IV. SACRIFICIAL GIVING

An Old Testament Perspective
The Levitical Model
Read Leviticus 1: 1 – 17 
Anyone 
Moses as the leader of God’s people is called upon by God to speak to them. He relates God’s instruction, “When any of you brings an offering to the Lord, bring as an offering an animal from either the herd or the flock.” (Leviticus 1: 2). 
God permitted his people – the Israelites at any time to bring an offering as they were prompted to do so - anyone. The offering that was presented had to be burnt. It is not suggested why someone would bring an offering, however, later in the text there is an indication that the bringer of the offering may have been prompted by a need for either forgiveness or reconciliation for unintentional sin – “it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement”, (v. 4). Two great themes of Scripture! Or it could be simply an expression of thanksgiving. Or it could be a desire for a renewed fellowship with God – a deepening of the spiritual life. 
Whatever the reason, the bringing of the offering by anyone was voluntary – it was a freewill offering. The voluntary nature of the offering could also be the expression of devotion and commitment to God - a surrendering to God! While the offering of the animal was freewill offering there were some stipulations attached to the presentation of the animal for sacrifice.
Appropriate 
The offering had to be:

• an animal from the herd or the flock (v. 1) 

• male (v. 3)

• without defect (v. 3)
Attitude
The individual had to be personally involved:

• The individual must present the animal at the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting (v. 3)

• The individual must identify with the offering by laying a hand on the 
animal (v. 4) 


• The individual must personally slaughter the animal (v. 5), whether, bull, 
sheep, goat, dove or pigeon, (vv. 5, 10, 14). I don’t know how I would go 
about this one, if it were today.

• The individual had to skin and cut it into pieces (v. 6).

• The individual had to wash the inner parts and legs with water (v. 9). 
The removal of excreta.
Acceptable

• By fire (v. 9) – the offering is totally consumed. The fire makes the 
offering holy unto the Lord.

• An aroma pleasing to God (v. 9).
Sacrifice is at the heart of Israelite worship. David uttered, “I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing” (2 Samuel 24: 24). Only the best is good enough for God and it should come at some personal cost. The prophet in a later time would challenge the Israelites that they offered second-rate animals and because of this they were despising of the Lord’s name and polluting his table; “You sniff at me, you bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick...” (Malachi 1: 7).
The Lord is not visible, but the colours, sounds, and smells provided a worship experience. There is no mention of speaking; however, there must have been exchanges of conversation or instruction between the individual worshipper and priest – words of confession and reassurance. 
Allowance
As already noted the sacrifices for the freewill burnt offerings allowed for a variety of animals, according to the circumstance of the individual, the wealthier gave a bigger animal, the poorer were allowed to bring a pigeon or dove. It is not the size of the offering that was important, other than it should be appropriate, what is significant is that there should be an ‘equal’ sacrifice made. No individual was disadvantaged. No individual was penalised. No individual was embarrassed by their own personal situation or circumstance.
The words of a song that emerge from the holiness movement of the early nineteenth century - the camp meetings, which are associated with the holiness teacher Phoebe Palmer and are penned by a close friend of hers is: 

My all is on the altar,
I’m waiting for the fire;
Waiting, waiting, waiting,
I’m waiting for the fire.

