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THE SALVATION ARMY ROADSHOW 
Garth Hentzschel.  Photos courtesy of Robert Marshall 

 
At the most recent public meeting of the Brisbane 
Chapter, people opened their cupboards and 
wardrobes to reveal hidden Salvation Army gems. 
The meeting was somewhat of a ‘show and tell’, 
encouraging people to bring and show the Army 
items special to them.  A wide variety of items 
were shown and stories behind them discussed. 
 
After treasurer Robert Marshall opened the 
meeting in prayer, president Garth Hentzschel 
discussed the fact that sometimes the link with 
items and the Salvation Army are not always at 
first obvious.  He showed a novel titled, The 
Seduction of Mary Kelly, with no apparent 
connection to the Army.  The novel however, 
claimed that Jack the Ripper was a female 
Salvationist. 
 

Member-at-large Don Ford 
(left), showed the uniform 
tunic that belonged to his 
father and talked about the 
trimmings and his father’s 
service.  Of interest was the 
fact the uniform still had 
within its pocket the receipt 
for its purchase for £10.   
 
Sky Savle 

(right), talked about how she 
has just started to attend The 
Salvation Army, and enjoyed 
the study of history.  She 
therefore was very excited to 
learn about an ancestor who 
was a Salvationist, and shared 
a photo with the meeting.   

               Email: tricoloureditor@hotmail.com 
 
 
Member-at-large Major Cec 
Woodward (right), showed 
an old ‘Soldier’s Penny Song 
Book’ and spoke about some 
of the songs that appeared in 
its pages. 
 
A number of people 
displayed ephemera items 
including, Corps centenary 
booklets, letters from leading 
officers, advertising booklets from the time of 
Commissioner Hay, badges, spoons, watches, and 
other items with Salvation Army symbols 
attached.  It was also discussed that it is now 
difficult to purchase some Salvation Army items, 
with the USA territories not always willing to post 
internationally, and the trade in Hong Kong 
closing. 
 
Colonel Olive Lucas shared with the group her 
collection of Salvation Army shields, pointing out 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME ……… 
to attend the next Historical  
Society meetings 
 

SYDNEY CHAPTER  
 7.30pm, Thursday 6th June- “120 

Years of Cuppas” – an illustrated 
talk by Lindsay Cox at The Salvation 
Army, 432 West Botany Street, 
Rockdale 

BRISBANE CHAPTER  
 Saturday 27th July -  “Music of Joy 

Webb:  A Celebration of Music & Song” 
at The Salvation Army Carindale, 202 
Gallipoli Rd, Carina Heights   

 

mailto:tricoloureditor@hotmail.com
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that all of them were made without the word 
“The”.  Some had portions of the crest displayed in 
the corners, some were made of silver, others gold, 
and others mother of pearl.  Some of the shields 
were specially made for her in India.    
 

Secretary Major Glenda 
Hentzschel (left), showed a 
number of items. Firstly, 
caps from the USA with a 
Red Shield and the words 
“Retired Officers’ Club” 
stamped on them.  
Secondly, a picture frame 
with photos of her parents 
and grandparents alongside 
their Salvation Army long 

service medals. Thirdly, picture frames with 
photos of her daughter and her SAGALA badges, 
including the General’s Guard award, and 
Territorial Guard of the Year name plate. 
 

Laura Macleod (left), shared 
how, when she testified at 
work that she was to become a 
Senior Soldier, a former 
Salvationist gave her a William 
Bear, produced by the 
Melbourne trade.  She also had 
started to purchase the books 
by Mildred Duff and Noel 
Hope after the Brisbane 
Chapter held a meeting on 

them.  Laura gave a review of the series Rude Rosa 
by these Salvationist authors. 
 
Special project’s co-ordinator Rachel Hentzschel, 
talked about her ‘precious moments’ figure and 
doll wearing a jump-suit with the words “Born to 
be a Salvationist” and a Red Shield bib, produced 
by SP&S London.  She also spoke about her 
collection of Army publications that she has been 
indexing. 

 
Treasurer Robert Marshall 
(left), presented a number of 
early Salvation Army officer 
items, including Marching 
orders and an officer’s 
commission, and told how 
these were acquired in a junk 
shop. 
 

