II. GRATITUDE AND GENEROSITY – THE TWO MARKS OF CHRISTLIKE LIVING

THE SICKNESS
As we know the ten men shared the same disease, (v. 12). Leprosy was a disease that ostracised them from living in the community. Obviously, they knew something of Jesus by their calling out to him (v. 13a). They stood the required distance under Jewish law from Jesus, as outcasts from society due to their illness. 

They acknowledged Jesus as someone in authority – ‘Master’, (v. 13b). Their prayer is full of pathos – “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” With an economy of words the ten lepers told their need. They wanted to be well. If the opportunity was there, they were going to take advantage of the opportunity. Why not – being who they were, despised and diseased. 
Interestingly, Luke tells us that Jesus takes recognition of the ten lepers – he saw them, (v. 14). We can be assured that Jesus always sees our every need and us. 
Jesus’ authoritative word to the lepers was sufficient for them to understand that they were to be healed, but that healing would be soon evident and pronounced by the priest, (v. 14). Jesus was aware of the Jewish health and community laws and he acted within those laws for the benefit of those who were healed. Only the priest could pronounce the lepers clean, so that they could re-enter society. Jesus’ words were the answer to their prayer. The faith of the ten lepers saw them cleansed while they went on their way to the priests.
True to his word we know that the ten were healed (v. 17). However, the focus in the narrative moves to just one of the lepers – the Samaritan. While Jews and Samaritans did not normally mix together – here we see that sickness became the common denominator that bound the ten lepers into a fraternity – “misery loves company” - with leprosy nationality ceases to be a barrier to friendship and support within the group.
THE SAMARITAN
The lone leper realising that he was healed came back, (v. 15). Before he went to the priest he returned to Jesus. Why? To glorify God! The Samaritan knew who Jesus was – the Son of God. He returned to the healer and praised God. No doubt the Samaritan was healed, but he knew from whence came the healing. He sought not only the healing, but also the healer. Here is a lesson to be learnt.
We should not be surprised that the Samaritan threw himself at Jesus’ feet, (v. 16). What should capture our hearts and minds is the thanksgiving that is commented upon in the narrative. It was something that was not expected from a foreigner – he was a Samaritan. Jesus himself marvels at the response of one who could be considered an outsider (v. 18).
The narrative shifts again when Jesus asks, ‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine’?’  Surely the questioning of Jesus suggests that he expected a similar response from the other nine lepers - the expressing of gratitude. However, Jesus is grieved at ingratitude of the Jewish lepers. Indeed, the Samaritan surpassed the Jews in praise and thanksgiving.
While the miracle took place, the real emphasis is on the manner in which only one leper returned. That is what amazes Jesus. They all received the blessing of God, but only one expressed his gratitude. When God is good, we ought to show or gratitude – praising and thanksgiving. Notice it is not done quietly (v. 15).
William Hendriksen gives this insight. He offers that the possible reason that the Samaritan left the others on the way to the priest is that the other nine having realised their healing separated themselves once again from the Samaritan because of the religio-political differences. Jews looked down on Samaritans’ therefore it is possible that the old hostility re-emerged now that they could return to their communities. The nine lepers separated themselves from the one who was now different – another nationality. Whether Hendriksen is right or not and there is the possibility that he is right, it is worth pondering why the Samaritan left the group as they went on their way to the priest.
THE SALVATION
The concluding words of Jesus to the grateful leper are significant, ‘Rise and go: your faith has made you well,’ (v. 19). The grateful leper’s gratitude leads to another blessing being pronounced, namely, his faith saved him, not merely the cure from bodily sickness, but he was saved in the fullest sense of the word - not only the salvation of the body, but also of the soul. The gratitude of the leper caused a shift in the relationship between himself and Jesus. The other nine although healed had no more connection with Jesus, and here lies the sadness of the ungrateful lepers. There was a connectedness between the one grateful leper and Jesus that would always remain. Jesus above anything else is on about relationship. Relationship with him brings an even greater blessing – not only temporal, but eternal healing. 
The Lukan narrative gives instruction in what is important – gratitude. Can there be any argument that the aim of the story is to underline a principle of the Kingdom of Heaven. How grateful are we to God? 
GENEROSITY

