III. THE CHALLENGE OF GIVING

Martin Luther said, “People go through three conversions: The conversion of their head, their heart and their pocketbook. Unfortunately, not all at the same time.”
“Giving 10% isn’t the ceiling of giving; it’s the floor. It is not the finish line of giving; it’s just the starting blocks.”
“Give to God what is right, not what is left.”
“Your use of money shows what you think of God.”
“If everyone in your church followed your pattern of giving would your church receive a token, a tip or a tithe?”
Without a doubt one of the greatest challenges placed before Christians is their attitude towards giving. Even in Blacktown City Corps where we have used the “Generous Life” material by Brian Kluth, there is still resistance to the overall thrust of his teaching. While our Corps is financial, it is not financial by internal giving – the giving of the people.
AN OLD TESTAMENT STORY - GIFTS FOR THE TABERNACLE
I love stories! They are one of the greatest teaching tools one can have. Lets read one that comes from the life of God’s people – the Israelite community.
Read Exodus 25: 1 – 9, 35: 1 – 29.
While travelling recently on Long Service Leave in Europe, our return journey saw us having a stopover in Seoul Korea. Under normal circumstances we would not have been walking up this particular street (There is a long story why we were, which I can tell over a meal break). As we were walking long I noticed a Christian bookshop (I am drawn like a magnet to bookshops). I was looking in the window of the shop, surveying the stock, when a model of the Tabernacle caught my attention. I was transfixed by what I saw. I have always wanted a model of the Tabernacle as a means to teaching its significance in the worshipping life of the people of God long ago, but more importantly the foreshadowing of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9). I was glad to buy it. It is before you today. 
The passage before us tells the exciting story of how the materials for the first Tabernacle were gathered. I love the way in which the chroniclers unfold the story. There is much to consider.
THE LEADER’S ROLE
MOSES
The narrative simply says that Moses the designated leader of the people assembled the whole Israelite community (v. 1), because the Lord had something he wanted them to do (v. 4), that is provide materials for the tabernacle (v. 5). Moses relays the command of God to the people. God had earlier said to Moses that he wanted the tabernacle so that he could dwell among them (25: 8). God wanted the people to have a physical reminder of his continued presence with them. Moses instructs the people – to take or to bring an offering (v. 5). Moses could not abdicate his responsibility as leader before God to challenge the people. The challenge was given to everyone (v. 5). No one was exempt from God’s command. 
THE PEOPLES’ ROLE
PEOPLE
Everyone who was willing (v. 5). 
Moses is to receive an offering for the Lord from everyone (25: 2). No one is excluded from the request of God to give. Everyone from what they had could bring something:
• gold, silver, and bronze – precious refined metals; 
• blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen – fine fabrics; 
• goat hair, ram skin, animal hides – animal products; 
• acacia wood, olive oil, spices – plant products; 
• onyx stones and gems – products of the earth (35: 6 – 9). 
A vast variety of natural resources were available from which the people could choose and bring. God lays before the people the opportunity and the resources and allows the people to respond to his invitation. 
All who were willing, men and women alike came (v. 22). There is no inequality or lines of demarcation in the roles of men and women.
However, leaders brought particular gifts – precious stones (v. 27). Leaders have particular responsibilities. Interestingly, God’s word to pastors is, “set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity”, (2 Timothy 4: 12). Again, “In everything set them an example by doing what is good”, (Titus 2: 7). 

By the very designation leaders must lead by example. It is interesting that Commissioner Linda Bond has written just recently to the officers of this Territory in regard to giving, that officers should lead the way. 
PROCESS
The whole Israelite community had to withdraw from the presence of Moses (v. 20). They had to go away and think about what they should bring. It was a considered gift. It was a thoughtful gift. It was a significant gift. It was a gift that came from the stirring of their devoted hearts (v. 21). It was a freewill offering from their substance (v. 29). These people were willing donors. They did not have to be begged or urged to give.
It seems that those who were able and had ability, the skilled people among them, brought the efforts of their hands, for example, the women – “Every skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what she had spun,” (v. 25). God who is the Creator, received from the creativity of the skilled craft-persons. 
PRESENTATION
The narrative states, that the people – men and women who presented gold, presented it in an unusual way – they presented it as a wave offering (v. 22). The wave offering occurred several times in the worship practice of Israel. It generally means that the thing offered is a special offering to the Lord and once it is waved it becomes holy unto the Lord. This gift is consecrated to the work of the Lord. It becomes the special possession of the Levitical priesthood for the purpose it was offered. 
I remember doing this – a wave offering, the offerings of the congregation - once at the time of the Planned Giving Renewal at Blacktown City Corps. I invited the congregation to wave their offerings – envelopes and open plate offerings. At the moment of waving they became holy unto the Lord – set apart for his purposes.
Above all we need to understand the principles of giving 

