Title: ‘Unshakable Love’
FRE: “ABHE”

Introduction 5|=

30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit. (John 19:30)
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The half-mowed lawn, the half-read book, the
encouraging email started but never sent, the
abandoned diet, the degree we never finished, the
phone calls and texts never returned. I need to get
around to finishing that one day!
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Sound familiar?
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All of us go through life, from one degree or another;
leaving behind a trail of unfinished projects and
unfulfilled dreams. How few there are who can come
to the end of life and say, ‘I finished exactly what I set
out to do.’
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‘Unshakable Love’ is the theme of this years Easter
meetings in the territory and I would like us to
experience His Unshakable Love through the finished
work of Christ on the Cross.
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He was one who finished exactly what He set out to

do, which was to do His Fathers will. He was resolute
in this. He was Unshakable!
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Thought:
B

When we look at the setting of the Cross we could
have expected these words, ‘It is finished’ - from
everybody else other than Jesus.
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Roman Soldiers, Crowd, Women, Pilot, Roman
Governor, Priests and the Disciples.
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Meaning was different for each one; it was said in a
different way in a different tone. From possibly a
range from a shallow to a deeper meaning.
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So, What does this mean?
BA, XEREFAREBR?

Matthew/ Mark and Luke don’t talk about this phrase
but say that Jesus cried out in a loud voice where John
uses the one Greek word ‘Tetelestai’ which is
translated for us in English as ‘It is finished’.
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It was one of seven recorded statements from the cross
that have profound meaning.
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He 1s at a point of death. He wishes to say something
that will be heard, so calls for a drink to moisten His
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parched throat. He drinks, and then says, "It is
finished," and he bows his head and gives up his spirit
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Explanation:
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The original and fuller meaning of, ‘It is finished’
means to bring to an end, to complete, to accomplish.
It’s a crucial word because it signifies the successful
end to a particular course of action. It means exactly
what I set out to do.
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Illustration.
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A servant would use it when reporting to his or her
master, ‘I have completed the work assigned to me’.
‘Tetelestai’

H—MMEENCRIEN, SEMAXANE:
“KELTH T HEREHNIE "—

“Tetelestai”,

But there’s more...
BEXEAETFIE.. ...

When Jesus spoke, what scholars call the ‘perfect
tense’ of the word; it speaks of an action which has
been completed in the past with results continuing into
the present. It’s different from the past tense which
looks back to an event and says, ‘This happened’. The
perfect tense adds the i1dea that ‘This happened, and it
is still in effect today.’
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So, when Jesus cried out, ‘It is finished’ ‘Tetelestai’ he
meant, ‘It was finished in the past, it is still finished in
the present and it will remain finished in the future.’
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This 1s the finished work of Christ on the Cross.
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However, what does this mean? Here’s two things to
consider.
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%O

Main Idea: ‘It is finished’ meant that His
Physical Life and Redemptive work on Earth was
complete.
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Complement One -1t meant His Physical Life on
Earth was complete
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Quote: John Tramwell.
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He was a living, moving, breathing human being. He
ate and drank, slept, walked, preached and prayed. But
now all this was complete in the words ‘It is finished’.
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His holy hands, which has healed so many and given
strength to the lame and sight to the blind, would soon
be cold and motionless.
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His feet, that had walked on so many missions of
mercy, would soon become rigid and unmoving.
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His voice that had spoken countless words of grace
and love to so many, would soon become silent.
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His body, which had carried Him through three
decades of life, would soon become lifeless.
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He said, "It 1s finished," and he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit. (John 19:30)
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In The Salvation Army we talk about the doctrine of
the Person of Jesus Christ or in theological terms
Christology. It is the truth that in the person of Jesus
Christ the divine and human natures are united; so that
He is truly and properly God and fully and properly
man.
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HEEELLNH, HETTEEMNA.

Quote: John Coutts - ‘This we believe’
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‘If Jesus 1s not truly man, then God has not come right
down to us. If he is not truly divine, then he cannot
take us right back to God’.
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John 17:4 Jesus says of himself in communicating to
His Father, ‘I glorified you on earth by completing
down to the last detail what you assigned me to do.
(The Message)

NgrEE 174 5, BRAESOGBREEIEC
i “FEH EELRER, RETTAENE, &
EXNET. 7

When Jesus cried out ‘It is finished’ he was saying ‘I
successfully completed the work I came to do.’
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And He did this for and me — ‘Come and See’, but not
only this, come and experience the depth of His love
for you and me in the completed work of Christ on the
Cross.
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Complement Two - It meant His Redemptive
Work on Earth was complete
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‘It 1s finished’ ‘Tetelestai’ can also be interpreted as
‘Debt paid in Full’ or ‘Fully served’ in a judicial
context or in ancient receipts and in business dealings
to mean the same.
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Since Jesus Christ paid in full, the work of salvation is
now complete. The debt was paid, the work was
accomplished, and the sacrifice was completed.
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Scholars talk about the ‘finished work of Christ.” This
is what they mean.
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Ephesians 1:7 ‘In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us.’

