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SCHOOL FOR OFFICER TRAINING 
CELEBRATION & THANKSGIVNG 
Commissioner Ian Cutmore & Alison Briggs 

The Celebration and Thanksgiving event for the 
Australia Eastern Territory Officer Training 
College was held on Saturday 15th December at its 
Bexley North (Sydney) site, with special guests 
Colonels Mark and Julie Campbell.   

This marked the end of an era of Officer training in 
Sydney, but celebrated an ongoing story, as all new 
cadets will be trained at the national Eva Burrows 
Officer Training College in Melbourne, Victoria. 

Prior to the official segment over 150 people 
enjoyed the historic display, catching up over a 
cup of tea, and the playing of the Sydney Salvation 
Brass band. 

Since its opening in 1980, over 900 women and 
men have passed through the Bexley facility; a 
wealth of dedication and commitment to God and 
The Salvation Army. 

Major Gregory Morgan reminded those present 
that heritage is never lost, and encouraged them to 
reflect on the fact that those trained at Bexley 
continue to mission and bring life and hope to all  

Email: tricoloureditor@hotmail.com  

around Australia. 

Lt Col Campbell (pictured 
right) spoke on the theme 
“You are chosen”, and said 
that Salvation Army 
Officers are chosen to a life, 
rather than a place.  

As the band played the 
tune “Austria” with which we associate the well-
known words “Bless our Army! With Thy fire 
baptise us all”, the close of session ceremony for 
the “Messengers of Compassion”, the last Cadets 
Cadets trained at Bexley North, was conducted. 

A feature of the afternoon was a video featuring 
the first Training College Principal, Commissioner 
Ian Cutmore (R) who was instrumental in the 
relocation in 1980 from the original college in 
Petersham.  It provided some background to the 
move to the Bexley site. 

The School for Officer Training, Bexley 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME ……… 
to attend the next Historical  
Society meetings 
 

SYDNEY CHAPTER  
 7.30pm, Thursday 28 March - The 

Salvation Army in the Public Eye.  A 
history of the Army in secular 
movies & Music – Guest, Garth 
Hentzschel at The Salvation Army, 
432 West Botany Street, Rockdale 

BRISBANE CHAPTER  
 Monday 29th April at The Salvation 

Army Carindale, 202 Gallipoli Rd, Carina 
Heights   
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Commissioner Cutmore writes - With the transfer 
of officer training to Melbourne history is repeating 
itself.  
 
It is returning to how it was before the Eastern 
Australia Territory was formed in 1921 and the 
Petersham College became so significant a training 
centre to us for the next 60 years.  
 
During that time significant changes have taken 
place.  The residential training period has doubled, 
children now come to College with their parents, 
and the traditional men’s and women’s sides exist 
now only in the history books.  It wasn’t set in 
cement after all.  The curriculum has been 
progressively developed to become more 
comprehensive to prepare cadets for a changing 
world.    
 
And if changes took place in the training 
programme so also they did in that original 
Petersham 
College 
(pictured 
right).  It 
began to leak 
badly in wet 
weather, the 
electrical 
wiring was 
old, 
inadequate and unsafe.  The building itself was 
decaying and the three and a half acres site had 
become crowded.     
 
There were other huge challenges quite outside the 
Army’s own province.  Traffic noise had greatly 
multiplied.  The noisy trams of earlier days were 
replaced with noisy buses, and the placement of 
traffic lights at both sides of the College made the 
straining buses and heavy traffic louder than ever 
as it changed gears for the slight rise in Livingston 
Road.  It also happened to be directly under the 
flight path to Mascot.  No modifications to the 
buildings seemed to answer these challenges. And 
the fascinated castellated veneer it showed to the 
public (children were sometimes told it was the 

castle of the Jack and the Beanstalk story) was 
cosmetic ….just a façade. 
 
Many of these challenges would not find solutions at 
the Petersham site.  At Bexley North the Army had a 
property on 10 acres of land.  The former Salvation 
Army Boys’ Home was to be closed.  Some of the 
buildings were substantial and had housed up to 
125 boys in care.  But government policy had 
changed and large institutions were no longer in 
favour. There were only a dozen or so lads left and 
they were waiting for placement.   
 