Garth Hentzschel then revealed some of his range 
of Salvation Army paraphernalia; uniforms, books, 
plates, badges, art work, figures, tins, money boxes, 
coins, photos, etc. 

Garth finished the night emphasising that each 
item and each person had a story.  Showing the 
photographs of his great-grandparents, grand-
parents and parents in Salvation Army uniform, he 
explained that each of their stories impacted for 
Christ the story for the next generation.  “It was”, 
he said, “important for each of us to tell our story 
as we never know the impact it will have”.  Garth 
shared that when in New Zealand he talked to a 
person who remembered seeing little Salvationists 
in Earlwood, Sydney, holding an open-air meeting.  
They worked out that Garth was one of those 
people.  “We never know what impact our story 
will have.” 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP of ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY   
Our historical society is now an Affiliated Society 
of the Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS), 
Australia’s oldest historical organisation founded 
in Sydney in 1901. 
 
The Society promotes the study of Australian 
history, with a particular focus on New South 
Wales local and community history.   It organises 
events, produces publications and provides 
research advice and support to its membership 
network of individuals and local historical 
societies.  
 
This membership means that each one of you is 
entitled to free member events and event 
discounts.  You are also entitled to free access to 
their library at History House, 133 Macquarie 
Street, Sydney, opposite the Royal Botanic 
Gardens.  This library is open 8am-5pm Monday to 
Friday and contains a valuable research collection 
of more than 60,000 items on Australian history. 
 
Phone them on 02 9247.8001 or check out the 
website www.rahs.org.au, where you can 
subscribe to their “news and events”, and/or their 
“e-newsletter”.  When subscribing, when asked if 
you are an RAHS member or affiliate – select 
“affiliate” and add the name “Salvation Army 
Historical Society”. 
 
 

THE SALVATION ARMY IN THE PUBLIC 
EYE  Alison Briggs 
From the songs of the Beatles, to those of Olivia 

Newton John, INXS and Elvis Presley.  From the 

movie “The Christmas Candle”, to “The Muppet 

Movie”, a remake of “King Kong” and “Guys and 

Dolls”.   

http://www.rahs.org.au/
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Over fifty Sydney chapter 

members were taken on a roller 

coaster ride by presenter Garth 

Hentzschel, via the public’s 

perception of The Salvation 

Army over the years, expressed 

through movies, music and 

song. 

 

From all over the world, and 

different genre, we were introduced to some of the 

300 secular movies and 100 secular songs in which 

The Salvation Army feature.   

 

Through a montage of film and music clips we saw 

the Army featured in the background scene of 

movies and in throw-away lines; but in others the 

Army was the entire theme of the film.  And in 

music clips it featured in just a line in a song, or the 

whole theme.  
 

Garth (right), covered four 

areas – ridicule, romance, 

realism and rescue; and 

also showed that 

Australian music and 

movies were included in 

the many references to The Salvation Army. 

 

We learnt that the 1938 British film, “Pygmalion” 

was based on George Bernard Shaw’s 1912 play of 

the same name and adapted by him for the screen.  

Shaw was inspired by the “Maiden Tribute” a 

campaign against child prostitution led, amongst 

others, by the Booths and journalist W.T Stead.  

Stead was convicted of “feloniously and by force 

and fraud leading away and detaining Eliza 

Armstrong”; and the lead character in both the play 

and film “Pygmalion”, is also named Eliza. 

 

The Salvation Army featured in two Eurovision 

song contests.  At the 1974 contest Olivia Newton-

John sang “Long Live Love”, the lyrics of which told 

of Sister Anna carrying the banner for “the Sallie 

Army band”.  Representing 

Switzerland in the 2013 

contest, the Army group 

“Heilsarmee” had to change 

its name to “Taksa” to enable 

it to participate with the song 

“You and Me” (left). 

 

Many aspects of the social face of the Army, 

including the thrift shop, The American Christmas 

Bell Ringers, and helping the disadvantaged, are 

integrated into movies and songs. 

