V. INVESTING INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

OLD TESTAMENT STORY
THE MEMORIAL SCROLL
Read Malachi 3: 6 – 18
Relationship
I suppose you have read or heard something about this passage of Scripture at some time or other. What an interesting passage it is, with its strong indictment of the people of God – the Israelites. They had been used to coming under God’s scrutiny at many times in their history as this passage clearly shows. The scene is set! God spells out the relationship that exists between himself and Israel. All God can say is that in the covenanted relationship he is the one who has not changed at anytime in their relationship (v. 6). However, the people of Israel - the people he had brought into being have shown themselves to be inconsistent in the relationship – they are the ones who have continually turned away from my decrees (v. 7). They had been disobedient to his commands.
There is an overwhelming indication that God’s people had continually fractured and broken the covenanted relationship, which had been entered into so long ago by their forefathers – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God was always proved steadfast in his love towards them, but Israel had proved too often that they were fickle in their love towards him. This is the nature of God’s complaint against the people of Israel – the descendants of Jacob (v. 6).
The fracturing of the relationship so often meant that Israel deserved destruction. However, God’s way was very different. He always remained gracious towards them. Why? The answer is simply this, God never changed towards them - he continued to be merciful. The unchangeable nature of God is paramount in the unfolding story related by Malachi.
Repentance
What God required of his people was that they repent of their disobedience – “Return to me and I will return to you,” (v. 7). Obviously, the waywardness of the Israelites had created distance between them and God. Sin always creates a barrier. Yet sin’s remedy is repentance – a returning. As already noted there had been a long history of rebellion concerning God’s people. The question is, ‘Can they be different?’ This is the hope! 
Response
We don’t have to wait long to hear the Israelites’ response - a response that shows that they were puzzled by God’s charge against them, or even maybe they were in denial concerning their behaviour. It could be that God’s straight talking with them causes them to be pessimistic about the possibility of a restoration in the fractured relationship, that indeed that there was no way back – they have strayed too far – they asked, “How are we to return?” (v. 8)
Whether it was puzzlement, denial or pessimism, they knew that something was very wrong. Malachi announces a litany of things that the Israelites had done that impaired the relationship. They are listed in the previous chapters. The priests and the people:

• Offered defective animals upon the altar (Malachi 1: 8).

• Defective teaching was entertained (Malachi 2: 8).

• There was the condoning of divorce and intermarriage (Malachi 2: 11).

• They embraced foreign gods (Malachi 2: 11).

• They worshipped God by adopting pagan rituals (Malachi 2: 13).
As if this wasn’t enough, the Israelites were engaged with a variety of other practices (see Malachi 3: 5):

• Sorcery

• Adultery

• False witness

• Fraud

• Oppression

• Injustice 
No wonder the Israelites faced with their behaviour before God are in doubt how to reverse the damage that they had done, not only to themselves but also the nation. 
Robbing
Of all the sins that could have been chosen by God to highlight the measure of the Israelites’ movement away from all that he had stipulated, just one is focused upon, that is, the robbing of God in tithes and offerings (v. 6). How interesting that God would use this issue as a summary of his dissatisfaction of the Israelites. By this one charge God states that his people have missed the mark in their calling into nationhood.

Yet, the very thing that is the epitome of their sinfulness becomes equally the means of their restoration. They had asked, “How are we to return?” What God reiterates is that tithing and offerings are central to obedience, the reversal of disobedience. Their robbing of God had brought a curse upon them. The renewal of the giving of tithes and offerings would bring blessing rather than a curse. The passage indicates that there would be no longer famine in the land! 

The land would become a delightful land (Malachi 3: 12).
The challenge of God is now made to Israel, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,” (v. 10). The whole nation had robbed God (v. 9); now the whole nation had to bring the whole tithe so that there might be food in my house (v. 10). The whole nation had to act. If the whole nation responded much blessing would eventuate in the nation (v. 10).

The blessing of God is not for the mere benefit of the individual, but the nation as a whole, the individual received as the nation was blessed. Not only will the nation of Israel be blessed, but the other nations will recognise the blessing of God on the nation in a very tangible way and call you blessed (v. 12).