Here was the nucleus of a fine College campus 
already in place.  The suggestion was made and 
approval in principle given and so the transfer 
commenced.  A long dormitory of many beds made 
an attractive assembly hall, the bathroom with its 
multiple wash basins all in a row became 
classrooms, and the kitchen and dining room made 
a useful library, much more spacious than anything 
Petersham could offer.   
 
A notable bonus was space to build stand-alone 
units for cadet families and small-group 
accommodation for singles.  
 
 The chief architect of the whole site was the son of a 
previous Training Principal and he well understood 
the ethos of Salvation Army officer training.   
Nielsen Warren merits particular mention this day.  
He was doubtless the right man for the job.  One 
might even say he was God’s provision for it. 
 
So in April 1980 on a delightful Spring Saturday, 
and amid great excitement, the State Governor, Sir 
Roden Cutler, officially opened the new Training 
College amidst much excitement.  Everything 
seemed to confirm the rightness of the move.  And it 
was possible to announce that the project had been 
fully funded through public subscription and the 
generous and sacrificial covenanting of Eastern 
Territory Salvationists and their friends. 
 
All this happened nearly 40 years ago.  You might 
ask if people back then had reservations about the 
change.  Of course they did.  Change is seldom easy.  
There was a long and proud association with 55 
Livingstone Road and they were sad to see it go.   
Many had themselves trained there.  There were 
strong loyalties.   No doubt people will feel much the 
same today as we end the chapter on officer 
training at Bexley North.  
 
But these buildings do not exist for themselves.  
They are intended for those who have felt the ‘grip 

The Close of Session ceremony for the 
“Messenger of Compassion” 
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 of God’ on their lives and plan to invest themselves in 
a holy and sacred ministry.  It won’t really matter 

where they live, work and study 
just so long as they truly pursue, 
and discover for themselves, what 
is often called the ‘spirit of the 
Army’ and which I find reason to 
believe that even in its imperfect 

form, is like-to the spirit of Jesus.  
And that is the supreme 
qualification still needed, still 

coveted, and no service without it could ever reach its 
intended fulfilment, personally nor for the Army. 
 
Catherine Booth laid down the strategy for training 
of Officers  “We begin with the heart. If the heart isn’t 
right nothing else will be”.   I suspect that is what she 
meant by the spirit of Jesus. 
 
And I pray God TODAY that this will characterise the 
officers of TOMORROW.  Wherever they may train 
and whoever they may be, known or unknown to us, 
and that God will be with them.  And I also pray that 
by his grace God will help US to preserve that same 
ideal in what remains of our own life and service. 
 
The great Dag Hammarskjold had a word for this 
moment:  
 

FOR ALL THAT IS PAST “ THANKS” 
- TO ALL THAT IS TO COME  “ YES” 

 

IN BLACK & WHITE  
– Historical Newspaper Clippings  
 
“Quoth Ned 
Trickett, the first 
Australian to win 
the sculling 
championship of 
the world, in an 
‘Evening News’ 
interview:  “The 
happiest and greatest day in my life was the day I 
was converted, and joined the Salvation Army.  It 
was by far a happier day for me than the one on 
which I won the sculling championship of the 
world.”  It was 35 years ago on June 27 that he 
won the championship of the world by defeating 
Sadler on the Thames in 1876.  When Trickett 
returned to Sydney he was presented with a 
testimonial of £880.  Hanlan later defeated 
Trickett on three occasions, who then retired from 
the sculling world.  The veteran sculler was born 
in a cottage at Woolwich, on September 22, 1851.  
He is therefore now 60 years of age, but still an 
ideal stamp of a man, standing 6ft 3 ½ in., and 

weighing 16 stone.  When in his prime his rowing 
weight was 12 ½ stone.  Trickett is employed in a 
responsible position in the Customs Department at 
Sydney, where he has been for the past eighteen 
years.” 
Freeman’s Journal (Sydney) Thursday 3 August 1911, page 
22 
 

