I. PRESENTING OURSELVES

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12: 1)

Visual Introduction – Images of various kinds of presentations – Queen, Pope, Commissioning, Civic, etc...
The notion of presenting one’s self before God is not something that is foreign on the biblical scene.

• In the transition of leadership from Moses to Joshua – “The Lord said to Moses, “Now the day of your death is near. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the Tent of Meeting, where I will commission him. So Moses and Joshua came and presented themselves at the Tent of Meeting,” (Deuteronomy 31: 14).
• The dedication of the people of God under Joshua at the end of his life – “Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Schehem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves to God.” (Joshua 24: 1).
• The selection of the first king of Israel – “But you have rejected your God, who saves you out of all your calamities and distresses. And you have said, “No, set a king over us.” So now present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and clans”, (1 Samuel 10: 19).
It seems that it is God’s way of dealing with the issues that arise between him and his people.
I am caused to think about this appeal of Paul’s to his fellow believers in Rome, that is, that they ought “to present [their] bodies as a living sacrifice…to God.” The notion of presenting is there, but how is it to be understood? It bears thinking about! 
It is fair to say that Paul was well aware of the sacrificial system of the Jews and even the pagan sacrificial practices of long ago. It would be very easy to align Paul’s appeal to the believers at Rome with the religious practices that they were witness to. However, I think he has something completely different in mind as he pens his thoughts. 
I believe the key to understanding Paul’s request is to focus on the concept of ‘living sacrifice’. We cannot quickly move over the two words or we will miss what Paul is alluding to. While the reality of sacrificial systems was present, I believe Paul was drawing attention to something of greater significance. 
Paul most likely had in his mind two biblical examples of ‘living sacrifices’ as he wrote. Our minds might readily recall the first, namely, Isaac (Genesis 22). Abraham was commanded by God to, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and… offer him as burnt offering.” Isaac willingly put himself on the altar and would have died in obedience to God’s will. However, the Lord provided a ram to take his place. Isaac ‘died’ just the same - he died to self and willingly yielded himself to the will of God. When Isaac got of the altar, he was a ‘living sacrifice’ to the glory of God (Wiersbe).
The second example is the Lord Jesus Christ himself. The Lord Jesus actually died as a sacrifice in obedience to his Father’s will. But he arose again! And today He is in heaven as a ‘living sacrifice’ bearing in His body the wounds of Calvary (see Hebrews 4: 14 - 16, (Wiersbe).
It is these two biblical examples that help us to understand what lies behind Paul’s plea. His plea is not a random thought, focusing merely on ancient sacrificial practices, but draws upon the real life situations of Abraham’s only son (Genesis 22: 2) and God’s only son (John 3: 16), who were offered as living sacrifices.

The two biblical examples offered are shadowed in the text. Paul by drawing attention to God’s divine mercy underlines God’s goodness and grace; it is not only extended to Israel (Romans 11), but also for all. God’s goodness and mercy enables us to present our bodies as living sacrifices. When we think of presenting our bodies – we are speaking of the total person – body (12: 1), mind (12: 2a), and will (12: 2b). 
Paul suggests that offering ourselves to God is a spiritual act of worship. Other translations state that it is not merely ‘an act of spiritual worship’, but it is something that it is logical, intelligent, reasonable, and true (it makes sense) in the light of what God has done in Christ Jesus. The presenting of ourselves to God is a ‘called for’ response and acknowledgement of his goodness and grace. 
Moreover, it is pleasing to God.
Paul elsewhere writes concerning another ‘act of worship’ in his letter to the Corinthians (Corinthians 8: 1 – 5) - the giving of the Macedonian believers towards their fellow believers who were in need in Judea. Paul acknowledges their rich generosity. The Macedonians gave out of their extreme poverty. Paul testifies, “…they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service.”
But what struck me most in Paul’s commendation of the Macedonians was what Paul goes on to state next concerning the Macedonians, “And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord...” The Macedonians gave themselves firstly to the Lord before they gave their gifts. We could quickly gloss over this point, but we should not do so. It is quite a poignant action on behalf of the Macedonians. There was a ‘self-giving’ before there was the act of ‘self-sacrifice’. They had turned ‘a gesture of economic relief’ into ‘an act of Christian devotion’.
“You can’t give your substance until you first give yourself’ (Wiersbe).
It would seem that at the beginning of this Tri-Territorial Planned Giving Conference it is right that we should first of all give ourselves to the Lord. 
Salvationist songwriter Brindley Boon composed the song ‘I would be thy holy temple’. The second stanza states:
Time, health and talents presenting,
All that I have shall be thine:
Heart mind and will consecrating,
No longer shall they be mine.
Take thou my life Lord, I pray;
In deep submission I pray,
My all to thee dedicating,
Accept my offering today.
The words were written for his commissioning – the ‘Standard Bearers’ Session’ in the Royal Albert Hall, London, 12th May 1950. His words seem so fitting! 
Let us present ourselves to God in an act of worship, knowing that it is pleasing to God.
