are. I thank God for the 

many opportunities which have been mine to speak with those holding 

Government positions but also to those living with addictions to encourage 

them to find God and seek His help in their daily lives. As I look back at my own 

life and the challenges Which 

were mine, orphaned from an 

early age, I am aware that trusting 

God and obeying His teaching has 

been the catalyst which gave me 

perfect freedom and courage to 

live my life. 

Thought for  the day  

Perfect freedom is available to all 

who hope and trust in God.  
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PSALM 119:41-48 TUESDAY 

Trusting the Law of  the Lord 
written by Margaret Sanz  

 

Prayer  

Lord, help us daily to meditate on  

and obey Your word so we might  

grow in grace and know your  

freedom and help us to share this  

with others in all we do.  

Amen. 

27 

This is part of a letter written by the disciple Peter, now an apostle and head of 

the Christian church, to people who were following Christ’s teaching. They had 

been going through hard times, being persecuted and scattered out of their 

homes and throughout the countries around. Although this may seem like a 

history lesson the bible is applicable for the past, present and future.  

It is a wonderful thing to know, that we, who follow Jesus today, are special! 

Chosen by God, to be his people belonging to God. But not by anything we have 

done, or what we have. And we don’t have to do it alone. He wants us to come 

together, to worship our God,  to serve Him, to praise Him and show others how 

wonderful God can change darkness into light. From him we receive mercy and 

join his chosen people. This also highlights that the Church is not a building, no 

matter how beautiful or useful it is. The church is a group of chosen people. Our  

Corps is going through difficult times at present. It is hard for some to change. 

Some complain, rebel even. Some may have given up or even left.  

I believe God wants us to keep our eyes on 

Him; to love and support each other and show 

others what a wonderful loving God we have.  

Thought for  the day  

How amazing  - we are the people of God!  
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1 PETER 2:9-10 MONDAY 

We are chosen by God to be his people 

written by Jania Wright 

 

Prayer  

Gracious Lord, thank you 

that you have called us 

to be your people.  

Help us to be the people 

you want us to be.  

Amen.  
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2 CORINTHIANS 3:7-18 SUNDAY 

Sermon notes  

Prayer  gathering three 

DON’T FORGET:  

we are worshipping 

together at 9.30AM in the 

Park Royal Parramatta 
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being formed by God’s word  

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5-9 WEDNESDAY 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from His  word.   



8 

These verses are part of Isaiah’s prophecies about Cyrus, the first King of Persia made 

some 90 years before he was born. The prophecies reveal God’s plans to rescue the 

Children of Israel from their captivity in Babylon - some 150 years later. Those plans 

revealed He would do this by using someone who would profess no belief in Him as the 

one and only God and who would die worshipping pagan idols. He would raise him up, 

support, strengthen and guide him, giving him military skill and help to overcome his 

enemies. 

And 150 years later, Cyrus ruled the greatest empire the world had ever seen. He was 

seen as a benevolent conqueror who respected the customs and religions of the 

countries he conquered. He is recognised for his achievements in efficient government 

for the benefit of the people. He is credited with the oldest known declaration of human 

rights and with influencing both Eastern and Western civilisations of the future. This 

person was no one act wonder but an exceptional human being. Famously, on 

conquering the Babylonian empire, he permitted the children of Israel to return to 

Jerusalem and funded the rebuilding of the Temple.  

In this prophecy, I see God demonstrating his ultimate control over his creation by 

achieving his promise to Abraham over 1000 years earlier and again rescuing the 

Israelites, not by using someone who believed in Him, but a non-believer. He controls 

Cyrus’ development and thinking and those of his enemies to the extent that, without 

Cyrus knowledge, God’s divine purposes are achieved and the world would know there is 

only one God.  

God emphasises his power as the source of light and darkness in the sense of day and 

night and in the sense of moral light and darkness. He also states His power as the 

creator of prosperity and disaster (resulting from allowing evil as the punishment for 

original sin). 
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ISAIAH 45:5-7 THURSDAY 

God is always faithful, always in control  
written by Ian Roberts 
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ROMANS 12:1-2 SATURDAY 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from His  word.   
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I love seeing Paul’s persistence in this text. Even though people weren’t responding 

to the Gospel, he kept sharing the good news, he kept telling people about Jesus. 