Editor:  Ned Trickett, who was the first Australian 
to be recognised as a world champion in any sport, 
was converted in 1893 and became an Envoy in 
The Salvation Army.   In 1916 Ned visited his son 
Fred at Uralla, NSW.  Fred ran the general store 
and was gold mining as a hobby.  Ned helped Fred 
work the shaft until tragedy struck when the walls 
of the gold mine shaft collapsed.  Ned survived the 
initial injuries but died on 28th November 1916 as 
a result of the injuries he received.  He is buried in 
the Salvation Army section of the Uralla cemetery. 
A memorial to him was erected by the public 
subscription at Uralla in 1918. 

 

Watch a YouTube video about Trickett at 
http://www.row2k.com/video/The-Ned-Trickett-
story/7865/  and read more in the Australian Dictionary of 
Biography http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/trickett-
edward-4747  

 
 
FIRST BRISBANE HERITAGE MEETING 
FOR 2019 COMMEMORATES THE 
DEFENCE SERVICES OF THE 
SALVATION ARMY  Garth Hentzschel 

 
Major Brett Gallagher, the current Chief 
Commissioner of The Salvation Army Red Shield 
Defence Services (RSDS), presented an historical 
overview and up-to-date portrayal of The 
Salvation Army’s work with the Defence Services. 

 

Commissioner 
Ian Cutmore 

IN 

  Memory Of 

   EDWARD TRICKETT 

Champion Sculler Of The 

World From 1876 to 1880 

Born Woolwich Dock, N.S.W., 1851 

       DIED AT URALLA 

   NOVEMBER 28th, 1916. 

A Man Justly Honored By All Who 

Knew Him As A Noble Type Of Sportsman 

And An Equally Noble Type Of Citizen. 

First Australian To Win A World's 

Championship. 

Erected By His Friends And Admirers. 

 

http://www.row2k.com/video/The-Ned-Trickett-story/7865/
http://www.row2k.com/video/The-Ned-Trickett-story/7865/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/trickett-edward-4747
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/trickett-edward-4747
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Brett firstly outlined that the RSDS has celebrated 
120 years of services from the Boer War through 
to the current service, both at home and abroad. 
The work and ministry of Mary Murray during the 
Boer War was described.  She was asked by 
General William Booth to go to South Africa to 
command the Army’s work with the British forces.  

Brett identified the first contact between 
Australian troops and The Salvation Army’s early 
“War Work” was not recorded in detail, but was 
likely to have been Welfare Officer Lieutenant 
William Hooper who made contact with members 
of the Victorian Mounted Rifles. 
 
It is, however, his belief that The Salvation 
Army’s most notable War Service identity was 
William McKenzie, better known as ‘Fighting Mac’.  
A number of stories and myths about the man and 

his ministry were outlined.  Other ministry 

during World War 
One was also covered, 
including the work of 
American 
Salvationists who 
became known as 

“doughgirls”, because 
they cooked fresh 
donuts for the 
soldiers. 
 
Examples of World 
War Two 
Salvationists’ service 
was illustrated 

through Brigadier Sir Arthur McIlveen’s work with 
the Rats of Tobruk, and The Salvation Army’s 
famous ‘Hop in’ centres. 
 
Images of vehicles from World War Two to the 
present were shown, as was photos of the current 
vehicles in action.  

Major Laurie Arthur, a “Sallymam” told of her 
personal experiences of joining with military 
personal on the front line of service and in training.  

She also talked about the 
need for female 
personnel to support the 
growing percentage of 
women in the armed 
services and the 
challenges this brings.  
 
To bring the story up to 
date, images were 
shown and stories told 
from the contemporary 
ministry, stating that the 

“Sallyman” is doing their 
job when they listen to a 
hurting heart and 
commune with a soldier 
over a cuppa and a 
biscuit. 

 
Questions were asked by the audience relating to 
both historical and current services.  Each were 
answered with clear and concise responses which 
gave more insight to the structure, services and 
potential future of the ministry. 