The land of Israel had become a place that was undesirable to live in. Righteousness – the giving of tithes and offerings would make the land a joy to inhabit. God says, “See if I will open the floodgates of Heaven...,” (v. 10).

Remnant
God hears the harsh things that the Israelites utter against him (v. 13). However, there is always the faithful remnant who when confronted with their disobedience begin to fear the Lord and respond appropriately (v. 14). In turn, God responds to the repentant. He hears their conversation about their situation (v. 16).
Remembrance
The great message of Malachi is that the faithful remnant will be remembered – “A scroll of remembrance was written,” (v. 16). The faithful remnant is honoured by their names inscribed upon a scroll. How amazing is that! The faithful remnant will be remembered (v. 17). There is a sense of judgement that pervades the scene - the wicked and the righteous will be separated (v. 18). The day is coming when you will see God act against those who ignore him. However, God make a reassuring promise to the faithful. 
It is of extreme significance that God places the giving of tithes and offering in this manner. Giving is a barometer of spirituality. Giving has an eternal promise and hope attached to it. The connection between the two in the life of Israel cannot be overlooked or discounted. At least it is worth thinking about. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT STORY
TREASURE IN HEAVEN
Read Matthew 6: 19 – 21, Luke 12: 32 - 34.
A Command
Jesus issues a command, “Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth…,” (v. 19). He made the statement to the people as he was teaching on the mountainside about the values of the kingdom. ‘Don’t do it!’ Don’t be focused on gaining wealth – storing up for yourself. Surely, it is evident that Jesus is primarily concerned about selfishness – there is a difference between enough and excess. Being selfish is not a value of the kingdom. What is excess? There is no firm answer to that question because people’s circumstances are very different. A clue is given – ‘What is the heart more focused on – the selfish accumulation of possessions or the unselfish use of them?’ The heart cannot be in two places at once – it is an either /or proposition. 
Yet we need to understand and balance Jesus’ command alongside other scripture, so that we don’t misinterpret his instruction. Other scriptures relate that:

• A person is required to provide for his relatives (1 Timothy 5: 8).

• A person is commended for working and making provision for the 
future (Proverbs 6: 6 – 8).

• We are encouraged to enjoy the good things that the Creator has given 
us (1 Timothy 4: 3 – 4, 6: 17).
We have to make provision for everyday living; however it is not to be for selfish reason. The people must not lay up treasure for themselves. 

The Contrast
Jesus simply tells the disciples that there is a dichotomy that exists between treasure/wealth – treasure on earth and treasures in heaven. The dichotomy points to a division between the temporal and eternal. Are we focused on earth or are our eyes lifted to a greater horizon in heaven? How we view life will show our preoccupation.
The contrast between earth and heaven is dramatically presented:
Earth

• Deterioration – moth

• Destruction – rust

• Devaluation 

• Defalcation – thieves
Heaven

• Preserved

• Reserved
A Context 
The teaching given by Jesus in Matthew – The Sermon on the Mount is given a different context by Luke – The Sermon on the Plain. The Sermon on the Mount was to a crowd of people gathered to listen. The Sermon on the Plain was to his disciples; therefore it is a personal word to them. 
The context is that Jesus is comforting them concerning their lives, “what they will eat – what you shall wear,” (Luke 12: 22). The disciples are not to worry!
To reduce their anxiety Jesus says again, “Don’t be afraid,” (v. 32). However, he uses an affectionate term in addressing them – little flock. The term highlights their relationship with Jesus. The disciples’ future is secure – “The Father has been pleased to give you the Kingdom,” (v. 33). The disciples had to be totally reliant on God – “Sell your possession and give to the poor,” (v. 33). They had to use their possessions as gifts to others less fortunate. 
The disciple’s focus – their heart had to be on the kingdom (v. 34). Their total surrender to the value of the kingdom meant that they had treasure in heaven (v. 33).

Their treasure in heaven would not be:

• Exhausted

• Eroded

• Extorted
The little flock that needed to be fed and defended will one day inherit the kingdom with all its benefits.

Lay up treasure in Heaven,
Life will pass away;
Lay up treasure in abundant measure
For the great accounting day;
Lay up treasure in Heaven,
Though men count you poor
Thou shalt reign with the sons of God 
For evermore.