He didn’t give up because he knew that it mattered. He welcomed all into his 

house, and he was ready to take the next step whatever that meant. He also tells 

the Jews that salvation is for all, not only for the teachers of the law, the ones who 

have a certain knowledge, but that it is for everyone. God cares, loves beyond what 

we comprehend. He has grace, He is after the broken hearted, the lost, the ones 

that we don’t think His name can reach and His love never ceases to pursue each 

and everyone of us. Even when our eyes are closed, even when our ears don’t want 

to listen to what He has to say, He still cares, loves and pursues us.  

 

This teaches me to love the hard 

ones unconditionally, to welcome the 

misfits not only when I feel like it but 

at any time, to listen to the ones who 

are rejected, to share Jesus to all 

those around me.  

 

Thought for  the day  

Let’s love above and beyond,  

let’s welcome all, let’s share His 

name forevermore.  
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Prayer  

Lord Jesus, teach me to be more 

like You, to love like You do, to not 

give up on people, but to always 

care. In Your Holy Name Jesus, I 

pray. Amen.  

ACTS 28:23-31 FRIDAY 

Persistent love 
written by Jayne Combremont 

 For me these verses are a great assurance in coping with the events in life that are so 

hard to reconcile with what we know is a loving God. But God’s time frames are beyond 

our understanding and he is always in control. I think of good people in our lives who are 

often dealt illness and tragedy, one after the other. I think of the innocent victims of 

terrorism (Christchurch & Sri Lanka) and the collateral casualties of war (Flight MH17). 

These events cause us to wonder where God is in these events. 

On occasions, our own spiritual failures are the hardest to cope with and claim forgiveness 

because we doubt God’s ultimate power and control.  

Sometimes in our humanity, we also find it hard 

to accept that good things happen to bad people. 

So often, society’s system of justice seems less 

than perfect. People pushing the boundaries of 

fairness and good behaviour get rewards and 

benefits they do not deserve. Suffering and 

misfortune so often do not follow these people. 

Where is the just God of the Bible? 

The story behind these verses allow us to 

appreciate the magnitude of God’s control and 

power, Gods faithfulness and his ultimate love for 

mankind, notwithstanding the bad things that 

happen in life. Suffering and evil in the world are 

the consequence of original sin. Just as Cyrus 

was the rescuer of the Children of Israel, God 

provided his own Son as the ultimate rescuer of 

the human race.  

9 being formed by God’s word  

Thought for  the day  

By God’s grace and through the  

Holy Spirit, we have power to cope  

with these consequences of sin  

and to live holy lives. 

 

Prayer  

In those dark times in our lives,  

help us to remember that  

You are always in control  

and are faithful in Your promise 

 that we will always have  

Your Spirit with us. 

Amen. 



9 

A
U

G
U

S
T 

X
 F

A
C

TO
R
 

PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9 FRIDAY 

Think on good things  
written by Antoinette Fani Srour 

We are responsible for the kind of thoughts we have. Our thoughts, or habit of 

thought, are something that we develop and feed. Paul urges us to acquire a 

taste for good thinking. He challenges us to think about whatever is true, noble, 

just, pure, lovely, excellent, and worthy of praise. This becomes a filter to help 

us see how we currently think and move us toward godly thinking. How we 

think will ultimately determine how we act. 

It’s not just staying away from bad thoughts; the actual command here is 

proactive. We are to think about good things. We are to be the kind of people 

that intentionally focus on the things for which we can praise God. I think this 

involves filling our mind with the scripture, singing worship songs, surrounding 

ourselves with people who will encourage us in the Lord, participating in the life 

of the local church, telling others about Jesus, and so much more. 

 

It can be really easy to fall into the trap of thinking about the wrong things. We 

all do it at times, and before long, if we leave our negative thoughts unchecked, 

they can lead us to become upset or discouraged. 

In the Bible we are encouraged to think on good things. This shows us 

that there’s power in what we think about. Our thoughts can lead to a change 

in our actions and direction. The thoughts we think can determine where we go 

in life. Replace those negative thoughts with things that are positive, 

things that God would say about us or the situation we’re facing. By choosing 

good thoughts, we’re setting ourselves up for success in the future! 