• Voluntary, not forced

• God’s grace will prompt men and women to give

• Then men and women will give their most precious gifts to God
Interestingly, the people had to be restrained from giving and there was no lack – “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the Lord commanded to be done”, (Exodus 36: 5). There was a generous response by the people.
THE ROLE OF GOD
The purpose for which the tabernacle was made is fulfilled – “I will dwell among them”, (Exodus 25: 8). The last words of the book of Exodus, “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” (Exodus 40: 34). The filling of the tabernacle is the greatest expression of God’s presence, promise and power to the Israelite community. The giving of the people showed their commitment to God. The filling of the tabernacle reveals God’s commitment to the people.
The Psalmist wrote, “Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel”, (Psalm 22: 3). The authorised version states that God inhabits the praises of his people. Is it too much to say that God inhabits the giving of his people? Surely not! 
A NEW TESTAMENT STORY - THE CHURCH AT CORINTH
Read 1 Corinthians 16: 1 – 2, 2 Corinthian 8: 1 – 12
EMBARRASMENT 
The Corinthian Church was the first church to respond to Paul’s request for funds for the needy believers in Jerusalem. A year had elapsed since they had pledged their gifts, but they had failed to fulfil their obligation (2 Corinthians 8: 10). They had been eager to help towards the need, but they were a bit too slack in getting around to the completion of the task of raising the funds as required. Therefore, Paul encourages the Corinthian believers to finish the work (2 Corinthians 8: 11). Paul wanted their willingness to give to be matched by the completion of the task. 
Failure to make good on the monies promised can be traced to the Corinthian believers’ disregard of Paul’s earlier advice. The Corinthians had not heeded Paul’s instruction on securing needed monies. That is, “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections ought to be made”, (1 Corinthians 16: 1 – 2). Paul had clearly instructed the Corinthians on a methodology to collecting funds. 
The points Paul made were these:

• Regular – first day of the week

• Systematic – set aside a sum of money

• Proportionate – in keeping with one’s income

• Stewardship – saving it up
What Paul was looking for in the giving of the Corinthian believers was they were consistent. He is not interested in their mere intention, side-tracked by other issues, but desires a strict accountability. Indeed, Paul above all wanted them to excel in this grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8: 7). Isn’t that interesting! It seems that grace and generosity are entwined together.
EXCELLENCE
Paul recognises that they excelled in everything else – the grace gifts (1 Corinthians 1: 5, 7). These are listed as follows:

• In faith

• In speech

• In knowledge

• In earnestness

• In love
However, Paul indicates that they are deficient in one area that is excellence in the grace of giving. It is fair to say, that God wants all Christians to excel in everything – every grace-gift. Included in that list of grace-gifts is excellence in giving. How might they do this? Simply, by organising their finances immediately, not out of guilt, not out of compulsion, but a renewed willingness (2 Corinthians 9: 2). Both the ‘Tabernacle Story’ and the ‘Corinthian Story’ highlight the significance of willingness. The two stories also promote that excellence in giving is what is desired. The two stories allude to the need for a system to be in place for the materialising of gifts or monies. It just doesn’t happen! 
“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have”, (2 Corinthians 8: 12). Again the two stories point to any appropriate gift. The size of the gift is not under examination. It is always the motivation behind the giving. 
Paul had lived amongst the Corinthian believers for at least a year and a half (Acts 18: 11). He was convinced that they really wanted to be generous people. 
EXAMPLE
Therefore, Paul gives reasons why the Corinthian believers should be generous. These examples in turn become models.

• The Example of Christ -“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might be rich”, (2 Corinthian 8: 9).

• The Example of the Macedonians – “And now brothers, we want you to 
know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches”, (2 
Corinthians 8: 1). It is interesting to note that the eagerness of the 
Corinthians for the Jerusalem project had spurred the Macedonians into 
action in the first place (2 Corinthians 9: 2). 

• The Example of others – “…but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of others”, (2 Corinthians 8: 9). The 
churches that comprised the Macedonians were Philippi, Thessalonica, and 
Berea.
Illustration
Daughter
Quotes
“For the Macedonians Christians, giving was not a chore but a challenge, not a burden but a blessing. Giving was not something to be avoided but a privilege to be desired” – George Sweeting. 
“The Macedonians had no need of commendation whereas the Corinthians had every need of stimulation” – John Calvin.
Activities
Split into groups 
Discuss the implications of Brian Kluth’s project (Third Week) - ‘WHAT DO YOU HAVE.’ – “From what you have, take an offering for the Lord”, (Exodus 35: 5).
Share one of the most financially generous things you have ever done for the Lord’s work.
Have you ever given away a possession to help the Lord’s work or help a person in need? What did you give away? How did it make you feel?