 

The largest category 

by far, both in 

movies and the 

lyrics of song, is The 

Salvation Army 

Band.  Johnny 

Ashcroft's 1975 hit 

song "Holy Joe the Salvo", which featured the 

Hurstville Corps Band (above), is thought to have 

introduced the word “Salvo” into the Australian 

idiom. 

 

American Meredith Wilson, best known for writing 

the music and lyrics of the Broadway hit musical 

“The Music Man” which included the famous “76 
Trombones”, honoured the Army with the musical 

tribute “Banners and Bonnets”.   The words "to love 

the unloved" and "seek the lost", which he heard in 

a Cadet’s commissioning he attended, stirred him 

deeply. 

 

Operating from 1897 to 1910, The Salvation Army 
Limelight Department was Australia’s first film 
production company.  Among its many 
achievements, The Limelight Department is 
credited with producing the world’s first 
multimedia presentation using the moving picture 
film technology of the day. The film, ‘Soldiers of the 
Cross’, was produced during 1900 and the Limelight 
Department also recorded the birth of the nation at 
Federation in 1901. 
 

In our lifetime, “The 
Joystrings”, (left) 
formed in 1963 by 
Commissioner 
Clarence Wiseman 
from Cadets from The 

William Booth Memorial Training College in 
London, appeared on BBC’s “Tonight” television 
show.  The group recorded with EMI records the 
single "It's An Open Secret" which made it to 32 in 
the 1964 UK pop charts.  The group went on to play 
on the steps of St. Paul’s Cathedral, in concert halls, 
and in the Blue Angel and Playboy nightclubs.   
 
It was interesting to note, said Garth, that as The 
Salvation Army has retreated into its halls and lost 
the strong-hold of the open-air, so too the focus of 
movies and songs is less on the spiritual work of the 
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Army, and more on its social work.  Maybe it’s time 
that the spiritual work of Salvationists and The 
Salvation Army, are put back into the focus of the 
public eye. 
 
 

NEW WILLIAM BOOTH BIOGRAPHY 
A new biography of William Booth, William Booth: 
The Man and His Mission. The Life and Legacy of 
William Booth, will be available in July.  The author 
is Gordon Taylor, who for many years was the 
Archivist at the International Heritage Centre.  
There are two volumes, however the price for 
purchasing in Australia is as yet unknown.   More 
details should be available from your Trade Dept. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
As a boy, Robert Meredith 
Reinger (left) once played the 
drum with the local Salvation 
Army Band in his home town 
of Mason City, Iowa.  He later 
attended the Juilliard School in 
New York, where he studied 
flute and piccolo.  On marriage 
to his childhood sweetheart, 

Peggy Wilson, he adopted her surname, which he 
used throughout his professional career.  He was a 
member of John Philip Sousa's Band, The New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra, and later a musical 
director for the NBC network in Hollywood.  
During the Second World War, Wilson served as a 
Major operating the Armed Forces Radio Service, 
returning to NBC upon de-mobilisation. 
 
In addition to his work for NBC, Meredith Wilson 
composed orchestral and chamber works 
including two symphonies, film scores, popular 
songs such as “It's Beginning to Look a lot Like 
Christmas” and musicals.  The best known of 
these, “The Music Man”, opened on Broadway in 
1957, winning a "Tony" award for best musical 
and the first "Grammy" award for best cast album. 
It has been adapted twice for film (1962 and 
2003). 
 
Meredith Wilson attended a commissioning of 
Salvation Army Officers in San Francisco, where 
the words of the Cadets pledge; "to love the 
unloved" and "seek the lost" stirred him deeply. 
 
Years later, in New York, he heard a distant drum 
beat and turned to see another group of smartly 

uniformed Cadets with their colourful banners 
marching to Sunday meetings.  The words of the 
Cadet's pledge again rang in Wilson's ears and 
from this experience came his tribute to the 
Salvation Army, the song “Banners and Bonnets”. 
 
Subsequently a recording, featuring the American 
female vocalist Eugenie Baird, was made and 
samples sent to radio stations throughout the USA. 
No commercial copies were issued.  The record is 
unusual in that it is a ten inch, 78 rpm, vinyl. 
 