10 23 

The laundry light bulb blew the other evening! I quickly discovered that it is 

challenging to do the washing in the dark.   Knowing where to squirt the stain 

remover… to accurately measure the washing powder… to press the right 

buttons on the machine…   What a relief to change the light bulb and complete 

the task with the confidence that the light brings.  Of course, this is physical 

darkness.   

John reminds us that God is light.  His light reveals all things about himself – 

his character, holiness and purity. There is nothing concealed. And his radiant 

glory can indeed pierce our spiritual darkness. Can you imagine living your life 

in the darkness, shadows and gloom of sin without the transformational 

presence of God? Thankfully we don’t have to.  

In the light of his glory we can see ourselves honestly. Things we may have 

concealed in the shadows can become obvious. Our holy father can and will 

work on those aspects of our character that do not honour him. We can see 

ourselves more clearly and seek his cleansing with sincere intent. 

While God’s light reveals our honest condition of the moment, it also 

illuminates the way forward as his guidance makes our pathway clear. 

And as we walk in God’s light we enhance our fellowship with him and with  

each other.  

Now, that’s a fabulous promise for 

our fellowship of believers!  

Thought for  the day  

It’s God’s promise (His truth), that 

we will become more like Him as 

we walk in his light. Hallelujah! 

22 
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1 JOHN 1:5-10 THURSDAY 

God is light; there is no darkness in Him 
written by Margaret Poore 

Prayer  

Radiant father God,    

In honesty we repent of our  

sinfulness and in humility we accept  

your forgiveness. May your word  

be authentic in us. May your light  

shine on us more and more. 

Amen. 
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PSALM 32:8-11 WEDNESDAY  

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from His  word.   
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JAMES 1:5-8 SATURDAY 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from his  word.   
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MATTHEW 4:1-11 

PSALM 119:105 

SUNDAY 

Sermon notes  Prayer  

We have heard discussions in the media of late of the need for reconciliation in one form 

or another in areas of our society. But here in this passage of scripture, God challenged 

me many years ago that because of sin, I became somewhat alienated from God. 

However, because of Christ’s cross experience, i.e. Christ died on the Cross as my 

substitute, I was given a process that would allow me to be reconciled back to God. 

Reconciliation means to “restore to a state of friendship & harmony”. I became a new 

creation. All I had to do was to believe.  

So’ when I (us) became a true believer, God saw me (us) as having died with Christ, but 

more importantly as having risen with Christ. I (we) are now in Christ. That is our position. 

Put simply everyone is either saved & in Christ or lost & outside of Christ. There is no 

middle position. That is how we should look at everyone around us: are they in Christ or 

outside of Christ?  

It follows that we now have a ministry of reconciliation. We are like true ambassadors to 

this world that is alienated from God. What message does God want us to promulgate? 

God loves them in spite of their sin & alienation from Him. He wants to reconcile them to 

Himself. God has made it possible to restore them to a state of friendship & harmony with 

Him. Thus, this becomes our message & ministry of reconciliation.  

What can we learn about God from this 

passage? He is a very personal God. 

Thought for  the day  

What is God’s word challenging me with today? 
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21 TUESDAY 

Ministry of  reconciliation  
written by Ross Duncan 

Prayer  

Dear God, I give you thanks  

for the walk we take together and  

pray that I may be a worthy  

advocate for telling of your saving  

grace in my life. 



19 

One word immediately comes into mind when I read this passage and that is trust. Trust in 

the Lord to be true to His word and be our rock and salvation. Verse 31 tells us not to 

worry about what we will eat, drink or wear, in other words the materialistic things in our 

lives. Nowadays we seem to be infatuated with the things around us  that we begin to lose 

sight of the most important thing to us as Christians - the kingdom of God. This passage 

lets us know that the Lord is aware of these things and they will be provided to us 

accordingly. Instead of turning our attention to what the world has to offer us, we should 

look to Our Father in Heaven and focus on the life everlasting He gives. The materialistic 

things of the world will one day disappear leaving us with nothing but regret for choosing 

to side with the world instead of God and His kingdom. 

Therefore we should put our trust and faith in God and His 

word, and he will see to it that we are well fed and clothed. 