Quite a well rehearsed song in Army circles.
The clear message of Leviticus is that the people of Israel were to give sacrificially and it was their sacrificial freewill offering that was pleasing to God. Of course the passage for consideration has great New Testament significance – the eventual perfect sacrifice, Jesus that need not detain us here. 
The revival camp meeting song suggests – my all is on the altar. However, we can draw an equal parallel that not only speaks to the idea of our total self-surrender to God of our lives, but also draw the relationship to our giving. Our giving needs to be sacrificial – proportionate to our circumstance. 
I have in my imagination that as we give our monetary gifts from our hands, and they are placed on the Holiness Table and the prayer is offered, at that moment our monetary gifts (that which is common to all of us) becomes holy and becomes that which is pleasing to God. In a spiritual sense it is consumed and becomes that aroma that is pleasing to God. This understanding should change how we view the taking up of the offering – it is very much an act of worship that aligns us with the very purpose of God. The freewill offering that was burnt on the altar of the tabernacle gave expression to the relationship that existed between the worshipper and God. Does our giving reflect the nature of our relationship with God? We might well ponder that question! 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING
The New Testament
The Corinthian Model
Read 2 Corinthians 9: 6 – 15. 
Available 
Any farmer knows that if he sows seeds sparingly, he will reap a small harvest, conversely, if the sower seeds generously, he will reap an abundant harvest. Paul uses the agricultural experience to illustrate Christian giving. How insightful! This analogy must be carefully interpreted and applied. God does not measure the seed by how much is actually sown. Rather, He measures the seed by how much is available to be sown. That is, our giving is measured by what is available to given. The Macedonians did not have much but they gave out of their poverty to the Jerusalem project. It is not about quantity but quality of the seed or gift. 
As a cautionary note we need to carefully interpret Paul’s teaching on ‘sowing generously’ and ‘reaping generously’. It is not to be understood or confused as some have done to equate to a ‘prosperity theology’. Nowhere in Scripture are Christians taught to give in order that they may gain. 
Giving is always motivated by an unselfish heart! Note what Paul says to the Corinthian believers, “Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver,” (v. 7). Firstly, Paul clearly focuses on the attitude of the giver – the right heart - the happy heart – the cheerful giver. Secondly, he points to that which is available – the considered gift. 
We have already discussed that generosity includes both proportionate giving and sacrificial giving. Here Paul suggests that every Christian is ultimately responsible to give to God on the basis of his own heart decision. Paul’s intention was not to introduce a ‘quota scheme’ or to conduct a ‘means test’, but to allow for liberality in giving among the Corinthians. 
Assurance
Proportionate and sacrificial giving engages God to respond with generosity measured in blessings. How do we understand this blessing of God? Again firstly, if the Corinthians were faithful and helpful in helping others, God would take care of them. They would have all they needed – “having all you need at all times”. (v. 8). Therefore there is an assurance that their needs would be met, both temporal and spiritual – “make all grace abound to you” (v. 8). 
However, that assurance is not merely for our continued benefit, but for the benefit of others. Paul cites Psalm 112: 9, “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever”. Righteousness here means benevolence. So the intention of Paul is to relate to the Corinthians that their benevolence is a means to ongoing benevolence - the generous-hearted person will never lack the means to express generosity. We are blessed so that we might bless. 

Benevolence is the evidence of righteousness. Note the whole verse - “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in al things, at all times, having all you need, you will abound in every good work,” (v. 8).
Agricultural
Our God who gives us seed to sow, gives us more seed to sow. The bountiful God who gives “seed to the sower and bread for food” will abundantly increase your resources that you may ‘scatter’ abroad acts of benevolence, as a sower scatters seed (v. 10). He increases your store of seed, not to stockpile, but to give again and again in sowing into the Kingdom. The seed possesses the potency for life and increase.
We are blessed so that we might be generous (v. 11). We are not to be attracted to selfish gain, but attracted to solely doing that which is good. We are not to focus on what we receive but what we can give.
Abundance
The outcome of continual generosity will be an “overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God” (v. 11). The Jerusalem believers touched by the generosity of the Corinthian believers would;

• Praise God for their service of kindness and generosity (v. 13).

• Pray for them (v. 14).

• Understand that it is a result of grace-giving motivated by obedience to 
Christ (v. 13).

• See that the blessing of God was not only on the recipients’ lives, but 
also upon the givers’ lives as well (v. 15).
Acclamation
Paul gives a perspective that we cannot ignore – “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift” (v. 15). Paul is referring to the unique gift of God, his only son, who is the Saviour of the world – “the divine gift which inspires all gifts” (Tasker).
“Freely you have received: freely give,” (Matthew 10: 8). Here is the punch line of all Paul was encouraging the Corinthians to do. Phillip Hughes describes giving as an exhilarating experience. I hope it is for you! 
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