Brigadier Richard Holz, who was for many years 
head of the USA Eastern Music Department and 
Bandmaster of the New York Staff Band (NYSB), 
obtained permission from Meredith Wilson to 
arrange and publish the song for Salvation Army 
use and it was featured by the NYSB during their 
1962 tour of Great Britain, with Major Olof 
Lundgren as soloist.  The arrangement later 
appeared in the General Series Band Journal and 
became the signature tune of the BBC's “Banners 
and Bonnets” radio show, which aired on Sunday 
mornings during the 1970's. 
(SA Historical & Philatelic Association) 

 
Editor:  “Control click” on this link to hear the Enfield 
Salvation Army Band’s rendition of “Banners & Bonnets”, 
featuring Leslie Condon as the soloist. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQKMzb55MEA    
 

At the 16 minute mark of the following link, you will see 
Meredith Wilson, Brigadier Richard Holtz and the NYSB 
on the 1954 USA game show “I’ve got at Secret”, where 
“Banners and Bonnets” was performed for the first time 
on TV. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mn4T9wUdctw  
 
  

WHAT IS A SONGSTER? 
(Rob Jeffery, Communications Secretary for the USA 
Eastern Territory Staff Songsters) 
 
The Salvation Army is unique in that we refer to 
our church choirs as, ‘songsters’.  But what does 
the term mean, and where did it come from?  
 
Interestingly, we came close as a movement to 
never having songsters.  During the earliest days 
of the Christian Mission, General Superintendent 
William Booth said, “I have found choirs to be 
possessed of three devils awkward, ugly and 
impossible to cast out: the quarrelling devil, the 
dressing devil, and the courting devil…We don’t 
want…at any time to have choirs.”  But by 1892, 
Booth’s tune had changed and a War Cry article 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQKMzb55MEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mn4T9wUdctw
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encouraged corps to have both well-trained bands 
and songsters. 
 

I’ve always heard it said that the word songster 
was just a British term for choir or a group of 
people who sing.  That is true, but there is a lot 
more to it.  In America the word ‘songster’ was 
applied to African American singers who after the 
Civil War were free to travel the land, singing 
songs as a way to earn a living.  American Blues 
Music was heavily influenced by African American 
songsters during the Reconstruction era. 
 
In Britain however, the word ‘songster’(s) seems 
to have referred to both the group of singers and 
the type of music that was sung.  Beginning in the 

1700s, small paper music 
sheets called ‘songsters’ 
were sold on the street 
wherever the public 
gathered (outside pubs, 
market places, public 
executions, etc.)  The 
music in these songster 
sheets usually contained 
just the lyrics and the 
tunes were often set to 
popular folk songs. 
Songster music was 
sentimental, romantic, 

comedic, patriotic, and often, foul.  It was not 
usually linked with religious music in any way.  As 
time progressed, the broadsheets gave way to 
paperback songsters or booklets which began to 
include the musical notes with simple harmonies. 
One can imagine in William Booth’s day, passing 
by a public house (tavern/pub) and hearing loud, 
bawdy singing.  Indeed for the many people who 
frequented public houses, the singing of songster 
music was just part of the evening’s 
entertainment. 
 
It is compelling then, that the early Salvation Army 
adopted the term ‘songster’ to be applied to its 
choirs, affixing the title ‘brigade’ at the end, in 
keeping with its new military metaphor.  Like the 
noisy public house songsters, who sang their 
ditties to popular tunes, The Army’s songster 
brigades sang lively, appealing music, whose 
redeemed lyrics drew people into the Kingdom of 
God!  Their music was accessible, spirited, and 
uplifting.  For people who would never darken the 
doors of a church to hear the formal choral singing 
of the Church of England, with their robed choir 
members singing in the choir stalls, Salvation 

Army songster music became a new and exciting 
way for people to hear the Gospel through song. 
 
What’s exciting, and I hope the takeaway lesson 
for today’s songster brigades, is that in light of our 

origins we need not 
be locked into any 
one form or style of 
music.  Songsters 
should be free to 
experiment with 
different genres of 
music – genres that 
appeal to many 
different types of 

people in many different settings.  So while I 
understand the modern tendency to refer to our 
vocal groups as choirs, or choruses, in light of the 
above information, I’m happy to be called a 
songster. 
 