After all, he is the God who feeds the birds who neither sow 

nor reap. Don't you think he will do much for us who are 

created in his own image and likeness? Seek God first and 

the things of the world will fall in line according to His word. 

Thought for  the day  

Take into account your daily routine. How much time do you 

stop to thank God for what He has done for you? Ask 

yourself, “ How do I spend most of my time? By doing that 

am I helping to further God’s ministry in any way, or is my 

time being spent on things that could be easily lost or 

perishable. Take time to talk to God and ask him to guide 

and direct you along your path of salvation.  
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Prayer  

Dear Lord, 

Help us to focus on  

you and your kingdom 

rather than the things  

of the world so that  

your promise to  

provide us with all our 

needs will be fulfilled.  

We ask this through  

Christ our Lord.  

MATTHEW 6:31-34 MONDAY 

The kingdom of  righteousness 
written by Patricia Yeboah 

13 

In this passage, Jesus is being questioned by the Jews within the temple. As throughout 

Jesus life, the Jews at times questioned his position and his influence among the people 

of Israel. Doubt is an ignorance that blinds us as we are scared to put trust in something 

that we do not know. We learn that God above all is loyal to his followers as is Jesus and 

together they are one powerhouse! 

This passage reminds me of an article I read in a newspaper of a bushfire survivor 

during the 2009 bushfires in Regional Victoria. This story detailed that of a man who 

lived in the area for many years. When he was building his house, he made sure to build 

the house with fireproof retardant materials. This included sealants, roof guttering and 

other building materials that would minimise the impact of his house burning in a 

bushfire. At the time of construction, his neighbours and people within the community 

questioned him and his belief about his extra preparation stating “was the extra cost and 

work worth it all as we haven’t seen bushfires in this area for generations?”.  

The photo in the newspaper article showed among thickly blackened ground and dead 

trees with fragments of neighbour houses from the ravaging 

fire that swept through, his house still stood, unscathed and 

intact as he trusted what he knew to be true. 

 In the same way, Jesus and God challenge us to believe in 

them even if we doubt them, for they represent a guiding 

truth to our daily lives. 

Thought for  the day  

When you know to take the step and believe the truth yet are 

unsure or afraid, just move your foot ever so closer. Soon you 

will not have noticed you have already taken on step.  
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JOHN 10:22-30 MONDAY 

Questions and Answers  
written by Troy Gibbs 

Prayer  

I thank you Lord for 

continuing to believe in  

us, man, woman, and  

child when we have  

doubted your power 

and your path to live 

lives that bless your  

presence and being. 

Amen.  
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PROVERBS 3:5-6  TUESDAY 

Even though I was born into a Christian family, I had to learn to trust God. It wasn’t 

natural for me. It isn’t natural for any of us. We like to do things by ourselves. 

However, slowly but surely God taught me how to trust and leave my worries with 

Him, rather then wrestle with them in my mind. 

Trusting God is simply believing that He loves you and knowing He is good; that He 

has the power to help you and He wants to help you. Trusting with all your heart is 

not easy in our distraction-filled lives, but it is essential.  

We are asked “not to lean on our own understanding”, meaning we do not need to 

try and figure out our problems by ourselves. 

We might think we know all the answers 

based on our previous experiences or our 

friends’ advice, but in reality only God has all 

the answers.  

The second part of the verse tells us to 

“acknowledge God in all our ways” by 

submitting ourselves to His guidance and 

direction.  When we recognize His authority 

in our lives, God “will make our paths 

straight” by showing us which way He wants 

us to go and directing our steps.  
 

Thought for  the day  

Choose today to trust in the Lord and look 

only to Him for answers. 

 

Prayer  

Dear Lord,  

Please give me the heart 

 to trust you fully. Help me  

fight the urge to lean  

on my own knowledge  

and intelligence. 

Amen. 

Trusting God all the time 
written by Natasha Rudd 
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2 TIMOTHY 3:10-17 SUNDAY 

Sermon notes  Prayer  
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I particularly like the Message translation of this passage as it reminds us that, as 

Christians, our attitudes and actions should reflect our decision to follow Christ. So 

often we can get caught up in what is right in front of us (work, friendship circles 

etc.) and we lose sight of Jesus. Then follows the cascade effect where we spend 

less time with God, our mood/attitude shifts to a negative nature, our relationships 

start to get tested and your whole mindset turns to a “woe is me” outlook where 

you struggle to see the Light.  