MFBFF 1:7-8: “RAVEXBFHMERNE, it
PEMME, HERMESHERMA, XEMEHMA
ERSERE, ARTERARN. 7

e Made us Free

o HERMNTAEHE

Verse 7 says, ‘...we have redemption through the
blood...’

BT CBA... BREE.....

Jesus life and death made us free....
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This word redemption is the key. What does this
mean, and how is this connected to freedom? How
was it that Jesus’ life and particularly his death make
us free and free from what?
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There are three different meanings in the New
Testament for the word redemption with the one in
verse 7 meaning ‘to liberate by the paying of a ransom
in order to set a person free.” Sound familiar:
‘Tetelestai’

AR HE"—@ G =MARMNEX, M%7 HH
MWEERE “BEMEENEER—A, EfhE
B, "Ik ILE? — “Tetelestai”

Christ came to pay the price for our freedom.
HE&k EATNBBEMERD.
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‘So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.’
(John 8:36) But free from what? Free from sin.
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Ilustration 454 :

Stan died a few years ago and was a soldier of the
Earlwood Corps. He was also a prisoner of war in
World War Two under the captivity of the Japanese
between 15% February 1942 and 15" August 1945 in
Singapore.

JUERTAHAYHETIE, & ERitZE Earlwood FFRARY
—REER, f@&m?”’“_‘hﬁf‘?kﬁkﬂlﬂ%&ﬁi@f;
RERfE, M1942FE2 B 1I5HE 1945 F 8 A 15 H
HA (8] 4% < TR EEHT AN .
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He knows what it feels like to be free and in his
biography, he speaks about how it felt to be finally
freed after long sustained periods of limited, and at
times no food, in addition to harsh conditions.
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You could sense his liberation as he described his
relief at that moment on the 15" August 1945. He
said, ‘It’s a wonderful experience to be free’. He went
on to explain as a Christian when you are free in Jesus
Christ, peace and comfort comes to mind.

S fetid 1945 £ 8 B 15 BAB—ZIAVaI R E A,
REERXZ BRI, fbifi: “REBHE M
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This 1s the good news of the cross of Christ. Because

of our sin, we were enslaved and trapped without help,
dignity or hope by ourselves.

XHeREETFRNES. HARAINE, HNS
WRAERE =T, RECETHEE, ELE™,
XEE,
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And then God through the good news of His Son Jesus
Christ came to rescue us, liberate us and set us free.
He redeemed us by buying us back from slavery to sin
enabling us to be free to be in relationship with Him.

Rla, LHEERILTEHREENTER, KEXK
BA. BEEAD. EENSEH. WERAMNED
WigPEEEER, FHRMNSUEHEBSMETIRR,

e And Forgiven

s HFEBERME
Verse 7 says, ‘...the forgiveness of sins...’
ET7HUL L TIREMER..
Jesus’ life and death made us free and forgiven....

How does this freedom come? It comes through
forgiveness.

BRI AE S ERSER. S8%E..... . XBEHE
IMIBRAY? ERBEME MK,
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Forgiveness means to, ‘carry away’ or ‘to send away’.
9

ﬁ%é i:,EE\IEE“—I-I-i—:I:”—k“ :I:”

Quote: 5| F:

Max Lucado sums it up when he says, ‘The history-
long plan of redeeming humankind was finished. The
message of God to us was finished. The works done
by Jesus as a man on earth were finished.
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The task of selecting and training ambassadors was
finished. The job was finished. The song has been
sung. The blood had been poured. The sacrifice had
been made. The sting of death had been removed. It
was over.’
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‘Tetelestai’ It is finished! “Tetelestai”
18
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Conclusion
ZEiE

Main Idea: ‘It is finished’ meant that His
Physical Life and Redemptive work on Earth was
complete.

FE: ‘BT "EREMER ERRSEaMERT
EEL=EK.

For you and for me!!
AR AT

(Take a red rock to remind you of these words and
what they mean to you Option of placing it on the
cross area or take it home with you as a book mark)

(BE—RIABHNGEL, REBCXEEENL
EMNMRIEN . R EFIEEME+FRS
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