Sources: 
1. The Historical Dictionary of The Salvation Army (2006) 
2. “Before There Was the Blues Man, there was the 
Songster” https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-
institution/before-there-was-blues-man-there-was-songster-
180951863/ 

Bundaberg Corps’ 
Songster Brigade 1918 

THE  SALVATION  ARMY AUSTRALIA 
MUSEUM 

 
 SYDNEY – 32a Barnsbury Grove, Bexley North.  

Open 9am-2pm Mon-Fri &  Sat 9.30am-1.30pm 
Ph (02) 9502.0424          Email:  
don.callaghan@aue.salvationarmy.org 
 

 MELBOURNE – L4, 69 Bourke St, Melbourne.  
Open 9am-4pm Mon-Fri & 1st Sat of the month 
Ph (03) 9653 3270      Email: 
lindsay.cox@aus.salvationarmy.org 
 

 Please contact the staff at the Museum if you 
have information or mementos that you think 
may be of interest to them. 

 If you are a researcher, please phone prior to 
your visit. 

 
 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/before-there-was-blues-man-there-was-songster-180951863/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/before-there-was-blues-man-there-was-songster-180951863/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/before-there-was-blues-man-there-was-songster-180951863/
mailto:don.callaghan@aue.salvationarmy.org
mailto:lindsay.cox@aus.salvationarmy.org
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THE DAY BOB HAWKE GAVE UP 
DRINKING 
Garth R. Hentzschel 
 

The recent passing of former Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke, has seen many obituaries 
focussed on elements of his life and political 
career.  Many have pointed to his excessive 
drinking in an attempt to show he was just ‘an 
Aussie bloke’.  His ability to skull “a yard of ale 
(about 1.4 litres) in 11 seconds – at the time, [was] 
a world record.”1  
 
Former NSW Premier Bob Car stated that Hawke 
“probably used alcohol more than any public 
figure, any leader in our history”.2  In fact, it was 
claimed that “he was drunk a lot of the time” 
throughout his student and unionist days.3  
Despite this, Hawke gave up drinking alcohol from 
the time he became Prime Minister until two years 
after he was defeated in a leadership challenge.4 
He explained,  

 
I said to myself, “If you are going to 
become prime minister of this country, 
you cannot be in a position where you 
can make a fool of yourself in front of the 
country.” I never had a drop for the 
whole period I was prime minister.5 
 

Just as Hawke recommenced drinking,6 he helped 
the Army launch, ‘Alcohol Awareness Week’.  A 
part of the week was the promotion of an “alcohol-
free day”, to “raise awareness of the dangers of 
excessive drinking”.  Yet, Hawke also said, “the 
Salvos practiced total abstinence [,] the message of 
Alcohol Awareness Week was moderation.”7  
Showing some of his stand on the Army while he 
was Prime Minister, like many politicians, while 
they were happy for the movement to support 
welfare distribution, they were dissatisfied with 
its areas of faith and observations.  

                                            
1 Hans van Leeuwen, “Oxford beer-drinking exploits bring 

Aussie students to the yard”, Financial review, (18 May 

2019), https://www.afr.com/news/politics/national/oxford-

beer-drinking-exploits-bring-aussie-students-to-the-yard-

20190517-p51oc8 ¶1, accessed 19 May 2019. 
2 Ben Graham, “Bob Hawke’s complicated relationship with 

drinking”, News.com.au, (17 May 2019), 

https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/bob-hawkes-

complicated-relationship-with-drinking/news-

story/f1e3e06cc2d0826f30f6a8c4a7bd9cc3  ¶5, accessed 19 

May 2019. 
3 Graham, “Bob Hawke’s complicated relationship with 

drinking”, ¶6. 
4 Graham, “Bob Hawke’s complicated relationship with 

drinking”, ¶7. 