 
SYDNEY MUSEUM 
Lindsay Cox 
 

The Australia Territory has one museum, called 

The Salvation Army Australia Museum, and is 
located at two sites, Sydney and Melbourne. 
 
Lindsay Cox is the Museum Manager (located in 
Melbourne), with Major Donna Bryan as Assistant 
Museum Manager (Melbourne) and Don Callaghan 
employed as the Assistant Museum Manager 
(Sydney) 
 

After its re-opening on 18th February the Sydney 

Museum is now open to visitors and researchers 
from 9am to 2pm Monday to Friday, and 9.30an to 
1.30pm every Saturday; or by appointment. 
 
On the Museum's first open Saturday, 8 visitors 
attended, and on the first week there were 22 
visitors. 
 
Don aims to attract Salvationists and non-
Salvationist to come and see and learn from the 
array of fascinating objects on exhibition.  He aims 

to recruit reliable and knowledgeable volunteers 
to assist him in his goals.  Don also will solicit 

A section of the audience at the first 
Brisbane heritage meeting 

(photo courtesy of Robert Marshall) 

Major Brett Gallagher, 
Chief Commissioner 
RSDS talks about the 

past, present and 
future of the ministry 
(photo courtesy Garth 

Hentzschel) 

Major Laurie Arthur 
describing her 

experience working 
with female soldiers 

(photo courtesy of 
Garth Hentzschel) 
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speaking engagements from within and outside 
the Army. 

 
Don will redevelop the 
Museum's exhibits, 
making them more 
thematic and 
interpretive. Additional 
items can be resourced 
from the Melbourne 
Museum, and it is 
anticipated that 
themed exhibitions will 
be exchanged between 
the two museum sites 
from time to time. 
 

In conjunction with the expansion of the Museum's 
opening hours, it was decided to remove the 
historical archives from Sydney to make a 
comprehensive national repository in Melbourne.  
 

In the past, by far the most of the enquiries were 
handled via emails or post, so this remains 
unchanged except for the archive's location.  
Visiting researchers who were once able to 
access these archives in Bexley are 
disadvantaged, but the same may be said for 
enquiries from other southern states, 
particularly Perth. 
   
Don will receive "eastern" enquiries and search 
what was Eastern Territory Heritage Database, 
consulting the digitised publications and library at 
Sydney.  Further information from files deposited 

at Melbourne (eg the War Cry) will be sent to 
him to enhance his responses.  
 

Visiting researchers to the Sydney Museum will 
have access to digitised publications and the 
Heritage Database. 
 
The development of the Museum's role in the 
mission of the new Territory will see the story of 
our Army celebrated across a wider audience. 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
– The Salvation Navy 
In June 1885, a benefactor gave General William 
Booth a steam yacht.  It visited many places along 
the English coast attracting large crowds which 
assembled on piers and beaches for the evangelical 
meetings conducted by her crew. The intention 
was that ss Iolé would visit all the ports along the 
southern coast of England, contacting and 
ministering to naval and merchant seaman alike. 

This 
nautical 
campaign 
failed before 
it started 
when on 19 
June 1886 
Iolé sank 
after hitting 
a sandbar. 

(The Salvation Army Heritage Centre, Melbourne) 
 

 

7TH ISSUE OF THE 
AUSTRALASIAN 
JOURNAL OF 
SALVATION ARMY 
HISTORY (AJSAH) 
  
The Australasian Journal of 
Salvation Army History has 
published its seventh issue!  It 

is again full of original research on topics and 
people connected with The Salvation Army. 
  
Contributors again represent its international 
readership with papers from: Australia by, Dr. 
David Malcolm Bennett, Alison Briggs, Major Bob 
Broadbere, Garth R. Hentzschel, Howard 
McLachlan; New Zealand by, Lt.Col. Bill Allott, 
Selwyn Bracegirdle, Captain Hana Seddon; and, 
United Kingdom by Gordon Taylor. 
  
Topics include, historical biographies of 
Salvationists, landmarks named after Salvationists, 
Army work in rural towns, a look at The War 
Cry, youth sections, the Booth’s resignation from 
the Methodists, book reviews from international 
contributors, and more! 
  