THE WIDOW’S OFFERING
Read Mark 12: 41 – 43 (also Luke 21: 1 – 4).
There are two classes of people that God has a particular concern for always – orphans and oppressed. The Psalmist writes, ‘You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, defending the fatherless and oppressed…’ (Psalm 10: 18). Also, ‘A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling’ (Psalm 68: 5). Here we have a story that highlights this truth. Personally, I am grateful for the promise that comes from scripture that God cares for orphans (I spent the first eight years of my life in institutional care in Northern Ireland and Australia (see biographical sketch)).
Here is a great story and again we know it very well! However, in recent days I have been caused to look to it again and thoughtfully consider it for today. I looked at the story with new eyes as it were.
HE SAW
First of all we notice the action of Jesus – he ‘sat opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury’, (v. 41). He had just had discussions with those who were against him and he probably sat down because of tiredness and weariness in speaking to those were dismissing of his teaching. In weariness Jesus sat observing! Jesus was in the Court of the Women seated on a bench watching what people were bringing. Apparently, there were thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles for the purpose of receiving money from the people. The receptacles were placed against the wall of the Court of the Women. Apparently, each one of the receptacles was labelled according to the purpose for which the money dropped in was to be used, for example, tribute, sacrifice, incense, wood and so on. All sorts of people came and threw money into the containers. You can just imagine the sound as people threw in their offerings. I am almost certain that the rich who came would have delighted in the noise their offering would have made. Jesus saw how the rich came. He still sees what we bring as an offering.

HE STATED
However, he also noticed how a widow came as she placed her very small offering (v. 42). The two coins did not amount to very much in value. But, just as much as Jesus took notice of the rich people’s giving, he saw the widow’s offering as well. 
So much so that he called the disciples over to him to see too. ‘Come on, Come and see.’ Then we hear those immortal words, ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others’ (v. 43). Jesus observes and makes a distinction between ‘much’ and ‘meagre’. He could not help doing so, because it is possible that as the offerings were thrown into the containers, that the treasury officials might have yelled out the amounts that were given. The disparity between the offerings would have been heard to be very different. How would you like your offering to be announced as it was given – embarrassing, it could be for us? It is not the size of the offering that causes Jesus to call his disciples to take note, but the generosity of the offering that the widow gave. She had two coins, and she could have kept one, but she gave everything (v. 44).
HER SELF-SACRIFICE
The disciples were called upon to witness the total commitment to God that this widow showed. This is borne out by the words of Jesus, ‘she out of her poverty put in everything – all she had to live on,’ (v. 44). This story of the widow’s offering is strategically placed in the narrative sequence of Mark’s gospel. The previous chapter records the misfortune of widows at the hands of the teachers of the law – they devoured widow’s houses (Mark 11: 40). The following chapter records the destruction of the temple (Mark 13: 2). How significant then that Jesus commends the action and attitude of the widow in between the knowledge of abuse and the time of destruction that was coming. When Jesus calls attention to the offering of the widow it seems that her livelihood is under extreme threat. The widow is totally reliant on God for his provision, now and in the future.
Illustration 
Ian’s story… 
John Wesley commenting on the widow’s offering states, “…how acceptable is the smallest offering which springs from a self-denying love.” 
Wesley also stated, “Earn all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.” 
Generosity - yesterday we were reminded of the Macedonians who out of their extreme poverty which overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part (2 Corinthians 8: 2).
Brian Kluth has introduced the “40 Day Spiritual Life Journey to a more Generous Life” as a means to re-focus our attitude to giving. On Day 4, he gives the title of the day’s reflection ‘The Lord watches over your giving’. I ask the question: ‘Is Jesus interested in our giving? From the story of the widow’s offering there comes a resounding ‘Yes!’ (See Page 12).

Reflection
GRATITUDE AND GENEROSITY clearly are the two hallmarks of Christian living.
They emerge as Jesus engages with those who come across his path in ministry. The two stories concerning a leper and a widow demonstrate that for us. Attached to the two stories is simplicity of the teaching that Jesus wants us to imbibe. Have we made it more complicated than we ought to have? Gratitude and generosity seem to be unforced and natural responses of people who have experienced the very goodness of God. God is looking for these graces of gratitude and generosity in our lives. 
Activities
Split the delegates into groups.
1. Discuss one of the following statements: Gratitude and generosity are indivisible, 
2. Present a creative play, mime, or rap about either of the two biblical stories.
Sit the delegates in a circle and ask…
3. What was an insight you gained from the either of the two stories? Please share that insight. 
4. Watch a video of the two biblical stories as a reminder of the facts. Who do you identify with most?