In the 1987 election campaign, Hawke promised 
“no child would live in poverty by 1990”8.  In 
linking with his promise, in 1989, Hawke opened 
the now defunct Salvo Youth Line, a section of 
Salvo Care Line.  Yet Salvation Army officers, such 
as Captain Graham Rose, then “director of family 
welfare in Canberra”, were observing by 1989 that 
Hawke’s promise was not coming to fruition.9 
 

In 1990, the economy was becoming tighter, and 
Australia moved into what the then Federal 
Treasurer, Paul Keating stated as, “the recession 
was one we had to have”.10  Charity organisations 
were having difficulties meeting the increased 
demands on their services.  In October 1990, The 
Salvation Army and Sydney City Mission wrote to 
Hawke asking for assistance.  Hawke gave the 
Army $1M, and requested the Mission to contact 
the NSW Government.11  Later that year, a 
statement came to Hawke about the recession 
from a Salvation Army officer, Captain John 
McPherson. Hawke stated, 

 
“The Australian people can judge the 
reality of your concern for those needy 
people in the community.” 
Mr Hawke was responding to two 
questions from the shadow treasurer, 
Peter Reith, on the impact of the 
recession.  One question referred to 

5 Graham, “Bob Hawke’s complicated relationship with 

drinking”, ¶10 - 11. 
6 Advice on drink by Hawke”, The Canberra times, (ACT, 

Tuesday 7 September 1993), 5. 
7 Simon Grose, “Hawke backs Salvos”, The Canberra times, 

(ACT, Monday 6 September 1993), 3. 
8 Leanne Mason, “No child need live in poverty?”, The 

Canberra times, (ACT, Sunday 31 December 1989), 17 
9 Mason, “No child need live in poverty?” 
10 “I was wrong on recession: Keating”, The Canberra 

times, (ACT, Friday 20 December 1991), 1. 
11 “Govt attacks Libs on social security plan, The Canberra 

times, (ACT, Friday 19 October 1990), 11. 

Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke, 
and the late General Eva Burrows 
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comments by the Salvation Army’s 
Melbourne family welfare services 
superintendent, Captain John 
McPherson, that the recession was as 
bad as that of 1982-83. 
Mr. Hawke was careful not to attack 
Captain McPherson for wandering from 
welfare issues to those of an economic 
nature. 
He had sparked widespread criticism 
from churches over his previous 
attempts to bring Anglican Archbishop 
of Brisbane Peter Hollingworth into 
line for similarly wandering into 
economic comment. 
Mr Hawke said The Salvation Army was 
an organisation for which he and the 
Australian community had “unqualified 
admiration” for the welfare work it did, 
no matter what individual Salvation 
Army members may say in public.12 

 
It appeared that the Army, was not allowed to 
speak of its observations.  However, Hawke should 
have listened to the Army.  In September 1991, 
welfare groups reported on the demands on their 
services.  The Army reported, “there had been a 
120-per cent increase in welfare applications 
across NSW.”13  
 
Hawke was ousted from his position as Prime 
Minister by his former Treasurer Paul Keating in 
his second attempt, on 19 December 1991. 
 
In 1994, The Army commissioned a report four 
years after the promise made by Hawke.  It found 
“half a million young Australians were poverty-
stricken” and “one in five Australian youths lived 
on the margins of society, having neither full-time 
work nor education and felt angry, alienated and 
held deeply racist views”.  It clearly showed the 
failure of Hawke’s promise.  It is of interest that 
after toppling Hawke as leader, the then Prime 
Minister Paul Keating endorsed the report. 14 
 
Despite Hawke’s frustrations with the Army’s 
reports on the impact of his economic policies and 
inability to keep his promise to end poverty for 
children, there were only two times he gave up 
drinking.  Once when he became Prime Minister, 
and the second time to support the Army’s Alcohol 
Awareness Week.  

                                            
12 “Poor received less under Fraser, says Hawke on attack”, 

The Canberra times, (ACT, Thursday 6 December 1990), 

17. 
13 “Dragging the chain on children’s rights”, The Canberra 

times, (ACT, Friday 27 September 1991), 9.  

CAUGHT BY THE CAMERA 
Opening of the Hurstville (NSW) Citadel 

Land was purchased at the corner of Bond and 
Dora Streets Hurstville in 1918 for £150 and a 
14m x 7.9m brick building constructed on the site 
at an estimated cost of £700.  The National 
Commander, Commissioner and Mrs James Hay, 
officially opened the citadel on 26th July 1919 in 
the presence of a large gathering, as seen in the 
photo above.  
 