The journal will be available free to read during 
March 2019 so do not miss out! Note the change of 
web address 
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/historicalsociet

y/discover-our-history/australasian-journal-of-

salvation-army-history/ 

ss Iolé 

NEW LOCATION FOR SYDNEY 
CHAPTER MEETINGS 

 

The Salvation Army 
432 West Botany Street, Rockdale 

https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/historicalsociety/discover-our-history/australasian-journal-of-salvation-army-history/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/historicalsociety/discover-our-history/australasian-journal-of-salvation-army-history/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.au/historicalsociety/discover-our-history/australasian-journal-of-salvation-army-history/
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COULD THIS BE THE CAR? 
 
You may remember the story of the “Bolting Horse- 
Lucky Escape” reported in a Grenfell newspaper in 
July 1938, and retold in issue No. 59, June 2015 of 
this newsletter. 
 
It tells of the bolting horse attached to the 
“Salvation Army sulky”, careering down the main 
street of Grenfell and hitting a stationary car.  The 
sulky was hurled high in the air and the horse 
went through a shop window.  With the sulky 
smashed beyond repair, the two lassie officers, 
Adjt Marguerite (Greta) Treffone and Captain 
Robertson, “had to carry on on foot, and their 
work was greatly hampered”. 
 
In the space of just two months, the Grenfell 
towns-folk rallied around and raised enough 
money to buy a car to replace the horse and sulky. 
 

This photo (above) from the album of Elaine 
Pearce’s mother (Ellen Gibson) shows (l to r) 
Ellen, Greta and her sister Ella Treffone (also a SA 
officer), at Mt Canobolos, Orange, NSW in 1941. 
 
Greta and Ella Treffone were the Corps Officers at 
Orange, NSW between 1940 and 1944. 
 
The writing on the back of the photo says “The 
Treffone’s car”.  So … is this the car that the 
Grenfell towns-folk bought to replace the smashed 
sulky? 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS to this newsletter can be 
made by – 

 Submitting a photo connected to The 
Salvation Army for “Caught by the 
Camera” and telling us in 50 words or less, 
the story behind it. 

 Submitting “My Story”, which in 500 words, 
could be about a person, place or event 
connected to The Salvation Army.  Up to 2 
photographs can be included. 

 Submitting your Research Paper of up to 
750 words, which can include up to 3 
photos. 

 A short newspaper clipping for “In Black & 
White”, including the newspaper reference. 

Please email your contributions to 
tricoloureditor@hotmail.com.   
Please note that inclusion of contributions is at the 
discretion of the Editor, and that some editing may 
be necessary. 

THE  SALVATION  ARMY AUSTRALIA 
MUSEUM 

 

 SYDNEY – 32a Barnsbury Grove, Bexley 
North.  Open 9am-2pm Mon-Fri &  Sat 
9.30am-1.30pm 
ph (02) 9502.0424          Email:  
don.callaghan@aue.salvationarmy.org 
 

 MELBOURNE – L4, 69 Bourke St, 
Melbourne.  Open 9am-4pm Mon-Fri & 1st 
Sat of the month 
Ph (03) 9653 3270      Email: 
lindsay.cox@aus.salvationarmy.org 
 

 Please contact the staff at the Museum if you 
have information or mementos that you 
think may be of interest to them. 

 If you are a researcher, please phone prior 
to your visit. 
 
 

THE  SALVATION  ARMY  AUSTRALIA  EASTERN  TERRITORY  HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Sydney Chapter: 
Vice President:  Warwick Kingston 
Postal Address:  PO Box 4063, Bexley North, 
NSW, 2207 
Email:  
warwick.kingston@aue.salvationarmy.org 

Brisbane Chapter: 
President:  Mr Garth Hentzschel 
Postal Address:  PO Box 998, Mt Gravatt, Qld, 
4122 
 
Email:  AJSAHistory@gmail.com  
 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the office bearers or members of 
the committee of the Society.  Every effort has been 

made to obtain and publish reliable information.  
The Society however, as a body, accepts no 

responsibility for editorial or advertising content. 
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