We need to start to look at the bright side of life 

and realise how truly blessed we are.  

Look up and beyond your current situation. Be alert 

and mindful of when you are starting to lose sight 

of His Light and learn to identify your particular 

triggers of what causes your negative mindset to 

begin in the first place.  

If we keep our minds on God, our Earthly problems 

don’t feel so big in comparison.  

As Christians, don’t we want to make a positive 

impact on those around us? We should be a 

shining light in the darkness that can consume 

those around us. We do not want that darkness to 

either consume us as well or for us to contribute to 

someone else’s darkness.  

Thought for  the day  

Stay alert. Change your mindset. Be the Light.  
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Prayer  

Dear Lord, 

Please help me  

to identify anything  

that is impacting  

my mindset in  

a negative way and  

to take control.  

Help me to stay alert  

and be mindful of  

the positive influence  

I can be to those  

around me. 

Amen.  

  

COLOSSIANS 3:1-3 SATURDAY 

Change your mindset 
written by Rachael Maxwell 
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WEDNESDAY 

being formed by God’s word  

PROVERBS 24:17-18 

MATTHEW 5:43-48 

S 
Rewrite  the  
scripture verse in 
your own words 
O 
What do you 
observe in this  
passage?   
A 
How do these 
verses  apply  to 
your l i fe?   
P  
Reply to what God 
has  said to you 
from his  word.   
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This passage reminds us that God has given us a spirit of courage, power, love and 

self-discipline or self-control. The Greek word used here is not translatable and a 

biblical scholar, Falconer, has suggested it means ‘control oneself in the face of 

panic or passion’. Further, in v9 we are informed that we have received this gift 

from God, not because of anything that we have done but because of God’s 

purpose and grace. 

This gift was manifested to us through Jesus Christ who conquered death though 

his crucifixion and resurrection. 

Therefore, we should be prepared 

to spread the gospel and not be 

concerned if we suffer as a result. 

God also uses His spirit to protect, 

guard that which we have been 

given and that which we have given 

to God. Not only do we entrust to 

God but God entrusts to us. 

God works his will, his good and 

perfect will through his people, 

through we who have consecrated 

our lives to Him. 
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Prayer  

O Lord, may we remember  

when we face trials and  

opposition that you have given us  

a spirit of courage and power.  

A spirit that upholds and supports  

us as we endeavour to share  

the good news with our neighbours.   

Amen.  

2 TIMOTHY 1:7-14 THURSDAY 

We have not been given a spirit of  Timidity  
written by Barry Fischle  

17 

Aren’t Paul’s words amazing! They were written over 2,000 years ago but yet 

are still so relevant in 2019. Days are still evil: ISIS, slavery, unfair 

imprisonment, communism, drug problems, homelessness and so many people 

living in self-indulgent lives with little thought for God.  

So, let us make every day an opportunity to be wise in Christ and be filled with 

His Spirit instead of wine. Seek his will daily.  

Worshipping at Parramatta Salvation Army gives us every opportunity to “speak 

to one another with hymns and spiritual songs.” This helps me on the Christian 

walk to then go out in the name of Christ to lead others to Him. We can 

transform our patch of this earth for Him.  

Singing and making music to the Lord is easy for me  - I love singing and cherish 

the 55 years spent as a songster. We can be blessed beyond words when we 

listen to Christian music. In the movie ‘Amadeus’ - the life story of Mozart, a 

woman soprano sings angelically. Salieri remarks 

“Surely this is the voice of God”.  

Be thankful to God for everything; even in 

hardship, suffering and pain. We can steer safely 

through the storm as long as our heart is right 

and our trust fixed on God. Show God’s music in 

your heart, being joyful and thankful.  

Thought for  the day  

A single grateful thought toward heaven  

is the most complete prayer.  
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EPHESIANS 5:15-20 FRIDAY 

Singing from your heart 

written by Val Godkin 

Prayer  

Dearest Lord Jesus,  

Teach me to live fully 

for you and to use 

every opportunity  

you give me.  