Outreach programs were first conducted in the 
Hurstville area by Rockdale Corps from about 
1889, however the official year of commencement 
of the Army in Hurstville is April 1899. 
 
On the same site on 26th & 27th October, Hurstville 
Corps will be celebating its 120th Anniversary.  If 
you would like to know more about the 
celebrations, or if you have photos from any 
decade for their archives, please email 
hurstville120@hotmail.com, or phone Alison on 
0412 601040.  
 

DEEP OCEAN OF LOVE -The Story 
behind ‘O Boundless Salvation’  
Major Jim Smith  
 

Let me introduce you to a 
man named Theodore H. 
Kitching, (right) who was 
born in Yorkshire, England, in 
1866.  At the age of 16, while 
on holiday in Bristol, he was 
converted to Christ while 
attending a Salvation Army 

14 AAP, “National inquiry needed to protect our children: 

Salvos”, The Canberra times, (ACT, Tuesday 17 May 

1994), 6. 

mailto:hurstville120@hotmail.com
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meeting.  Six years later, at the age of 22, he was 
commissioned as a Salvation Army officer. 
 
As a young officer, Kitching was appointed to the 
Army’s International Headquarters (IHQ) in 
London as a secretary, including being the private 
secretary for William Booth, the co-Founder and 
first General of The Salvation Army.  This 
appointment lasted for about three years. In the 
autumn of 1893, Booth, who had been bereaved of 
his partner now for three years and was still 
grieving, was planning a great series of evangelistic 
meetings to be held at the Exeter Hall in London.  
He said, “We will call it ‘Boundless Salvation’ 
because we are anxious to emphasize the 
dimensions of the atonement.” 
 
At six o’clock in the morning on a cold November 
day, Kitching was on his way home from his office 
at headquarters where he had been working all 
night on last-minute arrangements for the congress.  
His path took him by the Booth home at Hadley 
Wood.  He noticed that the lights were on and so he 
went to the door to see if the 
Founder was all right, and to 
report on the work he had 
accomplished during the 
night. 
 
As Commissioner John D. 
Waldron writes in O 
Boundless Salvation, “He saw 
the Founder [right], 
sleepless, pacing the floor in 
his dressing gown, hair all 
awry, greatly agitated.  The Founder said, ‘Kitching, 
I have been praying all night.  I have been agonizing 
for these great meetings at the Exeter Hall.  God has 
helped me put it down in words which express my 
feelings,’ and he handed to Kitching a sheaf of 
papers on which there were pages of scattered 
notes.  Kitching deciphered his notes.  The song was 
reproduced.  A suitable melody was found, and they 
sang it at Exeter Hall, on November 14, 1893.” 
 
 

UDATED REGAL ZONOHONE WEBSITE 
NOW LIVE  
The new updated website for Regal Zonophone is 
now 'LIVE'.  This is a private website, and not 
associated with The Salvation Army or any other 
organisation. 
 
With over 1,000 albums in the database, this 
website is a unique historic archive collection of 
Salvation Army recordings from around the world. 
Using your smartphone, tablet or computer, for 
your own enjoyment, you will be able to listen to 
your favourite albums again, wherever you are 
and at any time of the day. 
 
“Control click” on the following, or copy and paste 
to your browser 
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=
www.regalzonophone.com&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%
7C400eb58efb67400ea40908d6b8da8768%7C84df9e7
fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63689964
6040290882&amp;sdata=fxUrIBPYx396ML9OJeGsUyrd
jDRgYWiGqRabd%2FY5lrs%3D&amp;reserved=0 
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Sydney Chapter: 
Vice President:  Warwick Kingston 
Postal Address:  C/- Rockdale Corps, PO Box 
68, Brighton-le-Sands, NSW, 2216 
Email:  
warwick.kingston@aue.salvationarmy.org 

Brisbane Chapter: 
President:  Mr Garth Hentzschel 
Postal Address:  PO Box 998, Mt Gravatt, Qld, 
4122 
 
Email:  AJSAHistory@gmail.com  
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